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Preface
This manual is compiled for the simple reason that people needed a better way to study the King James
Bible than using the archaic language of the original version. Another need was to the balance the altering
of the King James Bible so that any such version would maintain the word for word literalness of the King
James Bible. I have accomplished both goals by retaining the grammar and sentence structure of the
original version but replaced archaic words with the modern version of the word, so that the reader can
better understand what the words say and mean.
The original translators did insert some words to make the text more readable. Such insertions are
italicized and printed in a gray tone. When I altered the original world for either spelling or word
replacement of archaic words, such as thee and thou, I made the change bold so that the reader could
identifying such changes to the original. Where there was an archaic word that was not replaceable
without using an entirely different word, I placed the new word or definition in these brackets [ ]. I also
used the same brackets for offering some limited commentary or clarification to make the text clearer to
the reader. I used a different insert for lengthy commentaries. I used these brackets { } to insert other
Bible references that were referred to in the text, such as Messianic prophecies, which were presented in
purple for the color versions of this manual and in black for non-Messianic references.
I need to make a brief comment on the commentaries in this manual. All commentaries are subjective
and represent the best understanding of the text that is being commented on. You may not agree with
all the commentaries that I make and that is alright as long as you go to the Scriptures to see if what I am
saying is right or not. No human being is infallible, that is GOD’s domain, but we humans do the best we
can to share the biblical knowledge that we have. I would encourage you to use this manual while praying
to the Holy Spirit for understanding so that you may grow in the knowledge of GOD and learn of His
wisdom.
It is my hope that the amended version of the King James Bible for the Apostatic Letters will be an
improvement in studying the Bible, which is the most important written work for gaining spiritual
maturity, victory over sin and for preparation for the kingdom of God that is to come. This manual covers
Hebrews to Revelation. The first manual covered the four Gospels and the Book of Acts. The second
manual covered Romans to Philemon.
I believe that making the New Testament texts more readable and understandable will be a great aid in
promoting spiritual growth in the reader and promoting greater spiritual power in the body of Christ as
the final days of this age expire. May we all be ready for what is to come and to have a greater expectation
for the blessed hope of being with Jesus for all eternity. May GOD richly bless you.

Pastor Steven Goodenough
pastorsteve@netins.net

The Letter to the Hebrews
Introduction
The authorship and date of writing of this letter is unknown and is a matter of great debate among biblical
scholars. One camp points to Paul as the writer which makes sense due to his extensive training in the
Jewish faith. But Paul does not identify himself as the writer as he does in his other letters. But if not
Paul then who? The list of possible authors includes Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, Timothy, and Clement, but
did they possess the intimate knowledge of the Jewish faith that Paul had? The dating of the letter is
thought to have been before the destruction of the temple thus being written sometime between AD 6069. And the audience for the letter is unknown as well but thought to be a group of Hebrew Christians in
Rome, who were suffering under the persecution of Nero. The contents of this letter would have be of a
great encouragement to them as they could see how the Jewish faith lends itself to the doctrine of
salvation by Jesus. This letter is known for its depiction of Jesus a high priest and details His work in the
life of the believer. The main point of this letter are as follows:
• Jesus is superior to all created being because He was not created• Warning against forsaking salvation
• Jesus the founder of salvation
• Jesus is greater than Moses
• A rest for the people of GOD
• The power of the Word of GOD
• Jesus as High Priest
• Warning against apostasy
• The certainty of GOD’s promises
• The Priestly Order of Melchizedek
• Jesus Compared to Melchizedek
• Jesus has a better covenant
• The earthly sanctuary
• Redemption through the blood of Jesus
• The blood of Jesus was sufficient for all
• The full assurance of faith
• The hall of faith
• Jesus the author and finisher of our faith
• Do not grow weary in our faith walk
• GOD’s Kingdom cannot be shaken
• A life pleasing to GOD

The Supremacy of God's Son

Chapter 1:

1

God, who at sundry [many] times and in divers [different] manners spoke in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Has in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he has
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory,
and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 4 Being made so much better
than the angels, as he has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 5 For unto which of
1

the angels said he at any time, You are my Son, this day have I begotten you {Psalm 2:7}? And again, I will
be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son {2 Samuel 7:14}? 6 And again, when he brings in the first
begotten into the world, he said, And let all the angels of God worship him {Psalm 97:7, where gods can
be interpreted as angels}. 7 And of the angels he said, Who makes his angels spirits, and his ministers
[servants] a flame of fire {Psalm 104:4, see 2 Samuel 6:17}. 8 But unto the Son he said, Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even your God, has anointed you [kings were anointed
with oil to identify their appointment by GOD] with the oil of gladness above your fellows {Psalm 45:6,
7}. 10 And, You, Lord, in the beginning have laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the
works of your hands: 11 They shall perish; but you remain; and they all shall wax old as does a
garment; 12 And as a vesture [cloak] shall you fold them up, and they shall be changed: but you are the
same, and your years shall not fail {Psalm 102:25-27}. 13 But to which of the angels said he at any time,
Sit on my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool {Psalm 110:1}? 14 Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
Commentary: The writer of Hebrews spent a great deal of time in differentiating Jesus from
the angels. Some people confuse the reference to Michael, a name for Jesus which means
one like GOD, as the archangel, meaning that Michael was an angel. But archangel means
one who is over the angels, which would be the proper position for Jesus in His pre-incarnate
position. Jesus was co-existent with GOD, but the angels were created by GOD. So, the
position of Jesus would be over the angles and not one of them as some contend. It is
interesting to note that the angels did minister to Jesus on at least two occasions, after the
temptation in the wilderness and in the garden of Gethsemane.

Warning Against Neglecting Salvation

Chapter 2: 1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed [attention] to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip [escape the mind]. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was
steadfast [solidly true], and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward
[payment due for their action]; 3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4 God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost [Spirit,
according to his own will?
Commentary: It is a Jewish tradition that the Law given on Mount Sinai was assisted by
angels. So, the writer is comparing the difference from the Jewish perspective of the
importance of the Law given by angels compared to the teachings of Jesus which would have
a higher valuation due to His divinity over that of angels. What is important to know, is that
both the giving of the Law and the teachings of Jesus were GOD ordained, thus we need to
pay attention to the Scriptures for they contain the way of salvation. If we choose to ignore
these words, then we place our eternal salvation in jeopardy.

The Founder of Salvation
5

For unto the angels has he not [did not] put in subjection [submission] the world to come, whereof we
speak. 6 But one in a certain place testified, saying {Psalm 8:4-6}, What is man, that you are mindful of
2

him? or the son of man, that you visited [took care of] him? 7 You made him a little lower than the
angels; you crowned him with glory and honour, and did set him over the works of your hands [Adam and
Eve were given dominion over the world, Genesis 1:26-28}: 8 You have put all things in subjection
[submission] under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put
under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him due to the fall of man. 9 But we see Jesus,
who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became [proper or fit for] him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of
their salvation perfect [spiritually complete in the human sense] through sufferings. 11 For both he that
sanctifies [makes holy] and they who are sanctified [made holy] are all of one: for which cause he is not
ashamed to call them brethren, 12 Saying, I will declare your name unto my brethren, in the midst of the
church will I sing praise unto you {Psalm 22:22}. 13 And again, I will put my trust in him {Psalm 91:2}. And
again, Behold I and the children which God has given me {Psalm 22;30}. 14 Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For truly he took not on him the nature of angels;
but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 17 Wherefore in all things it behooved [an act of goodwill] him
to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining
to God, to make reconciliation [atonement] for the sins of the people. 18 For in that he himself had
suffered being tempted, he is able to succor [help] them that are tempted.
Commentary: The author is giving us a brief overview of the plan of salvation. Man was
given dominion over the earth at creation, but man forfeited the dominion to Satan when
they fell for his deception. Jesus came as a fellow human to rescue mankind from the curse
of sin by being a perfect sacrifice for sin, which was the atonement for mankind’s’ sin. This
sacrifice made it possible for man to regain dominion in the new earth. The writer is
emphasizing the human nature of Jesus for the Jewish audience since they had such an
affinity for angels. It was important to show that while angels are ministering to people, it
is the sacrificial work of Jesus that is more important for the salvation of mankind.

Jesus Greater Than Moses

Chapter 3: 1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was
faithful in all his house. 3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he
who has built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by some man; but he
that built all things is God. 5 And Moses truly was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of
those things which were to be spoken after [Moses was faithful to provide the types and shadows of the
things to come]; 6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.
Commentary: The writer of Hebrews is constantly portraying the superiority of Jesus to the
Jewish people who held Moses in grand affection. Moses was able to provide the
background through the ceremonial ordinances that we fulfilled by Jesus and will be
emphasized later in this letter.
3

A Rest for the People of God
7

Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost [Spirit] said, Today if you will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your hearts, as
in the provocation [the murmuring of the Israelites], in the day of temptation [trial] in the
wilderness: 9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. 10 Wherefore I
was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known
my ways. 11 So I swore in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest. {Psalm 95:7-11}). 12 Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But
exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast [firmly]
unto the end; 15 While it is said, Today if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation. 16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by
Moses. 17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose
carcasses [bodies] fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom swore he that they should not enter into his
rest, but to them that believed not? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

Commentary: There are many people who believe that sin is not a big deal since GOD will
forgive us. While it is true that GOD will forgive our sins if we confess them to Him, 1 John
1:9. But we should not be casual about sin for each sin we commit has a negative
consequence in us even if we are forgiven. One of the consequences of sin is that it tends to
harden our hearts against GOD and clouds our minds to the understanding of GOD’s Word.
Both consequences are dangerous for by continual sin, we may miss our heavenly reward.
The reward for the Israelites was the Promised Land which a whole generation missed out on
due to a lack of faith and trust in GOD. Our ‘promised land’ is the Kingdom of GOD, which
we will enter after our Lord comes but of which we can walk in its principles now by walking
in the Spirit of GOD. There will be no sin in GOD’s kingdom so those people who continue in
sin will missed out on the Kingdom, see Matthew 7:21-23.

Chapter 4: 1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it. 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the
word preached did not profit [was not useful to] them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard
it. 3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall
enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he spoke in
a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. 5 And
in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. 6 Seeing therefore it remains that some must enter
therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: 7 Again, he limits a
certain day, saying in David, Today, after so long a time; as it is said, Today if you will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts {Psalm 95:7,8}. 8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward
have spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is
entered into his rest, he also has ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 11 Let us labor therefore
to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.

4

Commentary: The writer of Hebrews is referring to two kinds of rest. The first is the seventhday Sabbath or rest that was instituted at creation and was a sign of fellowship with GOD
through the years of earth’s history and unto the New Earth for all eternity, see Isaiah 66:22,
23. The other rest that is being referred to is the rest we experience when we surrender our life
to GOD, thus forsaking our selfish goals and ambitions so that we can walk in GOD’s will and
not our own will. Jesus was the greatest example of this rest as depicted in Philippians 2:5-11.
Jesus was willing to leave the privileges of heaven to become a human being, who was totally
submitted to the will of the Father. Jesus was a servant who was willing to obey GOD even to
the point of death. Such a release of our life to walk in the life of Christ is truly a marvelous rest
for all believers to experience.

The Word of GOD
12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder [separation] of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.

Jesus the Great High Priest
14

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast [firm] our profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities [sufferings]; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.
Commentary: We are expected to hold fast our profession in Christ. We would not be
encouraged to do this if there was no way that we could lose our salvation, but we can choose
to forfeit our salvation by continuing to sin willfully. We must make the commitment to stop
doing the deeds of the flesh, Galatians 5:19-22, or risk missing out of the Kingdom of GOD.
Paul specifically says that people who continue to do such things will not enter the Kingdom.
The good news is that Jesus who was sinless can help us to overcome these sins but we need
to come to Him and He will provide the grace and power we need to overcome these sins.

Chapter 5: 1 For every high priest taken from among men is ordained [appointed] for men in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 Who can have compassion on the
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way [not in the family of GOD]; for that he himself also is
compassed [hampered] with infirmity [weaknesses]. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people,
so also for himself, to offer [sacrifices] for sins. 4 And no man takes this honor unto himself, but he that
is called of God, as was Aaron. 5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that
said unto him, You are my Son, today have I begotten [declared You as my Son] you. 6 As he said also in
another place, You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 7 Who in the days of his flesh,
5

when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to
save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered; 9 And being made perfect [spiritually complete], he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest after the order of
Melchizedek.

Commentary: Melchizedek was a mysterious figure encountered by Abraham as he returned
from saving Lot from capture. He is noted as being the king of Salem which in the Hebrew is
shâlêm meaning peace which akin to shâlôm meaning peace also but carrying the extra
emphasis on wellbeing. It is understood by most scholars that Salem was the city later
referred to as Jerusalem. Melchizedek was also appointed by GOD to be a high priest.
Abraham showed honor to this high priest by offering tithe And Melchizedek pronounced a
blessing over Abraham. A priest is one who brings people to GOD and GOD to the people.
The order of priesthood that is represented by Melchizedek is different from the order of
priests established by Moses which was descended from the tribe of Levi. The priesthood
after Melchizedek had no such genealogy for their call but were appointed directly by GOD.
Such is our situation today where Jesus is our high priest and we are priests who serve under
Jesus, see 1 Peter 2:5, 9. We do not have the lineage of Levi, but we are appointed as priests
at GOD’s discretion.

Warning Against Immaturity
11

Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing you are dull of hearing. 12 For
when for the time you ought to be teachers, you have need that one teach you again which be the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For
every one that uses milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat
belongs to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses [mental
capabilities] exercised to discern both good and evil.

Commentary: When people come to the Lord, they are considered babes in Christ for they
have not had the opportunity to learn of the things of GOD. We do not expect much of newly
born babies, so we need to have patience with new babes in Christ. The problem comes when
these babes do not mature and lack the spiritual wisdom that comes with spiritual maturity.
GOD desires that we all grow up into adult believers fully equipped to discern the things of
GOD. And we discern the things of GOD by looking at actions and words that we perform or
speak and measuring them against the Word of GOD to see if they are good or evil. The same
goes for what others say and do to us. It is in the process of checking these things out through
prayer and study of the Bile that we mature in spiritual wisdom so that we are not like the
immature that is spoken of in Ephesians 4:14: That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight [acts of
deception] of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; which is the
constant problem of spiritually immature people. Mature believers are able, with the help of
GOD to discern the evil words and deeds of the enemy and thereby not fall prey to their evil
designs.
6

Warning Against Apostasy

Chapter 6: 1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this
will we do, if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost [Spirit], 5 And have tasted the good word
of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 7 For
the earth which drinks in the rain that comes often upon it, and brings forth herbs meet [proper] for them
by whom it is dressed, receives blessing from God: 8 But that which bears thorns and briers is rejected,
and is nigh [near] unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.

Commentary: There is a doctrine that states once you have been saved that you are eternally
saved regardless of what you do. This doctrine is partly correct for Paul presents the problem
with this doctrine. It is true that once we come to GOD that He will never reject us and cast
us forth from His protective hand. But we can choose to walk out from His protective hand
and GOD must let us go because He honors freedom of choice. In other words, the only way
that we can lose of salvation is if we purposely choose to reject GOD and go back to the world.
Our actions therefore have consequences. Now this is not to say that believers cannot
stumble in their faith and temporarily walk away for this is not a wholesale rejection of GOD.
I have heard many testimonies of faithful believers who at one time in their life have fallen
away but GOD has restored them for they still retained the knowledge and some love for
GOD even in their backslidden state. It is certainly better to have never been backslidden,
but GOD will show mercy and grace to those who are seeking to be reunited in full faith to
GOD. We can witness this mercy and grace in the parable of the prodigal son, in Luke 15:1132. And while the backslidden believer can be restored if their departure was partial and
temporary, there is however great danger in this circumstance. There will be consequences
gained from the departure and there is the risk of the departure becoming permanent which
would seal one’s eternal fate. It is far better to remain faithful to GOD and not allow sin to
cause a separation in our relationship with GOD. All sin will take us away from GOD and all
obedience will draw us closer to GOD.

9

But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we
thus speak. 10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which you have shown
toward his name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that every
one of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That you be not
slothful [lazy], but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

The Certainty of God's Promise
13

For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by
himself, 14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you. 15 And so, after he
had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men truly swear by the greater: and an oath for
confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the
7

heirs of promise the immutability [cannot be changed] of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by
two immutable [unchangeable] things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong
consolation [encouragement], who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 19 Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters into that within the
veil; 20 Whither [where] the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after
the order of Melchizedek.

The Priestly Order of Melchizedek

Chapter 7:

1

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of
all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of
peace; 3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of
life; but made like unto the Son of God; abides a priest continually. 4 Now consider how great this man
was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. 5 And truly they that are of the
sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people
according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: 6 But he
whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the
promises. 7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 8 And here men that die receive
tithes; but there he received them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 And as I may so say, Levi also,
who receives tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. 10 For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchizedek
met him.

Jesus Compared to Melchizedek
11

If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what
further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
after the order of Aaron? 12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of
the law. 13 For he of whom these things are spoken pertains to another tribe, of which no man gave
attendance at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which tribe Moses spoke
nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of
Melchizedek there arises another priest, 16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but
after the power of an endless life. 17 For he testifies, You are a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek. 18 For there is truly a disannulling [rejection] of the commandment going before for the
weakness and unprofitableness thereof. 19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh [near] unto God. 20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he
was made priest: 21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said
unto him, The Lord swore and will not repent, You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek:)
22
By so much was Jesus made a surety [sponsor] of a better testament. 23 And they truly were many
priests, because they were not suffered [allowed] to continue by reason of death: 24 But this man, because
he continues ever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever lives to make intercession for them. 26 For such a
high priest became [stood out from] us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens; 27 Who needs not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his
own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 28 For the law makes
men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, makes
[appoints] the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.
8

Commentary: We discussed the Levitical line of priests was interrupted so that Jesus who
was of the tribe of Judah could be the high priest. Jesus was until 1844 serving us as high
priest in the holy place where He serves as mediator between humanity and GOD. Jesus
is now in the most holy place before the throne of GOD as the cases of humanity are
being decided as to their inclusion in the book of life. Soon all the cases will be decided,
and Jesus will declared as king as He receives His kingdom and His role as priest will be
over and his role as king will begin. It is in this manner that Jesus serves as superior to
the Levitical priest hood for He is like Melchizedek, both king and priest before GOD.

Jesus, High Priest of a Better Covenant

Chapter 8: 1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such a high priest, who
is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of
the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 3 For every high priest is ordained [appointed]
to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer. 4 For
if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to
the law: 5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God
when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, said he, that you make all things according to the
pattern shown to you in the mount. 6 But now has he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much
also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 7 For if that
first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 8 For finding
fault with them, he says, Behold, the days come, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers
in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued
not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, says the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they shall not teach
every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from
the least to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more {referring to Jeremiah 31:33, 34}. 13 In that he says, A new covenant,
he has made the first old. Now that which decays and waxes old is ready to vanish away.

Commentary: The issue of the new covenant is important for many people have the wrong
idea of this covenant. It is not a totally new covenant for it is based on the same principle of
obeying the commands of GOD. The problem with the previous covenant is that people were
weak and failed to keep the commands of GOD. GOD solved this problem but having us
internalize the commands so that we would have a new heart that desired to do the will of
GOD in our life. GOD also will give us His Holy Spirit so that we would have the power to
keep this covenant.

9

The Earthly Holy Place

Chapter 9: 1 Then truly the first covenant had also ordinances [judicial decrees] of divine service, and
a worldly sanctuary. 2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the
table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary [the Holy Place]. 3 And after the second veil, the
tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all [the Most Holy Place]; 4 Which had the golden censer, and the
ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and
Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; 5 And over it the cherubim of glory shadowing
the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly [in detail]. 6 Now when these things were
thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. 7 But
into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for
himself, and for the errors of the people: 8 The Holy Ghost [Spirit] this signifying, that the way into the
holiest of all was not yet made manifest [open for people to see], while as the first tabernacle was yet
standing: 9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices,
that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; 10 Which stood only
in meats and drinks, and divers [various] washings, and carnal [earthly] ordinances, imposed on them until
the time of reformation.
Commentary: The writer gives reference to the earthly tabernacle that was created after the
pattern of the heavenly tabernacle. The priests would labor in the Holy place year long as
they brought the sacrifices of the people into this place but once a year only the high priest
was able to enter the Most Holy Place to access the throne of grace for the sins of the people.
It was a most solemn time but necessary to cleanse the sanctuary of the sins of the people.
It was not until the time of Jesus when the temple veil that separated the two compartments
was rent in two by the hand of GOD, Matthew 27:51, thus opening the way to the throne of
grace for all people, see Hebrews 4:14-16.

Redemption Through the Blood of Christ
11

But Christ being come [became] a high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither by the blood of goats and
calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption
for us. 13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies
to the purifying of the flesh: 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? 15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance. 16 For where a testament [ a will] is, there must also of necessity be
the death of the testator. 17 For a testament [will] is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no
strength at all while the testator lives. 18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without
blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the
blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and
all the people, 20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God has enjoined [commanded to be
done] unto you. 21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the
ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no
remission. 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with
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these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ is not entered
into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest
enters into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For then must he often have suffered since
the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world has he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 So
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation.

Commentary: There is a lot of important information in this passage that needs to be
emphasized since many people are not familiar with the tabernacle service. The tabernacle
that Moses built in the wilderness that would eventually become the model for the temple
built by Solomon, was a copy of the heavenly temple. The earthly tabernacle was designed
to show forth salvation truths. In the outer courtyard, was the altar of sacrifice

which depicted the sacrifice of Jesus to take away our sin. We must place ourselves
figuratively on this altar of sacrifice so that we can experience salvation for our souls. The
laver of washing which the priests used to wash in before serving in the Holy Place,
symbolizes the sanctification process we go through to cleanse all remembrance of sin from
our lives. In the Holy Place was the table of shewbread which symbolizes the body of Christ
broken for us and the symbol of our willingness to conform to the will of GOD. The menorah
or candlestick symbolizes the light of Christ which we are to shed abroad in our lives. The
altar of incense symbolizes the prayers of the saints going up before GOD. Paul encourages
us to pray unceasingly. And in the Most Holy Place was the ark of the convent that contained
the Law of GOD and the mercy seat which symbolized the grace of GOD. The sins of the
people would contaminate the tabernacle so once a year the high priest had to take a
sacrifice of blood and offer it on the mercy seat to cleanse the tabernacle of the sin of the
people. The mention of blood is important for only blood can atone for sin for the wages of
sin is death, Romans 6:23. The blood represents the blood of a substitutionary offering for
our sin. In those days it was the blood of an animal but in our time, it is the sufficient blood
of Jesus that cleanses us from all sin and brings us to at-one-ness with the Father and
overcomes the separation that our sin caused. This is why the blood of Jesus is so important
and why we write and sing about the blood of Jesus. Without His blood we would be eternally
separated from the Father.
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Christ's Sacrifice Once for All

Chapter 10:

1

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the
things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers [those
who approach GOD] thereunto perfect [spiritually complete]. 2 For then would they not have ceased to
be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 3 But
in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 4 For it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 5 Wherefore when he came into the world, he said,
{Psalm 40:6-8}, , Sacrifice and offering you would [desire] not, but a body have you prepared me: 6 In
burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin you have had no pleasure. 7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume
of the book it is written of me,) to do your will, O God. 8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and
burnt offerings and offering for sin you would [desire] not, neither had pleasure therein; which are
offered by the law; 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do your will, O God. He takes away the first, that he may
establish the second. 10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his
footstool {Psalm 110:1}. 14 For by one offering he has perfected [made spiritually complete] forever them
that are sanctified. 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost [Spirit] also is a witness to us: for after that he had said
before, 16 {Jeremiah 31:31-34} This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the
Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.

Commentary: The blood of animals could never make one justified before GOD for these
sacrifices were a temporary atonement or covering of the sin until the sacrifice of Jesus was
completed, which did permanently atone for the sin. Under the old covenant, there had to
be a yearly cleansing of the tabernacle of the sins of the people, but now Jesus has offered a
sacrifice that once and for all takes care of the sin issue. GOD grew weary of the sacrifices of
the people for they made the sacrifices without a conviction in their hearts but now with the
sacrifice of Jesus we must repent with the sincerity of heart to be immersed in the Law of GOD
and by His Holy Spirit become trained to obey the Law to the fullest. It is in this manner that
we can become pleasing children of the Most High GOD.:

The Full Assurance of Faith
19

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and
living way, which he has consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an
high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as you see the day
approaching.
12

Commentary: We have full access to GOD through the sacrifice of Jesus for His blood has
cleansed our conscience from the trauma of guilt and our being is made spiritual alive through
the work of the Holy Spirit. In other words, we were spiritually dead due to sin but now we
are spiritually alive through the Grace of GOD unto the righteous of Jesus. We should
therefore live with our whole life fixated on Jesus as our example and to encourage other to
grow spiritually as well. One of the best ways that we can accomplish this is by being together
for worship service, Bible studies, and prayer meetings. It is amazing the spiritual life that we
can have if we obey GOD and walk in love with one another.

26

For if we sin willfully [deliberately opposing the will of GOD] after that we have received the knowledge
of the truth, there remains no more sacrifice for sins, 27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy
under two or three witnesses: 29 Of how much sorer [worse] punishment, suppose you, shall he be
thought worthy, who has trodden underfoot the Son of God, and has counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and has done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30 For we
know him that has said, Vengeance belongs unto me, I will recompense, says the Lord. And again, The
Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 But call to
remembrance the former days, in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great fight of
afflictions; 33 Partly, while you were made a gazingstock [spectacle] both by reproaches and afflictions;
and partly, while you became companions of them that were so used. 34 For you had compassion of me
in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that you have in heaven
a better and an enduring substance. 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great
recompence of reward. 36 For you have need of patience, that, after you have done the will of God, you
might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not
tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in
him. 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of
the soul.

Commentary: We need to define the word willfully for it will affect what we mean by sin.
The Greek word for willfully is hekousiōs and it means: to sin willfully as opposed to sins
committed inconsiderately, and from ignorance or from weakness. Webster defines willful
as: Obstinately; stubbornly; By design; with set purpose. To willfully sin means to purposely
defy the commandments of GOD to do one’s own will. It is not evidence of a single moral
failure but instead is evidence of a purposeful choice to separate oneself from GOD so that
one can continue to sin. We are not talking about an occasion moral failure that one may
experience as they are being sanctified but we are talking about a heart that has been harden
to GOD by purposely continuing in sin after coming to the knowledge of the saving grace of
Christ. There is no more sacrifice for sin to such a rebellious one, but GOD will extend His
mercy to a struggling child of GOD who purposes in their heart to overcome sin. They can
rely on the promise of GOD in 1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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By Faith

Chapter 11: 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

2

For by
it the elders obtained a good report. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.
3

Commentary: Before we walk through the hallowed halls of the record of faithfulness by
GOD’s people, we need to understand what faith is and what it is not. Faith is not merely
blind trust for GOD has given humanity plenty of evidence of His existence even though we
can not see Him. The attributes of GOD and the evidence of His loving design for this world
are seen in the natural world around us, Romans 1:19-21: Because that which may be known
of God is manifest in them; for God has shown it unto them. For the invisible things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that,
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. And we not only have the
evidence of His attributes, but we have personal experience on which to base our faith and
trust in Him. We were once in darkness and living to satisfy our desires, but GOD intervened
in our life and changed us by giving us a new heart that hates the old sin and loves the
righteousness of Christ. We have experienced GOD working in our life giving us provision
when there was no provision, by directing our path when we knew not where to go, and by
giving us hope and joy in the midst of trials in our life. It is because of these things that our
faith is not blind and that we can be hopeful of GOD honoring all His promises to us even
though we can not see the finish line of our individual races. We know that we will get there,
and we will experience the joys of living for eternity with the One who loves us so much. This
is the experience of each believer that is listed below and of the many children of GOD that
are not listed below. It is because of this record of GOD’s faithfulness that we can be
encouraged to run our spiritual race with great faith as did the ones before us.

4

By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was
translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that comes to God must believe that he is, and that that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear [reverence],
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of
the righteousness which is by faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which
he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither [where] he
went. 9 By faith he sojourned [lived] in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in
tabernacles [tents] with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 Through faith also Sara herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him
faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as
the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.
14

13

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had
been mindful of that country from whence [where] they came out, they might have had opportunity to
have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he has prepared for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of
whom it was said, That in Isaac shall your seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead; from whence [where] also he received him in a figure.

Commentary: The Patriarchs mentioned in this passage showed great faith in GOD even
though that faith had not been formalized into a religion yet. Their faith was based in a
personal relationship in GOD and was not based in ceremony and rituals. It was this
personal relationship with GOD which is the foundation of our faith which lies outside the
perimeter of man-made religion. In other words, if we do not have a strong personal
relationship deep within our hearts with GOD then all the external actives and rituals are
meaningless as to the obtaining of eternal life. Where there is no personal relationship
there is no eternal life for Jesus said that following in John 17:3: And this is life eternal,
that they might know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. We
cannot just know about GOD for we need to know GOD in a deep and personal manner
such as the patriarch Abraham experienced. Abraham left his country of origin to go where
GOD told Him to go. Abraham believed GOD when GOD told him that he would have a son
by Sarah when they were past the age of child baring. Abraham even trusted GOD when
GOD asked him to sacrifice Isaac. Abraham did not hesitate to offer up Isaac for Abraham
trusted that GOD would raise Isaac from the dead to fulfill the promises that GOD made
that would come through Isaac. Do we have such faith that we would offer up the most
precious thing we treasure? We need to remember that GOD did so by offering Jesus up to
die so that we might be saved. We need to have the faith of Abraham so that we will be
willing to surrender our total life to GOD so that He may fulfill His will in us.

20

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was a
dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped [showing great reverence to the will of GOD],
leaning upon the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the
children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was born,
was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of
the king's commandment. 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing
the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible [trusting GOD]. Through faith he kept
the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By
faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying [attempting to capture
the Israelites] to do were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed
about seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had
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received the spies with peace. 32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 33 Who
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought [brought forth] righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens [strangers to
Israel]. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings [beaten by whips], yes, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered
in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect {complete].
Commentary: This portion of chapter eleven shows us the true depth of personal faith. It
is one thing to admire great feats done in faith, but it is a different matter when faith causes
us to suffer. Unfortunately, many believers have bought into the concept that on this earth
that we will be blessed and not suffer. Such a concept is foreign to the teaching of the Bible.
Jesus plainly told His disciples the following in in John 16:33: These things I have spoken
unto you, that in me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the world. It is the trials and struggles with life in this evil
world that strengthen our faith and prepare us for the kingdom to come. If life were easy
and we had no challenges then we would be weak spiritually, but it is because we will
experience hardship as we walk out our faith that our faith will grow as we witness GOD
delivering us from one problem onto the next, so that we gain the faith of those mentioned
in this chapter. None of these people escaped the pains of life but they were all victorious
by having their faith in GOD. It is in this manner that our names will be added to the hall of
faith if we will trust GOD by surrendering our life to Him and allowing Him to direct our path
onto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus, Founder and Perfecter of Our Faith

Chapter 12: 1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which does so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God.
Commentary: The cloud of witnesses is the multitude of faithful believers who came before
us who set the example that we may follow in our spiritual journey. Our spiritual journey is
likened to a race that we are running to get to the finish line which is eternal life with Jesus.
Any good track runner will run with the lightest equipment thus casting aside the burdens
of life that weigh us down by casting them on Jesus and by avoiding the sins that we are all
too well acquainted with. We need instead to focus our lives on following the example given
to us by Jesus who was delighted to provide the way of salvation.
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Do Not Grow Weary
3

For consider him that endured such contradiction [opposition] of sinners against himself, lest you be
wearied and faint in your minds. 4 You have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.

The Discipline of GOD
5

And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks unto you as unto children, My son, despise not
you the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loves he
chastens [trains], and scourges [disciplines] every son whom he receives. 7 If you endure chastening
[training], God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chastens [trains]
not? 8 But if you be without chastisement [training], whereof all are partakers, then are you illegitimate,
and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they truly
for a few days chastened [trained] us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit [benefit], that we
might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening [training] for the present seems to be joyous,
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby.

Commentary: It is important that we understand the chastening of the Lord. The children of
the devil resist discipline or training in godliness and as such will not be fit citizens of the
kingdom of the GOD which is run by His rules and not our rules. The true children of GOD
submit to the discipline of the Lord whereby we learn to resist the impulses of the flesh and
learn to submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit. It is in this manner that we become fit citizens
for the kingdom of GOD.

Walking in Righteousness
12

Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; 13 And make straight paths for
your feet, lest that which is lame [unrighteous] be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed
[sanctified]. 14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord: 15 Looking diligently [taking care] lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person,
as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 17 For you know how that afterward, when he
would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought
it carefully with tears.

Commentary: The reason we are disciplined is so that we will not fail in our pursuit of
righteousness. We fail by giving into our fleshly desires as did Esau. We do not want to lose
our heavenly inheritance by living an ungodly life now. The earthly pleasures that some
pursue are nothing in comparison to the glories of heaven. Therefore be willing to be
corrected by GOD so that you will walk in the righteousness of Christ and not miss out on the
blessings that He offers.
17

A Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken
18

For you are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto
blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice
they that heard intreated [pleaded] that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 20 (For they
could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be
stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear
and quake:) 22 But you are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 23 To the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, 24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaks
better things than that of Abel. 25 See that you refuse not him that speaks. For if they escaped not who
refused him that spoke on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaks
from heaven: 26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he has promised, saying, Yet once more I
shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this word, Yet once more, signifies the removing of
those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain. 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we
may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 29 For our God is a consuming fire.

Commentary: It is true that GOD can appear as an awesome and imposing figure for He is
GOD Almighty and has infinite power and majesty. GOD may seem this way especially to
people who choose to disobey His commandments for He speaks of judgment for sinners.
God does not enjoy judgment for he desires that people will repent of their rebellion so He
could bless them instead of having to judge them. For the people who do repent of their
sins, GOD becomes a gentle loving Father who does pour out His blessings amid His
discipline. In other words, the way in which we deal with sin in our life will dictate our
perception of GOD, for GOD is a consuming fire that will destroy all sin and sinners, but GOD
is loving and kind to those who forsake their sinful ways and become obedient children so
the He can pour out His blessings abundantly on them.

Ways to live that are Pleasing to God

Chapter 13: 1 Let brotherly love continue.

2

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them
which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body. 4 Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed
undefiled: but whoremongers [fornicators] and adulterers God will judge. 5 Let your conversation be
without covetousness [jealousy or envy]; and be content with such things as you have: for he has said, I
will never leave you, nor forsake you. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not
fear what man shall do unto me. 7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto
you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 8 Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, and today, and forever. 9 Be not carried about with divers [various] and strange
doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats [spiritual food],
which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.
3
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Commentary: The writer of Hebrews is giving us some practical ways that we can show of
love of the Father. The first way is to be hospitable to people we do not know. We often
want to association within our circle of friends and family, but Jesus reached out to all who
would listen to him. We should also be willing to minister to people we do not know so that
they may come to share our relationship with GOD. Along with hospitality we show ministry
to people in need even if that need is not pleasant to us. People who are caught in sin will
not always have the most pleasant of lifestyle but then we did not always have the most
pleasant lifestyle to GOD, but He loved us anyway. Along with hospitality and ministry, we
should exhibit contentment with what GOD has given and not be desirous of what others
have. GOD will give us what we need but not necessarily what we desire. In other words,
we should be satisfied with what GOD has given in this life for the real blessings will come in
the life hereafter. We need to keep our lives holy which applies to marriage that should be
sexually pure and our minds which need to be spiritually pure with truth from the Bible and
not with strange and enticing teachings that do not come from GOD but come from Satan.
We should respect and support spiritual leaders that are there to protect us and encourage
us on our journey to GOD’s kingdom. We should always remember that GOD is always with
us and will not forsake us regardless of what we do, for His love is that strong that He can
carry us through any trial or problem that we face. We should never run from GOD, but we
should run to GOD who will always be there for us regardless of the darkness of the storms
around us.

Sacrifices Before GOD
10

We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 11 For the bodies of
those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the
camp. 12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without
the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 14 For here have
we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 16 But to do good and to
communicate [fellowship] forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 17 Obey them that have
the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account,
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 18 Pray for us: for we trust
we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather to do this,
that I may be restored to you the sooner.

Commentary: GOD is not interested in animals sacrifices that could only temporarily atone
for sin, but GOD is pleased with the sacrifice of Jesus which can atone forever our sin. The
sacrifice that GOD is interested in is the praise and thanksgiving that we express to Him. Also
we need to respect the spiritual leaders that GOD has placed over us as our obedience to
them and to GOD, which is pleasing to Him.
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Benediction
20

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever
and ever. Amen.
Final Greetings
22

And I beseech [request of] you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto
you in few words. 23 Know you that our brother Timothy is set at liberty [is being detained no longer];
with whom, if he comes shortly, I will see you. 24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the
saints. They of Italy salute [greet] you. 25 Grace be with you all. Amen.
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The Letter of James
Introduction
James is thought to the half-brother of Jesus who accepted the messiahship of Jesus after His resurrection
and not the James that was the brother of John, who was martyred before this book was written. His
conversion was similar to that of Paul in the sense the James became a leader of the church in Jerusalem.
James is known for His eloquent defense of the Gentile believers at the Council of Jerusalem in AD 49. It
is thought that James wrote this letter to the Jewish believers prior to the Council of Jerusalem which
would date the writing at about AD 45-48. The contents of the letter offer practical advice on how to live
the Christian life. The major point of the book is that one’s faith is not passive but instead should be active
in ministering to the needs of people:
• The testing of our faith
• Being doers of the Word and not just listeners
• The sin of partiality
• Faith without works is dead
• Controlling the tongue
• GOD’s wisdom versus earthly wisdom
• Avoid being worldly
• Resisting the Devil
• Don’t judge a fellow believer
• Don’t boast about your plans
• Warnings to the rich of this world
• Have patience during suffering
• The prayer of faith

Chapter 1: 1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad, greeting.

Testing of Your Faith
2

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers [various] temptations [trials]; 3 Knowing this, that
the trying of your faith works patience [endurance]. 4 But let patience [endurance] have her perfect work,
that you may be perfect [spiritually complete] and entire, wanting nothing.

Commentary: James gives us a lot to contemplate in this passage. First, we need to
understand the purpose of trials or struggles in our life. The trials are there to strengthen
our faith and to keep our focus on GOD. In the Book of Judges we see a repeated pattern of
the Israelites becoming complacent with GOD, then they worshipped idols. GOD sent a
foreign army to conquer them to provide the struggle. The Israelites would then call out to
GOD due to the struggle and GOD would deliver them from their oppressors. But then the
whole cycle would be repeated. Their history illustrates the point that when life is easy ….
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…. then we tend to forget GOD but when we face challenges then we turn to GOD. This is
one reason that GOD allows bad things to happen to good people so that they will always
stay in focus to Him. In other words the trials we face are a mercy of GOD and He uses
them to strengthen our faith in Him so we can face even greater trials in futures without
losing our faith.

5

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that gives to all men liberally, and upbraids [offers no
reproach] not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering [doubting]. For he
that wavers [doubts] is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man
think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. 8 A double minded man [one who questions himself] is
unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10 But the rich, in
that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11 For the sun is no sooner
risen with a burning heat, but it withers the grass, and the flower thereof falls, and the grace [beauty] of
the fashion [appearance] of it perishes: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 12 Blessed is
the man that endures temptation [trials]: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord has promised to them that love him.

Commentary: The wisdom of GOD is to serve the purpose of helping us to understand the
ways of GOD. We may not always understand why GOD is doing something or allowing
something to happen to us, but we can know that it is for a good reason. Paul gives us this
encouragement in Romans 8:28: And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. GOD always has a reason
for everything that comes into our life if we are submitted to Him and it will work out for our
good. We therefore must not doubt GOD but have solid faith in Him. We can however bring
unwanted things in our life that are not from GOD if we doubt Him and try to walk in our own
strength. We want to stay faithful to GOD for He is preparing us for the kingdom to come and
we need to be developed into proper citizens of that kingdom. So let GOD complete His work

in you and do not doubt or question Him.

13

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempts he any man: 14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, brings forth
death. 16 Do not err [misunderstand], my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness [changing], neither
shadow of turning. 18 Of his own will begat [gave us spiritual birth] he us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures [created being].

Commentary: It is important that we understand that the temptations to sin that we face do
not come from GOD, but they come from our own desires. GOD has given us a new spirit
that desires want He desires by our being born again of the Spirit. But our own desires ….
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…. can war against the desires of GOD. This is why it is so important that we focus our
attention on the things of GOD and not focus our attention on the things of the world. The
things of this world will draw our attention away from GOD and will open us up to the
temptation to sin. Sin will cause us to be separated from GOD which will lead to death and
not eternal life. It is important that we understand this wisdom from GOD for it will protect
us from the wisdom of the world which seeks our destruction. GOD desires to give us life
and life eternal so we must stay faithful and focused on Him.

Hearing and Doing the Word
19

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For
the wrath of man works not the righteousness of God. 21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity
[abundance] of naughtiness [desire to injure people and property], and receive with meekness the
engrafted [implanted by the Spirit] word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be you doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For he beholds [sees] himself, and goes
his way, and straightway [immediately] forgetting what manner of man he was. 25 But whoso looks into
the perfect law of liberty, and continues therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work,
this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridles [controls]
not his tongue, but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted [from being contaminated] from the world.

Commentary: James is giving us some very practical advice on how to ‘do’ the Word of GOD.
The first bit of advice is so important in our relationships with each other. We need to be
good listeners with each other and with GOD. We need to be slow to speak so we do not say
something in impulse that we may regret later. And we need to be slow to anger. We need
to walk in forgiveness to each other. If we are doers of the WORD than we will cast aside all
unrighteousness in thought and deed so that we will walk in righteousness to each other and
before GOD. And this righteousness requires that we control our tongue, so we do not speak
things which are hurtful to others or false in nature. Walking in righteousness means that
we will help all who are in need and we will avoid any contamination of the world through
the things we see or hear. We do not want to be people who merely hear the Word and then
forget it but we want to be doers of the Word so that our life will resemble the life of Christ.

The Sin of Partiality

Chapter 2: 1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of
persons. 2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there
come in also a poor man in vile raiment [clothing]; 3 And you have respect [show honor] to him that wears
the fancy clothing, and say unto him, Sit you here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand you there,
or sit here under my footstool: 4 Are you not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil
thoughts? 5 Hearken [listen], my beloved brethren, has not God chosen the poor of this world rich in
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faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he has promised to them that love him? 6 But you have despised
the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats? 7 Do not they
blaspheme that worthy name by the which you are called? 8 If you fulfil the royal law according to the
scripture, You shall love your neighbour as yourself, you do well: 9 But if you have respect to persons,
you commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also,
Do not kill. Now if you commit no adultery, yet if you kill, you are become a transgressor [breaker] of the
law. 12 So speak you, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For he shall have
judgment without mercy, that has showed no mercy; and mercy rejoices against [triumphs over]
judgment.

Commentary: We are to treat all people equally for all people are equal in the eyes of GOD.
We get into trouble when we favor people based on appearance and position. We judge
people based on the outside but GOD judges people on what is in the inside. We also get
into trouble when we favor the rich thinking that they can benefit us in some way. Jesus
tells us the following in Luke 14:12-14: Then said he also to him that bade [invited] him,
When you make [prepare] a dinner or a supper, call not your friends, nor your brethren,
neither your kinsmen [relatives], nor your rich neighbors; lest they also bid [invite] you
again, and a recompence [repayment] be made you. But when you make [prepare] a feast,
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: And you shall be blessed; for they cannot
recompense [repay] you: for you shall be recompensed [rewarded] at the resurrection of
the just. It is how we treat the least of these that matters. And lest we try to overlook this
issue, James warns us that partiality is sin, which is the breaking of GOD’s law, for if we
break even one seemly insignificant commandment then we have in essence broken the
entire Law. We want to show mercy to others, including the poor, so that we will receive
mercy when we are judged.

Faith Without Works Is Dead
14

What does it profit [benefit], my brethren, though a man say he has faith, and have not works? can
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto
them, Depart in peace, be you warmed and filled; notwithstanding you give them not those things which
are needful to the body; what does it profit [benefit]? 17 Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being
alone. 18 Yes, a man may say, You have faith, and I have works: show me your faith without your works,
and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God; You do well: the devils
also believe, and tremble. 20 But will you know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was
not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22 See you
how faith wrought ]was helped] with his works, and by works was faith made perfect [complete]? 23 And
the scripture was fulfilled which said, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24 You see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received
the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.
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Commentary: The relationship between faith and works can often be misunderstood thus
James is trying to clarify the issue. Faith is more than mere belief for faith must produce
action or it is a dead faith. Faith is like a catalyst that energizes us to do things that are a
blessing to GOD and to other people. Works on the other hands are not a means to gain
heaven for works without true faith and trust in GOD are just vain actions. One must trust
GOD with their whole heart thus surrendering their will to GOD and by such surrender they
are motivated to return the love that GOD has shown them by doing good works that are
pleasing to GOD. In other words, we cannot work our way into heaven but we can show
our love to GOD by doing the works that are pleasing to Him. It is in this manner that our
faith is not just idle and useless, but it will be an evidence to the world around us of the love
of GOD being expressed to humanity in the form of our actions.

Taming the Tongue

Chapter 3: 1 My brethren, be not many masters [teachers], knowing that we shall receive the greater
condemnation [judgment]. 2 For in many things we offend [cause to stumble] all. If any man offend [cause
to stumble] not in word, the same is a perfect [spiritually complete] man, and able also to bridle [control]
the whole body. 3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about
their whole body. 4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds,
yet are they turned about with a very small helm [rudder], wheresoever the governor [helmsman] desires
[to go]. 5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasts great things. Behold, how great a matter a
little fire kindles! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members,
that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell [fire]. 7 For
every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed
of mankind: 8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Therewith
bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of
God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceeds blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to
be. 11 Does a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 12 Can the fig tree, my
brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

Commentary: James does not pull any punches when it comes to the issue of the tongue.
And we all know what he means for we have all said things at times that we later wished
that we had not said. It is important therefore that we master our tongues so that we do not
say things that we ought not to say. James says that we praise GOD with our tongue and
then cursed or put down people. This should not be for our tongue should be used for
righteousness and not unrighteousness. So how do we learn to control our tongue? We need
to walk in the Spirit of GOD so that the fruit of the Spirit, which include love, not meaning
harm to anyone; and self-control, so we manage our tongue wisely; will cause us to walk in
righteousness. In other words, what we may not be able to do through human effort, GOD
can do through His Holy Spirit.
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Wisdom from Above
13

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him show out of a good conversation
his works with meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not,
and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom descends not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish. 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 17 But the wisdom
that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated [obeyed], full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace.

Commentary: James is providing us with a contrast between the wisdom of the world which
causes strife and contention with the wisdom of GOD which brings peace to our lives as we
submit to His wisdom and resist our own wisdom. The wisdom of GOD is easy to obey for
it brings benefit to all people. John made this same assessment when he said the following
in 1 John 5:3: For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his
commandments are not grievous. Being not grievous means that the commandments born
of the wisdom of GOD are not hard to keep for they are based on love. And the love of GOD
will produce peace for all who choose to walk in His love. May we all seek to walk in the
love and wisdom of GOD.

Warning Against Worldliness

Chapter 4:

1

From whence [where] come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence [from
this place], even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 You lust [want], and have not: you kill, and
desire to have, and cannot obtain: you fight and war, yet you have not, because you ask not. 3 You ask,
and receive not, because you ask amiss [improperly], that you may consume it upon your lusts
[wants]. 4 You adulterers and adulteresses [people who mix the holy things of GOD with common things
of this world], know you not that the friendship of the world is enmity [hatred, opposition] with God?
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 5 Do you think that the scripture
says in vain, The [human] spirit that dwells in us lusts [desires] to envy?

Commentary: The source of many problems between people is the issue of envy. People want
and do not have but their neighbor has, so they want to take away from the neighbor what
they want. What is true between people is true between nations and this is the reason for
many wars and conflicts. Even in politics, one group is pitted against another group to get
what they want. GOD’s plan is to give us what we need and not necessarily what we want,
for often what we want is not ultimately good for us. We need to be content with what GOD
gives us and not fight and struggle with others to get what is temporal and will pass away.
We should instead seek spiritual things that will last for eternity and seek to store our
treasures in heaven where they will last forever. We need to remember that the desire for
the things of this world is at odds with our love for GOD. It is better to go with less and have
a deep relationship with GOD then to seek to acquire things and have a poor relationship with
GOD, who deeply desires that we be with Him forever.
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The Importance of Being Humble
6

But he [GOD] gives more grace. Wherefore he said, God resists the proud [those who want to do things
their way], but gives grace [unmerited favor] unto the humble [those who want to do things GOD’s
way]. 7 Submit [surrender] yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double minded. 9 Be afflicted [suffer hardships], and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall
lift you up. 11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaks evil of his brother, and judges his
brother, speaks evil of the law, and judges the law: but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the
law, but a judge. 12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who are you that judges
another?
Commentary: There are several key points in this passage that we need to explore. The
first is the importance of being humble. Lucifer’s problem was that of pride and it caused
him to rebel against GOD. All self-pride, which is defined as wanting to place oneself above
others, is sinful. It is OK to be appreciative of a job well done but one should include the
GOD who gave us the ability to accomplish what we accomplished, lest we become prideful
and forget GOD. It is better to be mournful and humble, then to be prideful and frivolous in
our manner. In other words it is better to be serious and grave about life than to be
superficial and thoughtless in our manner. Pride causes us to judge or criticize others,
causing us to say things that ought not to be said. It is true that when we judge others for
what they are doing that we are placing ourselves in the position of GOD. This was the sin
of Lucifer and we do not what to be like him. We need to be loving and patient with people
just as our heavenly Father is loving and patient with us.

Boasting About Tomorrow
13

Go to now, you that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and
buy and sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas you know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapor, that appears for a little time, and then vanishes away. 15 For that you ought to say, If
the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 16 But now you rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing
is evil. 17 Therefore to him that knows to do good, and does it not, to him it is sin.

Commentary: We are often presumptuous about life. We think that we can control life and
accomplish what we want to accomplish. But life is elusive and complex. We may be
successful for a while in guiding our life but at some point, our life will hit an iceberg and we
will lose control. In other words, all may go well for a while but inevitably life will throw us a
curve ball that we were not expecting. In is better to center our life in GOD’s will for our life
because He knows what is coming and we do not. GOD is loving and caring enough to prepare
us for the speed bumps in life if we will let Him. We need to have GOD’s perspective on our
life, for our lives are truly a vapor and life passes by so quickly and when it is done, we will
feel remorse for what we did not do right. But if we let GOD direct our lives, then we will
have no regrets, for GOD will bless our life now, while He is preparing us for the real blessing
to come in the next life when we will be with GOD forever.
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Warning to the Rich

Chapter 5:

1

Go to now, you rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon
you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 3 Your gold and silver is cankered
[rusted]; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. You
have heaped treasure together for the last days. 4 Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped
[harvested] down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, cries [from the labors]: and the cries of
them which have reaped [harvested] are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth [hosts, the Lord’s
armies]. 5 You have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton [lived for pleasure]; you have
nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and killed the just; and he does
not resist you.
2

Commentary: Many of the rich people of the earth have gained their riches by taking
advantage of others. Many of the rich people seek power so that they can control others and
many of the rich seek a life of their own pleasure at the expense of others. James is telling us
that these people will receive a just reward for their selfish sinfulness. This is why we are told
to not favor the rich, but we do need to pray for them so that they can come to the knowledge
of the truth and be saved. Some rich people are servants of GOD, like Abraham who was very
wealthy, and we need to pray for them for they face many temptations. But the richest people
of all are those who have a deep personal relationship with the one who owns all the wealth
of the universe.

Patience in Suffering
7

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman [farmer] waits
for the precious fruit of the earth, and has long patience for it, until he receives the early and latter
rain. 8 Be you also patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draws nigh [near]. 9 Grudge
not one against another, brethren, lest you be condemned: behold, the judge stands before the
door. 10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of
suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. You have heard of
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful [kind], and of tender
mercy. 12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither
by any other oath: but let your yes be yes; and your no, no; lest you fall into condemnation.

Commentary: Many of the saints of GOD have suffered for the name of the Lord so we should
not shrink back from suffering for the same cause. GOD will see us through our suffering and
strengthen us in our faith and trust in Him. We need to persevere until the day of His coming
so that we will be prepared to be proper citizens in His Kingdom. We should not become
discouraged while we wait for the Lord, for His coming will be at the right time and in
accordance with the plan of GOD. We are encouraged therefore to live as proper believers
in Christ by honest communications from our mouths and not trying to deceive others by our
words. Our words need to be the truth of GOD’s Word and our actions need to reflect of the
love of GOD to other people.
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The Prayer of Faith
13

Is any among you afflicted [suffering]? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms [praising
GOD]. 14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 16 Confess your faults
[departures from righteousness] one to another, and pray one for another, that you may be healed
[overcoming our weaknesses]. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails [is powerful]
much. 17 Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not
rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. 19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the
truth, and one convert him; 20 Let him know, that he which converts the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

Commentary: James leaves us with some powerful words regarding prayer. Prayer is the
answer to our suffering regardless of the cause. Prayer will draw us closer to GOD and will
cause the power of GOD to move on our behalf. The sick will be healed, the sinner will be
converted, and their sins will be forgiven. And the scope of our prayers is not limited. Elijah
prayed and brought a drought on the land for three and a half years to fulfill the will of GOD,
so it is nothing for GOD to hear our prayers on behalf of those who are suffering. But we
must also realize that some suffering is the result of people retaining sin in their life. They
must first refuse the sin so that they can be healed. This where being loving to others and
sharing the truth in love can assist the release from suffering in accordance with GOD’s will.
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The First Letter of Peter
Introduction
Peter is the author of this letter which was written circa AD 68 and during the final years of Nero’s
persecution of believers. It is thought to be written from Rome and written for the Jewish and Gentile
audiences in northern Asia Minor. The letters of Peter reflect the transformation of a brash fisherman to
a loving saint of GOD. It is interesting to note the scope of this transformation as we consider the work
of transformation in our life. Peter had the blessing of being with Jesus firsthand, but we also can be
transformed as Peter was by beholding Jesus in our lives for it is the will of GOD to form all of us into the
image of Jesus. The key points are as follows:
• We are born again to experience the hope we have in GOD
• We are called to a holy life
• We are a holy people built on the cornerstone of Christ
• We are to submit to authority
• We are to honor the role of husbands and wives
• We are to endure suffering even we are being righteous
• We are to be sharers of GOD’s grace
• We are to understand our suffering as a believer
• We are to understand the shepherding relationship within the flock

Greeting

Chapter 1: 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 Elect [chosen] according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto
you, and peace, be multiplied.

Born Again to a Living Hope
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy has
begotten [born] us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fades not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein
you greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, you are in heaviness through manifold
temptations [trials]: 7 That the trial [testing] of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not seen, you love; in whom, though now you see him not, yet believing,
you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of
your souls. 10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of
the grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
follow. 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
[Spirit] down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.
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Commentary: Peter is setting the case for our salvation which includes the forgiveness of our
sins, the restoration of our being from the ravages of sin, and the preparation for the kingdom
to come. Our faith in GOD will be tested in all three phases of our salvation so we need to
endure our testing with eyes firmly fixed on Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith,
Hebrews 12:2. And should we successfully complete our testing, we have a wonderful
inheritance prepared for us in heaven that we will experience with even greater joy which for
now is unspeakable and we will witness a glory that is beyond our comprehension. The good
news is that we have the work of the Holy Spirit to aid and assist us as we prepare for the
coming kingdom that will belong to Jesus our Lord, Savior, and brother.

Called to Be Holy
13

Wherefore gird up [prepare] the loins [an expression for the frontal lobe which guides the decision
making processes of the brain] of your mind, be sober [thinking and acting carefully], and hope [trust] to
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation [revealing] of Jesus Christ; 14 As
obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts [desires] in your
ignorance: 15 But as he which has called you is holy, so be you holy in all manner of conversation [manner
of life]; 16 Because it is written, Be you holy; for I am holy {Leviticus 19:2; 20:7, 26}. 17 And if you call on
the Father, who without respect of persons judges according to every man's work, pass the time of your
sojourning [time of your life] here in fear [reverence]: 18 Forasmuch as you know that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation [manner of life] received
by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot: 20 Who truly was foreordained [was in agreement] before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest [made evident]in these last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him
up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 22 Seeing you have
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned [sincere] love of the brethren,
see that you love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which lives and abides forever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and
all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower thereof falls away: 25 But the
word of the Lord endures forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

Commentary: Holiness is a primary concern for the believer for holiness is the test of
preparedness for the kingdom. GOD is holy and the people of heaven must be holy as well
to be proper citizens of the kingdom. Anything that is unholy will be exempted from the
kingdom. It is that serious. But how do we become holy? We first must surrender our life to
GOD for our previous life was certainly unholy. We then submit to the will of GOD for our life
by being guided by the Holy Spirit who will lead us into the righteousness of Christ. In other
words, we must die to our own desires and live our life by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We
must endure the refining fire of testing and trials, but in the end if we have surrendered
completely to GOD, He will keep us holy and ripe for His Kingdom. This was the goal of Jesus
as He shed His precious blood so that we could be free to become holy. Let us honor the
sacrifice of Jesus by obeying our Father onto holiness.
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A Living Stone and a Holy People

Chapter 2: 1 Wherefore laying aside all malice [hatred], and all guile [deceptions], and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby: 3 If so be you have tasted that the Lord is gracious [kind]. 4 To whom coming, as unto a living
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 5 You also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect
[chosen], precious: and he that believes on him shall not be confounded [made ashamed]. 7 Unto you
therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence,
even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed [set
apart] . 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar [special
possession] people; that you should show forth the praises of him who has called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your conversation [manner
of life] honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your
good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.

Commentary: Peter is laying out the particulars that distinguish believers from unbelievers.
Believers have departed from the ways of the world which include hatred, envy, deceptive
behavior, and wicked lifestyles. Believers are instead being fashioned into the image of
Jesus, who is the chief cornerstone of a spiritual temple of which every believer is placed as
living stones forming the structure of the spiritual church. As such, each believer must
maintain purity of spirit and faith, or they will be rejected from the spiritual temple due to
their disobedience. Obedience to GOD is the primary concern of the believer and will
determine one’s acceptance into the Kingdom of GOD, Matthew 7:21: Not everyone that
says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will
of my Father which is in heaven. The will of the Father is that we will walk in His ways by
being obedient to His commandments. Our obedience is expressed in avoiding anything
sinful such as lustful passions, but instead we are to do godly works that will being glory to
GOD.

Submission to Authority
13

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as
supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and
for the praise of them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing you may put to silence
the ignorance [lack of knowledge[ of foolish men: 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of
maliciousness [evil doing], but as the servants of God. 17 Honor [show value in] all men. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the froward [wicked]. 19 For this is thankworthy [full of grace], if a man
for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when you be
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buffeted [mistreated with violence] for your faults, you shall take it patiently? but if, when you do well,
and suffer for it, you take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were you called:
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow his steps: 22 Who did no
sin, neither was guile [deceit] found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled [abused], reviled [did not
return abuse] not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judges
righteously: 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree [cross], that we, being dead to
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes you were healed [made spiritual whole from sin]
{Isaiah 53:5}. 25 For you were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop
[overseer] of your souls.

Commentary: Peter is recommending that we be respectful of governing authorities who
are ministers of GOD to ensure the peace and prosecute evil doers. There are times however
when governments will be corrupt and will persecute believers. We are not to obey their
evil commands and thereby we will suffer persecution. But to suffer persecution for doing
what is right is to follow the example of Jesus who was perfectly innocent yet suffered
mightily on our behalf. It is because of the suffering of Jesus that we can be made spiritual
whole unto the Father. So we must be respectful to authorities and pray for them, but we
do not obey their commands that depart from GOD’s instructions. We must be prepared for
the suffering that we will experience when such persecution exists lest we fall away and lose
our claim to life eternal.

Wives and Husbands
Chapter 3: 1 Likewise, you wives, be in subjection [yielded respect] to your own husbands; that, if any
obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation [lifestyle] of the
wives; 2 While they behold your chaste conversation [manner of living] coupled with fear
[reverence]. 3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting [braiding] the hair, and of
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden man [human being] of the heart, in
that which is not corruptible [subject to decay], even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in
the sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted
in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection [yielded respect] unto their own husbands: 6 Even as
Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters you are, as long as you do well, and are not
afraid with any amazement [terror]. 7 Likewise, you husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge
[understanding], giving honor [value] unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

Commentary: Peter, like Paul, is giving instructions to married couples. Wives
should show respect unto the husband while the husband is to value the wife and
show honor onto her. The wife is not a slave but a special partner in the grace of
GOD. Women are encouraged to not be preoccupied with outward adornments but
instead are to cultivate a meek and quite spirit that is willing to serve the needs of
others rather than be involved in selfish pursuits. The husband is to love the wife as
Christ loved the church and sacrificed Himself for the church.
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Living Righteously
8

Finally, be you all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful
[compassionate], be courteous: 9 Not rendering [returning] evil for evil, or railing [insulting words] for
railing [insulting words]: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that you are thereunto called [invited], that
you should inherit a blessing. 10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue
from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile [deceit]: 11 Let him eschew [hate] evil, and do good; let him
seek peace, and ensue it [seek after it eagerly]. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and
his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 13 And who is
he that will harm you, if you be followers of that which is good?

Suffering for Righteousness' Sake
14

But and if you suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are you: and be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled; 15 But sanctify [make holy] the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 16 Having
a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely
accuse your good conversation [manner of living] in Christ. 17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that
you suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. 18 For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened [made alive] by the
Spirit: 19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; 20 Which sometime [formerly]
were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 21 The like figure [example] whereunto
even baptism does also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on
the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

Commentary: Peter first gives us the definition of righteous living before approaching the
subject of suffering for righteous living. Jesus is the prime example of suffering when walking
in righteousness for Jesus was always righteous in everything that He did. But the world
walks in unrighteousness and the people of the world will always attack those who walk in
the manner of Jesus. It should be of no surprise that the righteous will be persecuted. But
the righteous have a promise that they will receive eternal blessings for the suffering they
experience. Peter gives the example of the suffering of righteous Noah who was a vessel
through which Jesus spoke to the unrighteous of that day. They ridiculed Noah for one
hundred and twenty years but then Noah and his family were saved, and they perished. We
want to live like Jesus even if it means that we will suffer persecution for we value not a
world that is perishing but the kingdom to come that is eternal and is perfectly righteous.
Stewards of God's Grace

Chapter 4: 1 Forasmuch then as Christ has suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the
same mind: for he that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the
rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts [evil desires] of men, but to the will of God. 3 For the time past of
our life may suffice [have been enough for] us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings [excessive partying], banqueting [feasts], and
abominable idolatries: 4 Wherein they think it strange that you run not with them to the same excess of
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riot [sinful living], speaking evil of you: 5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick
[living] and the dead. 6 For to this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they
might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 7 But the end of all
things is at hand: be you therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 8 And above all things have fervent
charity [love] among yourselves: for charity [love] shall cover the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality one
to another without grudging. 10 As every man has received the gift, even so minister the same one to
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles
[words] of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God gives: that God in all things
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Commentary: We all acted in an ungodly manner prior to our conversion where we pursued
our selfish desires. But now we are to walk in the grace of GOD where we walk in selfless
love for one another. We once did not take life serious enough but now we are to be sober
and clear minded so that we can minister the grace of GOD to other people. We are to be
kind and generous in sharing the love of GOD. It is in this manner that we repent (turn our
life around 180o) to walk in the righteous of Christ that has been bestowed on us by our loving
heavenly Father.

Suffering as a Christian
12

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his
glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14 If you be reproached for the name of
Christ, happy are you; for the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of,
but on your part he is glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer,
or as a busybody in other men's matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God on this behalf. 17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18 And if
the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 19 Wherefore let them
that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a
faithful Creator.

Commentary: Some people have the mistaken Idea that once you become a Christian that
life will be wonderful, and you will not have any more problems. This is not an idea based in
reality. All people will suffer problems for we live in sinful world that is prone to suffering.
And as Christians, we get extra suffering because we are at odds with the world. The world
hates us because we stand for what is right and they stand for what is wrong. We need to
endure all of our suffering for GOD is aware of our suffering and He will turn our suffering
into something good for us. We need to remember that GOD will judge all unrighteousness
so we as the church will be judged first. Let us forsake all unrighteousness in our life lest we
face judgment.
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Shepherd the Flock of God

Chapter 5: 1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which
is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint [being forced], but willingly; not for filthy
lucre [not for the greed of money], but of a ready [willing] mind; 3 Neither as being lords over God's
heritage [the people of GOD assigned to you], but being ensamples [examples] to the flock. 4 And when
the chief Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a crown of glory that fades not away. 5 Likewise, you
younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yes, all of you be subject [willingly yielded] one to another,
and be clothed with humility: for God resists the proud, and gives grace to the humble {Proverbs
3:34}. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due
time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he cares for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist steadfast
in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
world. 10 But the God of all grace, who has called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that you
have suffered a while, make you perfect [spiritually complete], stablish, strengthen, settle you. 11 To him
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Commentary: Peter is encouraging the elders to serve GOD with a pure heart and not to
serve based on earthly lusts. Spiritual leaders are to be examples of Christ’s life to the flock,
and they are not to try to control the flock, but they should lead by their example. The flock
should show respect and honor to the leaders who battle for the flock spiritually. Peter
reminds us that the life of the believer is one of humility for we have nothing to be proud of
apart from Christ. We need to be vigilant regarding the wiles of the devil for he seeks to
destroy as many lives as he can. We should not be involved in frivolous worldly affairs but
rather be firmly pursuing the things of GOD that we may stand against our adversary. And
finally we have the hope that GOD is perfecting our faith so that we may experience the
glories of the life to come.

Final Greetings
12

By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying
that this is the true grace of God wherein you stand. 13 The church that is at Babylon [Rome], elected
together with you, salutes [greets] you; and so does Marcus my son. 14 Greet you one another with a
kiss of charity [love]. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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The Second Letter of Peter
Introduction
Peter is the author of this second letter which was written soon after the first letter placing it at the same
time as the first letter circa AD 68. It is thought to be written from Rome and written for Jewish and
Gentile audiences in northern Asia Minor, which were the same audiences as the first letter. The reason
for the letter is supposed to be a result of some reports that Peter received regarding false teachers who
were misleading the people. Peter stresses the importance of knowing the Word of GOD so one will not
be misled by false doctrine. The key points are as follows:
• We are to confirm and hold fast to our calling in GOD
• We are to understand the prophetic word of GOD
• We are to be aware of false prophets and teachers
• We are to understand the coming judgment of this world
• We are to grow in the grace of GOD
• We are to be knowledgeable about the Word of GOD

Greeting

Chapter 1: 1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like
precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

2

Grace and peace

Confirm Your Calling and Election
3

According as his divine power has given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through
the knowledge of him that has called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises: that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance [self-control]; and to temperance [self-control]
patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity [love]. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that you shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacks these things is blind, and
cannot see afar off, and has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10 Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your calling [invitation to be GOD’s family] and election [being chosen to
be in GOD’s family] sure: for if you do these things, you shall never fall: 11 For so an entrance shall be
ministered [provided] unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. 12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though
you know them, and be established in the present truth. 13 Yes, I think it meet [proper], as long as I am
in this tabernacle [body], to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 14 Knowing that shortly I must
put off this my tabernacle [body], even as our Lord Jesus Christ has shown me. 15 Moreover I will
endeavor that you may be able after my decease [death] to have these things always in remembrance.
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Commentary: Our relationship with GOD is not superficial but it is one that has great depth.
GOD has given us the opportunity to experience His promises that lead to eternal life. GOD
does the leading and provides the means for eternal life, so all we have to do is believe Him
and trust Him by surrendering our life to Him and forsaking the ways of our former life. We
do this by allowing GOD to work in our life to produce the following spiritual qualities which
are a reflection of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit: faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, patience,
godliness, kindness, and love. We will be protected from the corrupting influence of the
world as we develop these qualities in our life by the work of the Holy Spirit. The presence
of these qualities is the assurance that we will not fail to achieve eternal life. We need to
do as Peter is suggesting by keeping each other in remembrance of these points as we await
the coming of our Lord and the transforming of our bodies into heavenly bodies that will be
with Christ forever.

Christ's Glory and the Prophetic Word
16

For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received from God the
Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with
him in the holy mount. 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto you do well that you
take heed [pay attention], as unto a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spoke
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost [Spirit].

Commentary: Peter is providing us with two valuable assurances that the Gospel message
is true. The first is the eyewitness record of what he himself and the other disciples saw and
experienced. The second is the record of biblical prophecy which has been proven to be
accurate by fulfilment, by historical, record, and by personal experience as the prophecies
have ben applied to our lives. We are not being led by blind faith for we have these
testimonies to assure us on our journey to eternal life.

False Prophets and Teachers

Chapter 2: But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers
among you, who privily [secretly] shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow their pernicious [destructive]
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And through covetousness shall they
with feigned [deceptive] words make merchandise [exploit] of you: whose judgment now of a long time
lingers [is not delayed forever] not, and their damnation slumbers [is not forgotten by GOD] not. 4 For if
God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, [more properly translated as abyss, a
place where disobedient angels await judgment for their misdeeds—Jude verse 6] and delivered them
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into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah
the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the godly; 6 And
turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them
an exsample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7 And delivered just Lot, vexed [oppressed by] with
the filthy conversation [manner of living] of the wicked: 8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them,
in seeing and hearing, vexed [oppressed] his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful
deeds;) 9 The Lord knowing how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto
the day of judgment to be punished: 10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness,
and despise government. Presumptuous are they, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities. 11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against
them before the Lord. 12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil
of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 13 And shall
receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots [like
cancer cells] they are and blemishes, sporting [living in luxury and earthly pleasures] themselves with their
own deceptions while they feast with you; 14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin;
beguiling [deceiving] unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed
children: 15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son
of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass
[donkey] speaking with man's voice forbad [hindered] the madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells
without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest [storm]; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved
for ever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness [wickedness], those that were clean escaped from them who live in
error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom
a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions
of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein,
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb
[Proverbs 26:11}, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing
in the mire.
Commentary: Peter is giving us a powerful description of the work of false prophets and
teachers. One important aspect of their heresies is the denial of Jesus, which is the spirit of
Antichrist, 1 John 4:3. These false ones seek to exploit us for their financial gain. Many false
prosperity teachers promise rich rewards if you send them your money, but these are false
claims that are designed by Satan to rob the church of needed finances to do the work of the
Gospel. But these false teachers take the money to spend it on themselves to live in a luxurious
manner and not to promote the gospel. These false prophets and spokespeople for GOD are
of the ilk of Ballam who desired money to curse Israel. GOD would not let him curse Israel, so
he blessed them instead. The modern false prophets do not care who they hurt just so they
can prosper. Most of their preaching is about being free in GOD so we do not have to obey
the Law of GOD which is not freedom in righteousness but slavery to sin. Some these false
ones were once believers, but they left the true faith to pursue their own agenda and have
returned to the ways of the world. A true believer cannot have anything to do with worldly
passions and desires for they will corrupt their faith. Peter uses very descriptive language to
describe the nature of these apostate believers—dogs and pigs.
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The Day of the Lord Will Come

Chapter 3: 1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds
by way of remembrance: 2 That you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 3 Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is the promise
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation. 5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and
the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 6 Whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished: 7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are
kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition [destruction] of ungodly
men. 8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought you to be in all holy conversation [manner of living] and godliness, 12 Looking for and
hasting [desiring greatly] unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

Commentary: Peter is assuring us that the coming of Christ is sure despite the protests from
the unbelievers that nothing has changed. The delay in the appearing of Christ has to do
with the great mercy of GOD. GOD is giving every person the chance to repent before the
wrath of GOD is exercised and the current earth is destroyed of all vestiges of sin. GOD will
create a new heaven and earth that will be devoid of any sin, but all the people who reject
the mercy of GOD will face the ultimate destruction. Peter asks with such events in the
future in mind, how shall we live our lives now? The answer is to press into the
righteousness of Christ being vessels of light to the world, so that we will be prepared for
the kingdom to come.

Final Words
14

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that you look for such things, be diligent that you may be found of him in
peace, without spot, and blameless. 15 And account that the longsuffering [patience] of our Lord is
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him has written unto
you; 16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest [twist], as they do also the other scriptures,
unto their own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, seeing you know these things before, beware lest
you also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. 18 But grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever.
Amen.
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The First Letter of John
Introduction
The apostle John is thought to be author of this letter which was written circa AD 90 and was probably
written in conjunction with the Gospel of John due to their similarity. It is thought to be written from His
exile on the island of Patmos and directed to the seven churches of Asia that he wrote about in in the
Book of Revelation. John wanted the believer to understand three main subjects that he addressed in
this letter: the importance of ministering in the love of GOD with all the passion that love will foster; to
resist the false teachers that were perverting the teachings of the apostles; and to be assured of eternal
life through one’s relation with the Father. The key points are as follows:
• The word of life
• Walking in the light
• Jesus is our advocate
• The ‘new’ commandment: loving each other
• Do not love the world
• Warnings against antichrists
• Being children of GOD
• How to love one another
• Testing the spirits
• Love is the nature of GOD
• Overcoming the world
• Testimony regarding Jesus
• The things we need to know

The Word of Life

Chapter 1: 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2 (For the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that
you also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ. 4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.

Commentary: John does not like to draw attention to himself, so he does not reveal himself
as the author directly, but he gives us the clue that he was present with Jesus and is an
eyewitness to the events of during the life of Jesus. John also in his Gospel does not directly
refer to himself but says he is the disciple the Jesus loved. It is important that we
understand the importance of John’s testimony regarding Jesus for it is authentic and was
not fabricated at a later time by another author. We can therefore have confidence in the
words that John wrote regarding Jesus and the importance of our relationship with the
Father.
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Walking in the Light
5

This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do
not the truth: 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.

Commentary: Sin is darkness. GOD has no sin, so He is total light. GOD wants us to walk in
the light so we must shed any darkness in our life. This is why GOD cleanses us from all sin
when we come to Him. Our job is to stay away from sin, so we do not have darkness in our
life. If we fail and do commit sin, then we must confess our sin so GOD can cleanse us of that
sin. We should never hold on to our sin for it will harden our heart towards GOD but if we
release our sin by confessing it to GOD, then He will cleanse us of our sin. Some people refuse
to believe that there is sin or that they have sinned. But GOD says all have sinned and have
fallen short of the glory of GOD, Romans 3:23. We all must confess our sins and be cleansed,
or we risk losing out on eternal life.

Chapter 2:

1

My little children, these things write I unto you, that you sin not. And if any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation [sacrificial
atonement] for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And hereby we
do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that says, I know him, and keeps not
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso keeps his word, in him truly is the
love of God perfected [made complete] : hereby know we that we are in him. 6 He that says he abides in
him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

Commentary: Jesus is our defense attorney pleading our cause before the Father. Jesus
pleads that His sacrifice is sufficient to cover our sin if we will repent. But repenting is more
than saying you are sorry. It means turning away from sin by obeying the commandments
of GOD. We know that GOD’s love is being made perfect in us by our obedience to His
commands for these commands are based in love; first honoring GOD and then by not
bringing harm to other people.

The New Commandment
7

Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which you had from the
beginning. The old commandment is the word which you have heard from the beginning. 8 Again, a new
commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and
the true light now shines. 9 He that says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness even until
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now. 10 He that loves his brother abides in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in
him. 11 But he that hates his brother is in darkness, and walks in darkness, and knows not whither [where]
he goes, because that darkness has blinded his eyes. 12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins
are forgiven you for his name's sake. 13 I write unto you, fathers, because you have known him that is
from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because you have overcome the wicked one. I write
unto you, little children, because you have known the Father. 14 I have written unto you, fathers, because
you have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because you are
strong, and the word of God abides [lives] in you, and you have overcome the wicked one.

Commentary: Love is the basis for all the commandments so if one loves his brother then
that person is walking in the light for the light is love. But if one hates or has ill will to his
brother, then that person is in darkness which is not the love of GOD. The darkness of that
person will cause them to stumble by committing sins that go against GOD. We all need to
walk in love to that the darkness does not come into our life and we will then overcome the
evil one.

Do Not Love the World
15

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passes away, and the lust thereof:
but he that does the will of God abides forever.

Commentary: Any affection that we place on the things of the world is taking away from
our love of GOD. Many people think that they can please GOD and yet live a worldly
lifestyle. Jesus clarified this situation by stating the following in Luke 16:13: No servant can
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold
[have preference] to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon
[worldly treasures and pleasures]. John hits the crux of the matter in his description of
worldly attributes: lust of the flesh is to seek sensual pleasures; lust of the eyes is the
constant desire to have what others have; and the pride of life is self-exaltation and boastful
antics. These things have no place in the kingdom of GOD for GOD resists the proud and
honors the humble {Proverbs 3:34}, who are willing to sacrifice the things of this world to
gain those things of the world to come.

Warning Concerning Antichrists
18

Little children, it is the last time: and as you have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 19 They went out from us, but they were not
of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they
might be made manifest [evident] that they were not all of us. 20 But you have an unction [anointing]
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from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not written unto you because you know not the
truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denies that
Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denies the Son, the
same has not the Father: (but) he that acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24 Let that therefore
abide [live] in you, which you have heard from the beginning. If that which you have heard from the
beginning shall remain in you, you also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the
promise that he has promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you concerning
them that seduce you. 27 But the anointing which you have received of him abides in you, and you need
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teaches you of all things, and is truth, and is no
lie, and even as it has taught you, you shall abide in him.
Commentary: Antichrist is not merely a person, but it is a spirit that influences the
disobedient people. They resist the truth of Christ’s mission and seek to discourage others
from believing in Jesus. This is the antichrist spirit at work. You can discern it by their reject
of Jesus as the Savior of mankind. Some people think that they can worship GOD but reject
Jesus but anyone who rejects Jesus automatically rejects the One who sent Him. We are to
listen to the leading of the Holy spirit whose job it is to lead us into all truth, John 16:13, and
not to voices of people who reject Jesus.

Children of God
28

And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be
ashamed before him at his coming. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that every one that
does righteousness is born of him.

Chapter 3: 1 Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the world knows us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that has this hope in him purifies himself,
even as he is pure. 4 Whosoever commits sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the transgression of the
law. 5 And you know that he was manifested [appeared] to take away our sins; and in him is no
sin. 6 Whosoever abides in him sins not: whosoever sins has not seen him, neither knows him. 7 Little
children, let no man deceive you: he that does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He
that commits sin is of the devil; for the devil sins from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whosoever is born of God does not commit
sin; for his seed remains in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 In this the children of
God are manifest [evident], and the children of the devil: whosoever does not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loves not his brother.
Commentary: It is important to know that when we surrender our lives to GOD that we
become His child and we are no more the children of the devil. If we are therefore His
children, we need to reflect His character. We have the saying, ‘like father like son.’ Jesus
was like His Father in that He was sinless. We need to be like our Father and Brother and be
sinless in our character. We accomplish this goal by being born again by the Spirit and then
we turn away from our previous sinful life to live our life in the righteousness of Christ.
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Love One Another
11

For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 12 Not as
Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous. 13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 14 We
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loves not his
brother abides in death. 15 Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and you know that no murderer
has eternal life abiding in him. 16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for
us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoso has this world's goods, and sees
his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels [heart] of compassion from him, how dwells the love of
God in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed [action] and in
truth. 19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 20 For if
our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 23 And this is his
commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he
gave us commandment. 24 And he that keeps his commandments dwells in him, and he in him. And
hereby we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.
Commentary: We are the children of GOD and since GOD is love, we must walk in love to our
brothers. If we do not love our brothers, then we are not of the family of GOD. But if we
love our brothers then we will show love, respect, and compassion for the needs of our
brothers. If we love our brothers and show respect towards them then we will witness to the
world that we are Christ’s disciples. But if we show disrespect for our brothers and leave
them in need, then we show not that we are Christ’s disciples. Love is the key to our behavior
and the presence of love in our hearts reveals that we are the children of GOD.

Test the Spirits

Chapter 4: 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many
false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know you the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesses not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof you have heard that
it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 4 You are of God, little children, and have
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world:
therefore speak they of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God: he that knows God hears
us; he that is not of God hears not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

Commentary: When John speaks of testing the spirits, he is referring to the discernment of the
motivation of people. People who are of GOD have a motivation to love people as GOD loves
them. People who are not of GOD but are influenced by the spirit of antichrist do not have the
motivation to love people and will in fact hurt other people to get what they want. The people
of GOD listen to the Spirit and are changed in their hearts, but the people of the world hear
not the Spirit of GOD and are not changed. We can know them by their fruits/attitudes.
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God Is Love
7

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loves is born of God, and knows
God. 8 He that loves not knows not God; for God is love. 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation [sacrificial
atonement] for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 12 No man
has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwells in us, and his love is perfected [made
complete] in us. 13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the
world. 15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells in him, and he in God. 16 And
we have known and believed the love that God has to us. God is love; and he that dwells in love dwells in
God, and God in him. 17 Herein is our love made perfect [complete], that we may have boldness in the
day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect
[completed] love casts out fear: because fear has torment [expectation of punishment]. He that fears is
not made perfect [complete] in love. 19 We love him, because he first loved us. 20 If a man say, I love
God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can he
love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loves God
love his brother also.

Commentary: John is continuing his theme of GOD’s love. GOD’s love was manifested to us
by sending Jesus to be the sacrifice for our sins. We return that love by being loving to those
people around us, and yes, that includes those who are not easy to love. Were we easy for
GOD to love when we were sinning? We should therefore be patient with those who not easy
to love. The evidence of GOD being in us is the manner in which we treat others. John goes
on to explain that our love in GOD keeps us from fearing punishment from Him for He has
forgiven our sins. But if we do not walk in the love of GOD then we have fear in our hearts of
punishment for we are not walking where we ought to walk. The remedy is to get right with
GOD and walk in His love.

Overcoming the World

Chapter 5: 1 Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loves him
that begat [fathered] loves him also that is begotten [fathered] of him. 2 By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that
we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous [hard to keep]. 4 For whatsoever
is born of God overcomes the world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our
faith. 5 Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Commentary: We are to be overcomers of the influence of the world which causes people to
sin. The strength to overcome is found in our faith in Jesus and the salvation that He brought
to us. This salvation enables us to keep the commandments of GOD which are based in love
and express the love of GOD. It is not hard to keep the commandments of GOD if we love Him
and are born again of the Spirit.
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Testimony Concerning the Son of God
6

This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood.
And it is the Spirit that bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 8 And there are three that
bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 9 If we
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he has
testified of his Son. 10 He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself: he that believes not
God has made him a liar; because he believes not the record that God gave of his Son. 11 And this is the
record, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that has the Son has life; and
he that has not the Son of God has not life.
Commentary: The witness for Jesus as the Son of GOD is exceedingly strong. Those people
who believe the witness have eternal life for even as the physical body, which was born in sin,
perishes, the person will be raised onto eternal life at the return of Christ. Those people who
reject the witness of Jesus do not have eternal life and are dead spiritually, even though they
may breathe and walk around, they are destined to death once the physical body ceases to
function. They will not be raised to eternal life for they will face the judgment for their
rejection of Christ and will perish in the lake of fire, Revelation 20:15

That You May Know
13

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that you may know
that you have eternal life, and that you may believe on the name of the Son of God. 14 And this is the
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he hears us: 15 And if we
know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 16 If
any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them
that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 17 All
unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. 18 We know that whosoever is born of God sins
not; but he that is begotten of God keeps himself, and that wicked one touches him not. 19 And we know
that we are of God, and the whole world lies in wickedness. 20 And we know that the Son of God is come,
and has given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true,
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from
idols. Amen.

Commentary: There are two important aspects to this passage that we need to understand.
The first is that what we ask for must be in accordance with the will of GOD. We will not
receive things that are not in GOD’s will, but we will receive the things that help us grow
spiritually. The second is that there are two types of sin, which is defined as falling short of
the mark. There are sins which lead to death which are the gross sins outlined in Galatians
5:19-21 and exempt people from GOD’s kingdom. Then there are sins of unrighteousness.
Jesus mentions in Matthew 5:28 that to look on a woman in lust is wrong. The act of adultery
is gross sin for it breaks the commandment of GOD but thinking about it does not break the
commandment, but it is unrighteous in nature, thus a sin that leads not onto death. We must
avoid even these sins that do not actually break the law but are unrighteous in nature.
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The Second Letter of John
Introduction
The apostle John is thought to be author of this letter which was written circa AD 90. It is thought to be
written from His exile on the island of Patmos and directed to a different audience than the first letter.
This letter was addressed to the lady and her children. A woman represents a church, and the children
would be the members of that church. The first letter was written to a group of churches, but this letter
was written to a specific church that was experiencing a struggle with false teachers. We can all identify
with this problem. John wanted us to understand the importance of maintain pure doctrine and to exhort
one another in godly love. The key point is as follows:
• Walking in truth and love

Greeting

Chapter 1: 1 The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but
also all they that have known the truth; 2 For the truth's sake, which dwells in us, and shall be with us
forever. 3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Walking in Truth and Love
4

I rejoiced greatly that I found of your children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment
from the Father. 5 And now I beseech [request of] you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment
unto you, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. 6 And this is love, that
we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as you have heard from the beginning,
you should walk in it. 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those
things which we have wrought [worked], but that we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever transgresses
[breaks the commandments], and abides [remains] not in the doctrine of Christ, has not God. He that
abides [remains] in the doctrine of Christ, he has both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed [pronounce
a blessing or warm greeting]: 11 For he that bids him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

Commentary: The apostle John is always emphasizing the importance of walking in love
for GOD is love in His essence and the believers in GOD should have godly love as their
essence as well. We show love by blessing others. But as John warns, there are some
people that we need to be weary of as they are not grounded in the truth of GOD. Jesus
warned us to weary of wolves in sheep’s clothing. Some people may seem godly but what
they believe and teach is not consistent with the Bible. They disguise their true intent by
showing an external form of righteousness, but their words are not true. We are to avoid
such people and not even extend a blessing on them as their function is to deceive people
and distract them from the kingdom. Pray for them but do not extend hospitality to them.
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Final Greetings
12

Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto
you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full. 13 The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.
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The Third Letter of John
Introduction
The apostle John is thought to be author of this letter which was written circa AD 90. It is thought to be
written from His exile on the island of Patmos and directed to Gaius, a leader of some churches in Asia
(Minor). This letter was addressing a problem that arose with a man named Diotrephes who was a leader
that was banning traveling missionaries to come to his church. While John warned against false teachers
in the previous letter, John was encouraging the welcoming of true teachers in the fellowship of the
church. The issue becomes one of spiritual discernment and not blanket policies. The key point is as
follows:
• Experiencing support and opposition

Greeting

Chapter 1: 1 The elder unto the well-beloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.

2

Beloved, I wish above
all things that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers. For I rejoiced greatly,
when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, even as you walk in the truth. 4 I have
no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.
3

Support and Opposition
5

Beloved, you do faithfully whatsoever you do to the brethren, and to strangers; 6 Which have borne
witness of your charity [love] before the church: whom if you bring forward [provide generously] on their
journey after a godly sort, you shall do well: 7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking
nothing of the Gentiles. 8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellow helpers to the
truth. 9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them,
received us not. 10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he does, prating [making false
accusations] against us with malicious [ill-will] words: and not content therewith, neither does he himself
receive the brethren, and forbids them that would, and casts them out of the church. 11 Beloved, follow
not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that does good is of God: but he that does evil has not
seen God. 12 Demetrius has good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yes, and we also bear record;
and you know that our record is true.

Commentary: Diotrephes is an example of what spiritual leadership should not do. They
get on a power trip and start to make rules and policies that are not consistent with the
Word of GOD. Such people bring harm to the Gospel. All spiritual leaders are servants and
not to be tyrants. We all are submitted to the leadership of Jesus first and then to under
shepherds second, who reflect the character of the head shepherd, Jesus. Jesus specifically
said we are not to Lord over the flock, but we are to lead by example. The gist of this letter
is to resist bad leadership that is not consistent with the Word and support good leadership
and ministers of the Gospel who are doing GOD’s work.
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Final Greetings
13

I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto you: 14 But I trust I shall shortly
see you, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to you. Our friends salute you. Greet the friends by
name.
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The Letter of Jude
Introduction
Jude was written by the half-brother of Jesus and the brother of James who wrote his letter as mentioned
earlier in this manual. It is believed that Jude was written somewhere between AD 67-80. Jude’s letter
was similar to the second letter of Peter which dealt with false teachers. Jude was concerned with the
false doctrine and casual attitudes to the things of GOD that were invading the Church, so he wrote to
warn believers of these evils. Jude also wanted to encourage the believers to stand firm in the truth. The
key points are as follows:
• Judgment on the false teachers
• Standing firm in the faith

Greeting

Chapter 1: 1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God
the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.

Judgment on False Teachers
3

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to
write unto you, and exhort you that you should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness [unbridled lusts], and
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though
you once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward
destroyed them that believed not. 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation [these angels were not the ones that originally fell with Lucifer, but committed a later sin], he
has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom
and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going
after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also
these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 9 Yet Michael the
archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst [chose] not bring
against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke you. 10 But these speak evil of those things
which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt
themselves. 11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Korah. 12 These are spots in your feasts of charity
[love], when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear [reverence] : clouds they are without
water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withered , without fruit [dry and leafless as in the fall],
twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering
stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his saints [holy ones,
angels], 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners
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have spoken against him. 16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their
mouth speak great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

Commentary: One of the main points that Jude is making is our need to contend for the faith
against all false doctrine and persecution. He goes on to describe the evil nature of the false
teachers/prophets and the judgement that they will face. The point is made by sharing how
evil people and angels were judged in the past, so the current evil people will face judgment
unless they repent. They are given a space of time to repent before the return of Christ but
if they do not repent then they will face the wrath of GOD.

A Call to Persevere
17

But, beloved, remember you the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ; 18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their
own ungodly lusts. 19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 20 But you,
beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost [Spirit], 21 Keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And of
some have compassion, making a difference: 23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire;
hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

Commentary: We need to do all that we can to reach people and help them repent so they
will be prepared for the return of Jesus. The lost people are without the Spirit of GOD to guide
them so they need us to help them see the light from their darkness and to accept the work
of the Holy Spirit. We accomplish this work by developing a deep love and respect for GOD in
our everyday life. Our love for GOD will deepen our compassion for others so that we will do
whatever it takes to pull them from the ‘fire’ of judgment.

Doxology
Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence
of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen.
24
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The Revelation of Jesus the Christ
Introduction
The book of Revelation was written by John as he was given vision of the end times. This is the same
apostle who wrote the Gospel of John and the three letters of John. John was exiled to the island of
Patmos where he wrote the Revelation around AD 95. The book of Revelation is written in symbolic
language and must be understood in this context. Some people try to interpret it literally, but they miss
the purpose of the book for it involves themes not specific events. The themes that are represented in
the book are based off the prophetic images presented in the book of Daniel and takes these images to a
greater degree of context. People often get into trouble when they try to apply literal circumstances to
what is symbolic of greater principles and events. Since the imagery is symbolic and not literal, people
can have diffident views as to what the symbolic language is saying. I will express the views of reliable
scholars as well as the results of my own studies to explain the contents of this book. You are free to
disagree with the result but do so after you have conducted your own research. And as always depend
on the leading of the Holy Spirit in your studies. The key points are as follows:
• Greeting to the seven churches
• The vision of the Son of Man
• The letters to the seven churches
• The throne of GOD
• The scroll and the Lamb
• The opening of the six seals
• The sealing of the 144,000
• The great multitude from every nation
• The opening of the seventh seal
• The six trumpets
• The angel and the little scroll
• The two witnesses
• The seventh trumpet
• The woman and the dragon
• Two beasts and their power
• The Lamb with the 144,00
• The three angels’ messages
• Harvesting the earth
• The seven last plagues
• The great prostitute and the beast
• The fall of Babylon
• Marriage supper of the Lamb
• The vision of Jesus returning to earth
• The thousand years
• The final judgment
• The new heaven and earth
• The New Jerusalem
• The final words of Jesus
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Prologue

Chapter 1:

1

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 2 Who
bore record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 3
Blessed is he that reads, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein: for the time is at hand.

Greeting to the Seven Churches
4

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and
which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 5 And from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the
earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And has made us kings
and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he
comes with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
says the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

Vision of the Son of Man
9

I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation [trial], and in the kingdom and patience
of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet, 11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What you see, write in a book, and
send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos,
and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 12 And I turned to see the
voice that spoke with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13 And in the midst of the
seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girded
about the paps [breast]with a golden girdle [band]. 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and
out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shines in his
strength. 17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto
me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18 I am he that lives, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell [grave] and of death. 19 Write the things which you have seen,
and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 20 The mystery of the seven stars which
you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches: and the seven candlesticks which you saw are the seven churches.
Commentary: The vision of Jesus is glorious and speaks to the majesty that He deserves.
Jesus is addressing the seven churches which were linked to Ephesus. These seven churches
represent seven types of churches and seven periods of church history. The seven church
periods will be important to understand for these same periods will be represented in other
symbolic representations. There are seven angels over the seven churches which represent
a layer of protection from GOD for Satan also has assigned his angels to influence the
churches for his purposes. We need to rely on the protection from GOD.
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To the Church in Ephesus

Chapter 2: 1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things says he that holds the seven
stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know your works, and
your labor, and your patience, and how you cannot bear them which are evil: and you have tried [tested]
them which say they are apostles, and are not, and have found them liars: 3 And have borne, and have
patience, and for my name's sake have labored, and have not fainted [grown weary]. 4 Nevertheless I
have somewhat against you, because you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence
[where] you are fallen, and repent, and do the first works [acts for GOD]; or else I will come unto you
quickly, and will remove your candlestick out of his place, except you repent. 6 But this you have, that
you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says unto the churches; To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of
the paradise of God.

Commentary: We know from the description of the speaker that it is Jesus making this speech
and He is expressing blessings and concerns for this church. The church at Ephesus represents
the first apostolic period which ran from the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ to the end
of the first century. There was great zeal for the things of Christ as the early church spread
throughout the known world but by the end of that period the zeal had waned under the
constant attack of false apostles. Paul battled with these false apostles and they only
increased in effort after his death. One of the great heresies was the teaching of the
Nicolaitans which taught that it was OK to commit sensual sins and have multiple wives. This
group is similar to the hyper-grace community of today which teach that it is OK to sin,
especially sexual sins, because we are forgiven by GOD. Such teaching is in opposition to the
teaching of Paul which says that sexual sins are a detriment to the body and soul. Christ came
to save us from our sins and not save us in our sins. We are to remain holy and not profane
our bodies with ungodly pleasures. Such pleasures will weaken our love for and faith in Jesus.
The Ephesians had allowed their love to grow cold and at this point they were merely going
through religions motions without the zeal of love. Jesus threatened to remove His blessing
on the church if they did not repent. A church will die spiritually if it loses its love for Jesus.
Jesus offers a reward for those who do overcome and maintain their love for Him and that is
the privilege of eating at the tree of life for all eternity. The hope of such a blessing is worth
holding onto in this life as we face the trials presented by a lost and dying world.

To the Church in Smyrna
8

And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things says the first and the last, which was
dead, and is alive; 9 I know your works, and tribulation [trials], and poverty, (but you are rich) and I know
the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 10 Fear
none of those things which you shall suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that you
may be tried [tested]; and you shall have tribulation ten days: be you faithful unto death, and I will give
you a crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches; He that
overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death.
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Commentary: The church of Smyrna is a persecuted church. Many Christians suffered
persecution as a result of being associated with the Jews and was thought to be a Jewish
sect. And while this designation is partly true for the body of Christ that was Gentile in
nature was grafted into the tree of spiritual Israel, Romans 11:11-24. The difference came
that the Jews resisted the Roman occupation while the Christians followed the admonition
of Jesus to love their enemies and not fight them. Even the Jews persecuted the Christians
as was the case with Paul prior to his conversion. It was this persecution of the Christians
that separated the true Jews from the false Jews. The true Jews held to faith of Abraham,
who believed GOD and it was credited to him as righteousness. The false Jews tried to gain
righteousness by works and the following of their man-made traditions, which Jesus
opposed. They hated Jesus and His followers for exposing their unrighteousness thus the
persecution they executed on the followers of Jesus as the Messiah. Later the Christians
would face their own persecution for their refusal to worship Caesar and the Roman gods.
One notable persecution was the persecution by the Roman Emperor Diocletian from AD
303-313, the exact time period mention as the ten days/years of persecution mentioned in
verse 10.
The coming of Constantine in the future would elevate Christianity out of
persecution and into favored status as the state religion but we will cover that transition
later. The period that this church would cover would be from AD 100 to AD 323.

To the Church in Pergamum
12

And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things says he which has the sharp sword with
two edges; 13 I know your works, and where you dwell [are settled], even where Satan's seat is: and you
hold fast [tightly] my name, and have not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwells [resides]. 14 But I have a few things against
you, because you have there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit
fornication. 15 So have you also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I
hate. 16 Repent; or else I will come unto you quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my
mouth. 17 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches; To him that overcomes
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knows saving he that receives it.

Commentary: The church at this time was going through a great transition from being the
persecuted church to becoming the state appointed religion, thus the persecution stopped.
Persecution is a purifying element within the church so when persecution stops, then impure
elements can arise. One such element was the doctrine of Balaam. Balaam was a prophet
that Balak, king of Moab, hired to curse Israel. Balaam was not allowed by GOD to curse
Israel, so he blessed them instead which made Balak irate. To console Balak and to ….
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…. receive his money, Balaam instructed Balak to use his women to entice the men of Israel
to engage in sensual idolatry which caused the death of 24,000 people. There are so called
ministers of the Gospel who will sell the people into sin to gain financially. The church of
Pergamum allowed its members to engage in similar sensual activities which were also
part of the teachings of the Nicolaitans who taught that lasciviousness was OK to engage
in. We can find this element of permissive and license in individuals and churches today
which embrace the hyper-grace message of anything goes. In other words, instead of
obeying the Law of GOD which leads to purity, they believe that they can ignore the law
so that they can engage in impure activities. Part of the cause of these teachings was
when Constantine declared Christianity as the state religion, which he did to appease the
Christians that he deemed the more powerful influence by which to maintain his position;
he also wanted to appeal to the pagans, so he caused many pagan practices to be adopted
by the church, such as worshipping on Sunday, the day of worship of the pagan sun god
and the immoral practices that came with this worship. This amalgamation of Christianity
and paganism was to form the identity of the entity that would eventually succeed the
Roman Empire and in the interim would cause impure practices to invade the Christian
church. We also need to understand what was happening to the structure of the church
at that time. Prior to Constantine, the church was somewhat a loose knit group of city
churches but when the Christianity became the established religion, then the push was on
to organize the churches into a hierarchical structure that would be supervised by the
Bishop of Rome which would exert control over the other city churches. Eventually the
Bishop of Rome would gain both religious and political power so that the entity that ensued
would gain total power over the kings of Europe and exert power beyond Europe which we
will explore in the next church. Even in the face of the enticement of sensual pagan
practices and increasing control by the hierarchical church, many believers maintained the
purity of their faith. They would eventually face great persecution for their faithfulness to
Christ. It is important for the believer to press ever close to GOD for His support as they
strive to maintain spiritual purity in a world that is given over to pagan immorality. The
final danger that we need to be aware of that occurred during this period was the
combining of churches under one head. We are facing a similar situation today where
there is a drive to combine all the world’s religion under one world religion that will be
similar to what happen during the period AD 323-538. It is important to conclude the
study of the letter to the Pergamum church by studying the reward to be granted for their
faithfulness. The hidden manna refers to the special food that GOD gave to His people
during their travels through the wilderness. True believers are on a wilderness journey
through this world as they prepare for life in GOD’s Kingdom, so GOD is giving us the
special manna through our relationship with Jesus, who is the ‘bread from heaven’. The
white stone with a special name is a mixture of two customs. In judicial matters, a
condemned person was given a black stone and an innocent person was given a white
stone. When Christ pardons us of our sins, we are considered innocent which is reflected
in the white stone. The name on the stone was a custom of hospitality. When a traveling
party was treated to hospitality the host would provide a stone or pebble that would gain
the traveler access to their place in the future. It is this in this manner that Jesus is giving
us a permanent access to His hospitality for all eternity.
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To the Church in Thyatira
18

And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things says the Son of God, who has his eyes
like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19 I know your works, and charity, and service,
and faith, and your patience, and your works; and the last to be more than the first. 20 Notwithstanding
I have a few things against you, because you suffer [allow] that woman Jezebel, which calls herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their
deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which
searches the reins [inner most thoughts] and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to
your works. 24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and
which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25 But
that which you have already hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcomes, and keeps my works unto
the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 28 And I will give him
the morning star. 29 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.

Commentary: This church in the general sense has the problem of a Jezebel spirit in its
midst. Jezebel was the wife of Ahab king of Israel, and she was a Baal worshipper, so she
promoted false worship in the people. Using her as an example, we can realize the
influence of Jezebel on members of the church who seek worldliness, resisting the teaching
of truth, and who seduce others in sensual pleasures. This seducing influence was
personified by a false religion system that developed after the fall of Rome that mixed
pagan attributes with Christian attributes, thus promoting a false worship like Jezebel
offered. And promoting this false worship was bad enough but they did so with force and
coercion. In fact, the influence of Jezebel was to greatly persecute the true believers during
a period of time from AD 538 to 1798, which was for a period of 1260 years, that fulfilled
prophecy exactly. And this entity had the power to persecute the true believers because
they held both religious and pollical power over the people. In 1798 the political power
was broken but the religious aspects of this entity have continued to work in the world up
to this day. It should be acknowledged that the bulk of Christendom held to the doctrines
of this entity, there were pockets of people who held to the truth of the Bible. Some of
these believers were the Waldensians who hid in the mountains; the Huguenots who were
believers in France and suffered great persecution; the Arnoldists who protested the
wealth of the popes; Hussites who were followers of Jan Hus; the Lollards were followers
of John Wycliffe, and other such groups who risked their lives to hold fast to the truth of
the Bible. These faithful groups would later form the foundation of a great religious
movement that will be expressed in the next church. The lesson for us is to maintain
doctrinal purity that comes from the Bible and to not submit to the doctrines invented by
humanity and are based on traditions and not Scripture. The reward to this church is that
while the power of the nations was against them, that one day in the power of Christ in
His kingdom, they would rule over the nations as Christ comes to destroys the kingdoms
of this world and to establish the righteous kingdom that will reign forever, along with the
saints of GOD.
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To the Church in Sardis

Chapter 3: 1

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things says he that has the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know your works, that you have a name that you live, and are
dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found
your works perfect [completely fulfilled] before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore you shall not watch, I will come on you as a thief, and you
shall not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You have a few names even in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 5 He that overcomes,
the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I
will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says unto the churches.
Commentary: There is a difference of opinion as to the dating of the Sardis church, so for the
purposes of this study I will agree with the scholars that designate this church as the
Reformation church that arose between 1517 to 1798, which was the end of the political
aspect of the entity that followed the Roman Empire. It was under the persecution of that
entity that the fledgling reformation movement was able to build on the efforts of the pockets
of believers oppressed by the entity and to gain spiritual momentum. The main characteristic
of this church was that it was dead. It was dead because of years of persecution from the
entity. And we can find the same situation today where churches are spiritually dead in the
sense that they are alienated from the power of the word of GOD. Many churches today
either do not emphasized the Bible or they give it very little study. This was the problem that
faced the church during this period, for the Word of God was prohibited and sheltered from
the people. But the reformers were able to bring the Word of GOD to the people and this
effort was aided by the invention of the printing press. Slowly over the years the reformation
gained momentum to bring light to the deadness of the churches of the entity. Their reward
is that they will be clothed in the white garments of the righteousness of Christ for they were
willing to face persecution for the truth. Their name will not be blotted out from the book
of life which means that they will be with Jesus forever. Jesus loves them and will profess
their names to His Father.

To the Church in Philadelphia
7

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things says he that is holy, he that is true, he
that has the key of David, he that opens, and no man shuts; and shuts, and no man opens; 8 I know your
works: behold, I have set before you an open door, and no man can shut it: for you have a little strength,
and have kept my word, and have not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of
Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship
before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept the word of my patience,
I also will keep you from [through] the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try
them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which you have, that no man
take your crown. 12 Him that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no
more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is
New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.
13
He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.
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Commentary: This church exemplifies both the missionary zeal of the 19th century and
the continued evangelistic efforts found in the modern churches. But as for the specific
time frame, which is debated by scholars, seems to reflect the time of the church from
1798 to end of the 1800’s. It was during this time that great missionary efforts were
undertaken by various countries. The first Bible Society was founded in England in 1804
with the purpose of bringing the Bible to the rest of the world. Switzerland founded theirs
in 1804, Scotland in 1809, Finland and Hungry in 1812, Holland in 1814, Sweden in 1815,
and France in 1818. The American Bible Society was founded in 1816. The first missionary
societies were formed in 1795 in London and in Scotland in 1796. From this date many
societies were formed throughout the 19th Century to reach the world for Christ, in
response to the Words of Jesus in Matthew 24:14: And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. We
can see a growing spiritual force from a barely alive pulse during the Thyatira church to
the growing reformation movement in the church of Sardis to the booming evangelistic
church of Philadelphia which was to bring brotherly love to the world. A major impetus
to this worldwide movement was the Advent movement that grew in the 1840’s to bring
the world to the attention of the coming of Jesus Christ to this world to gather His saints.
The overall church had been asleep to this impending event, but the Advent movement
served the purpose of waking the people up to the truth of the return of Christ. And this
return will be the gathering His people to take them to Christ’s home in heaven to prepare
for the establishing of the new heaven and new earth after the millennial period. It is
helpful to remember that during the Advent movement that Jesus moved from the Holy
Place to the Most Holy Place to begin the investigative judgement that would determine
the eternal fate of every person. This time period is referred to as a probationary time
for the living for at the end of this probation the fate of every person is sealed, Revelation
22:11: He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; he
that is righteous, let him be righteous still; he that is holy, let him be holy still. There will
be no opportunity for repentance after the probation closes so it is essential and urgent
that each and every person firm up their relationship with GOD before the probation ends,
as stated in Hebrews 4:7: Again, he limits a certain day, saying in David, Today, after so
long a time; as it is said, Today if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. We need
to heed the urging of the Holy Spirit to deepen our relationship with GOD and make Him
the priority of our life. For those that do make GOD the priority of their life and pursue
the great evangelistic effort spurred on by the Philadelphia church, they will become
pillars in the temple of GOD. The earthly temple of GOD is the body of Jesus and this body
of true and faithful believers will be sealed in GOD so that they will never fall away. These
are those that have faithfully overcome the world during their lives and were preserved
though the testings that have fallen and will continue to fall on humanity in the effort to
bring them to GOD; Revelation 14:12: Here is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

60

To the Church in Laodicea
14

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things says the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor
hot: I would you were cold or hot. 16 So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
spew you out of my mouth. 17 Because you say, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and know not that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18 I counsel
you to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white raiment, that you may be clothed,
and that the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you
may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten [discipline]: be zealous therefore, and
repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup [dine] with him, and he with me. 21 To him that overcomes will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22 He that
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.
Commentary: The Laodicean church is the final church era in this section of Revelation and
it covers a period of time roughly from the late 19th century to now. It follows the two major
time prophecies that we have explored, the 1260 day/year prophecy which ended in 1798
and the 2300 day/year prophecy which ended in 1844. The conclusion of the 2300 day/year
prophecy initiated the period of the final probation of mankind that includes the investigative
judgment for all people. At the conclusion of this period, then the final events leading up to
the return of Christ will be initiated. Since this period of time is so important, we need to
devote much examination to this church. The main complaint for this church is that it is
neither cold nor hot but is lukewarm. Christ would that this church would be hot, meaning
that it would have zeal to carry out its mission to warn the world of the coming of Christ and
that they need to be prepared. Christ also would have them be cold, meaning that they
would have a sense of their perilous condition and would repent so that they could become
hot. The lukewarm members are a problem in that they do not know they have a problem
and are therefore unprepared to enter the holy Kingdom of GOD. The reason that they do
not know that they have a problem is that they think they are self-sufficient because of their
wealth and worldly possessions, and do not need GOD’s help. But they do not realize that
they are spiritually weak and destitute. Jesus said the following in Matthew 16:26: For what
is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul? We can have all kinds of material and worldly things but
what really matters is our faith in GOD. The things of this world are useless when we die but
our faith in GOD is what will give us eternal life. It is this dependence on worldly things that
have caused believers of all the church periods to miss the kingdom but the Laodicean period
is seeing this problem because it is much more pronounced. Jesus therefore is pleading with
them to take of His spiritual wealth to cover their blindness to their spiritual destitution so
they can be prepared to enter GOD’s holy kingdom. They need to be like the ‘cold’ believers
that can realize their need GOD so that GOD can apply His power to meet their need. I like
the imagery of Jesus knocking on the door of our heart for us to let Him in. We need Jesus
every moment of everyday so please let Him in. You will be blessed in many ways as you
allow your relationship with Jesus to grow as in the fruit of the Holy Spirit, Galatians 5:22,23:
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, ….
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…. faith, meekness, temperance [self-control]. Against such there is no law. But there will
come a time when probation is over, and Jesus will knock no more, so be aware and be
prepared. The reward for our obedience to the will of GOD and to deepening our
relationship with Jesus is that we will reign with Him, 2 Timothy 2:11-13: It is a faithful
saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him. If we suffer, we shall also
reign with him. If we deny him, he also will deny us. If we believe not, yet he abides
[remains] faithful; he cannot deny Himself. We must allow Jesus to take over our life and
be willing to suffer for His name as we grow in faith so we will be faithful and not deny
Him. If we will do this, then we will reign with Jesus in His holy kingdom.

The Throne in Heaven

Chapter 4: 1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I
heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither [here], and I will show you
things which must be hereafter. 2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in
heaven, and one sat on the throne. 3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone:
and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 4 And round about the
throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in
white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. 5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings
and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the
seven Spirits of God. 6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst
of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. 7 And the
first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and
the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and
they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come. 9 And when those beasts give glory and honor and thanks to him that
sat on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat
on the throne, and worship him that lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying, 11 You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for you have created all things,
and for your pleasure they are and were created.

Commentary: The throne room scene is a magnificent representation of the heavenly throne
of GOD. It is beyond our comprehension, so these words hardly do it justice. The appearance
of the heavenly beings is somewhat difficult to comprehend but what is not difficult to
comprehend is the great reverence that they have for GOD. The four creatures never cease
to praise GOD for His holiness and the elders cast their crowns before GOD in the humility of
faithful subjects of the Almighty One. It is through worship scenes like this that we begin to
realize the awesome magnificence of the Almighty One and that realization should humble
our soul and bring us to our knees in repentance and appreciation for who GOD is. Many
people take GOD for granted or ignore Him completely because they do not understand who
He is. He truly is worthy of all our praise and worship.
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The Scroll and the Lamb

Chapter 5: 1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the
backside, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy
to open the book, and to loose [open] the seals thereof? 3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither
under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 4 And I wept much, because no man
was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 5 And one of the elders said
unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the
book, and to loose [open] the seven seals thereof. 6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and
of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 7 And he came and took
the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 8 And when he had taken the book, the
four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and
golden vials full of odors [incense], which are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new song, saying,
You are worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for you were slain, and have redeemed
us to God by your blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And have made us
unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of
many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing. 13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever. 14 And the four beasts said, Amen.
And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that lives forever and ever.

Commentary: The scroll contained the history of the church that would span the various
church ages that we explored in the seven letters. It was necessary for the scroll to be
opened so that the church history would unfold to the point of Christ returning to collect
His church. This why John was so sad but soon his sadness turned to joy as Jesus was there
to open the seal and the events to the end of the age were allowed to unfold. We will
explore the opening of the seven seals in the following chapters but for now it is important
to understand the significance of the worship represented in these chapters. Many people
have the mistaken impression that heaven is going to be like the earth, and they will be
able to enjoy all the things that we have here. But the truth is that heaven will be nothing
like what we know here. On the earth, people worship themselves and seek to fulfill their
desires. In heaven the focus of worship will be on GOD and Jesus. We will not think of
selfish pleasures but instead we will walk in perfect love that will be utterly selfless in
nature. As we look at the inhabitants of heaven in this vision, we see that their desire is to
worship GOD and do His will and not their own will. This is why it is so important that we
learn to forsake our will and desires for GOD’s will and desires. People who only think of
themselves would not be happy in Christ’s heaven for it will be prepared for the people who
think of others before themselves. It is important therefore to surrender our life to GOD so
that He can rid us of our earthly ties and prepare for a kingdom that is beyond anything
that we could imagine.
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The Seven Seals

Chapter 6: 1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of
thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that
sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

Commentary: The symbolism here represents the purity of the church with the white horse
and the crown which is given to the believers. The bow represents the far-reaching impact
of the Gospel message. And the descriptor of conqueror fits the mission of the early church
as it sought to bring the light of Christ to the darkness of the pagan world. But there were
problems that would arise from this church period. The main problem was the proliferation
of false doctrines that sought to corrupt the purity of the Gospel message. Jesus warned of
this problem in His prophetic Olivet Discourse: Matthew 24:4, 5: And Jesus answered and
said unto them: Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
saying, I am the Christ, and shall deceive many. One of the false doctrines that the apostle
Paul fought was the doctrine of legalism which promotes the idea that one can work their
way into heaven. Paul explicitly countered that idea in Ephesians 2:8, 9: For by grace are
you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest
any man should boast. One source of legalism was promoted by Jewish believers stating
that the new Gentile converts had to keep the Jewish customs and traditions, which is
referred to as Judaizing. One is not justified by keeping the law and its ordinances for we are
saved by grace, but we all need to respect the tenets of the Ten Commandments as
representative of our salvation so that we properly reflect the character of Jesus to the world.
Antinomianism was an extreme counter to legalism which states that believers do not have
to keep the law and are free to sin since GOD has already forgiven them. Such a philosophy
is called hyper-grace and is contrary to the Bible. People who continue in sins as outlined by
Paul in Galatians 5:19-21, will not inherit the kingdom of GOD. This philosophy of justified
sin is prevalent even today. Gnosticism was a perversion of the of spirituality of the Bible.
Gnostics condemn the God of the Bible as being imperfect for He created an imperfect world
so therefore He is not the Almighty God of the Bible. The true god is the luminary [Satan]
that brings secret knowledge to the initiates of the gnostic philosophies and as such they are
saved by knowledge not the blood of Jesus, who they claim was not actually crucified on the
cross. We can see that from these false doctrines that the truth of the Gospel was under
attack to prevent people from knowing the truth and thereby be saved. Another problem
was the persecution that came with being a believer in Christ. Persecution would come from
the Jews as in the person of Saul who captured Christians. The other source was from the
Romans who insisted that Christians bow before the Roman gods. All who refused were
tortured, fed to the lions, or crucified. The persecution rather than stifle the spread of the
Gospel, actually served to accelerated it much to the chagrin of the Romans.

3

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4 And there
went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from
the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
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Commentary: There is a dual application to this seal and horseman, for on one hand the seal
represents great physical war between people, as prophesied by Christ in Matthew 24:6: And
you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that you be not troubled: for all these things
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. So physical war has been a constant blight on
human history throughout the ages, but a greater warfare was the spiritual battle between
the forces of darkness, which is the antichrist spirit, and the forces of light, which is the body
of Jesus operating in the light of truth of the Bible. Jesus referred to this greater spiritual
battle in Matthew 10:34-36: Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not
to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and
the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a
man's foes shall be they of his own household. And again, in Matthew 24:9, 10: Then shall
they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and you shall be hated of all nations
for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and
shall hate one another. The path to righteousness is traveled in great conflict from without
and from within. Only the faithful will make it there while the unfaithful will fall to the
wayside from all the persecution and trials. We must finish this journey however if we want
to gain the heavenly kingdom prepared for us by the Father.

5

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo
a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst
of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny [the amount equal to a day’s wages], and three
measures of barley for a penny; and see you hurt not the oil and the wine.

Commentary: This seal or horseman has a dual application. One application is referred to
as economic oppression. The phrase ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius’ referred to working
all day to earn enough to buy one’s daily sustenance. There was a situation that started in
the Roman Empire that would continue through the centuries where rich people would buy
up the farms. The farmers were happy to sell their land so that they could move to the cities
to get better paying jobs. But the problem was that there more demand for the jobs than
the supply so many of the farmers were forced to go back to their farm to become servants
to the owners. Thus, the tradition of the wage slave was born. Another application was
found in the mention of the scales that represented the combining of religion and state into
one entity. From the time of Constantine to AD 538 when the entity that followed the
Roman Empire was formally sanctioned, was a time of compromise of the church’s practices
for the pursuit of power and wealth. These compromises would lead to the more solemn
consequences in the following church period. The reference to the oil and wine were
symbols of the religious forces that were consolidating their power and would become
dominant over the political forces. The church was never to organize into such a structure
that would be able to exert great power over the people. Jesus told His disciples the
following, Mark 10:42-45: But Jesus called them to him, and said unto them, you know that
they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship ….
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…. over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be
among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister [servant]: And
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered [served] unto, but to minister [serve], and to give his life a
ransom for many. The principle of GOD’s kingdom is to serve others rather than
dominate them.

7

And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8 And
I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell [the grave] followed
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

Commentary: This seal covers the time period of the 1260 day/year time prophecy
mentioned in Daniel and is referred to several times in Revelation. This period runs from
AD 538 to AD 1798. It was during this period that the history of mankind was obscured by
darkness. This darkness was caused by the repression of the Word of GOD which brings light
to people. Part of this repression resulted in many martyrs of the true faith which some
scholars estimate that upwards of 50 million people were killed for their faith. We will read
more of this great tragedy in the next seal. Famines and pestilences were common during
this period and some of major ones are as follows: The Plague of Justinian that affected
Europe circa AD 541; the Black Death that affected Europe circa AD 1347; the Italian Plague,
an outbreak form the Black Death stuck Italy circa AD 1629; the Great Plague of London
circa AD 1665; the Great Plague of Marseille, which was the last major plague began circa
AD 1720. Famines were also present during this time due to the unpredictable weather and
the inability to store large amounts of food. There was a great famine that occurred circa
AD 1315 that affect much of Europe. It is interesting to note that many of these plagues
and famines occurred in Europe, the seat of the entity that arose after the Roman Empire
and that after the end of the 1260 day/year prophecy such occurrences were rare.

9

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long,
O Lord, holy and true, do you not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And
white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for
a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should
be fulfilled.

Commentary: This seal represents a vision of the martyrdom of the true believers that
occurred during the 1260 day/year prophesy. This vision especially refers to the latter portion
of the 1260 day/year prophecy during the time of the Reformation when great opposition ….
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…. arose to quell the reform effects of the Protestants. And while the number of martyrs was
in the millions, the act of martyrdom continues until this day and will once again become a
major occurrence at the end of time. GOD wanted to encourage His faithful ones by this
message that He would soon end this travesty and would reward each martyr for their
faithfulness.

12

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13 And the stars of heaven fell unto
the earth, even as a fig tree casts her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the
heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of
their places. 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him
that sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and
who shall be able to stand?

Commentary: This seal represents the time of the church of Philadelphia which ran from the
end of the 1260 day/year prophecy through the 1800’s. It was during this period that the
Advent movement was launched, and the understanding of Daniel increased. It was also a
time of great warning for the people of earth to repent for Christ was returning. The
dramatic symbolism of the sun becoming dark and the moon becoming as blood was a
common symbol throughout the Old Testament of GOD’s impending judgment and in this
vision, we see the mighty people of earth recognizing the judgment was at hand. The signs
mentioned by this seal not only were symbols of GOD’s judgment in the Old Testament, but
these signs actually appeared during this period. The great Lisbon earthquake of Nov 1,
1755 shook the city of Lisbon causing an estimated death toll of 60,000 person in the city.
And since the earthquake occurred on All Saint’s day, many people were in the churches
that were not able to withstand the force of the quake. The quake also produced tsunamis
that traveled to the Caribbean Sea and to Brazil. Effects of the quake were felt in North
Africa, Scandinavia, and Greenland. Earthquakes are a means for GOD to wake people out
of spiritual slumber which was important for the investigative judgment was about to start
in the near future. New England Day of Darkness was another sign that occurred on May
19, 1780. It was so dark at noon that people had to light candles to see. Schools and
businesses were shut down due to the darkness. Many people thought that it was the
coming of the Judgment day. That night the moon was a bright red color which was another
sign of the judgment to come. The Night that the Stars Fell was a spectacular event in the
Southern United States on the night of November 12-13th when thousands of meteors were
sighted over a long period of time. Such a sight prompted many to think of the Judgment
Day, which was about a decade before the investigative judgment was to begin. It was
during this time that the theory of evolution was presented to attack the veracity of the
Bible, the formation of major false religious organizations, along with the rise of ….
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…. spiritualism and the new age movement. All of these events foreshadowed the great
spiritual conflict that was to dominate the time of the seventh seal. With such a dramatic
sixth seal the seventh seal was to be even more dramatic for it would contain the partial
judgments on the earth during its time period from the end of the nineteenth century,
through the twentieth century, and on into the twenty first century.

The 144,000 of Israel Sealed

Chapter 7: 1

And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding
the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any
tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt
not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads. 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5 Of the tribe of Judah were sealed
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed
twelve thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Naphtali were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasseh were sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar
were sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the tribe of Zebulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.
Commentary: The first group pictured in this reference is the symbolic number of devoted
believers to GOD that were being sealed during the time of the seventh seal. In Revelation
chapter 14, this group is referenced as virgins or ones that were not corrupted by false
doctrines. In other words, this group would represent the group of believers who were willing
to submit fully to the commandments of GOD out of love for Him. We know that GOD’s
moral Law is incorporated in the Ten Commandments, which includes the commandment to
worship GOD on His seventh day Sabbath. In fact, the Sabbath is a sign that distinguishes
the true people of GOD, Ezekiel 20:12: Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign
between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. The
Hebrew word for sign can also mean seal or mark. This group is identified as having the mark
of GOD, meaning that they are fully committed to GOD and observed His holy Sabbath, while
the rest of the world fell for the deceptions of the false religion and received the mark or seal
of the beast.

A Great Multitude from Every Nation
After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sits upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb. 11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and
the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12 Saying, Amen: Blessing,
9
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and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and
ever. Amen. 13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence [from where] came they? 14 And I said unto him, Sir, you know. And he said to
me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple: and he that sits on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes.

Commentary: The other group would be comprised of people who knew Christ but were not
sold out to Him, but GOD in His great mercy deemed them worthy of His kingdom. These
people suffered through the persecution by the beast but did not fully separate themselves
from the false doctrines of the beast system. The same would apply to people who never had
a chance to know about Christ but obeyed the inward leading of their conscience and were
accepted by GOD. These people also would suffer the effects of the partial judgments and
persecution against them and were thankful to be before the Creator of the universe. GOD,
in His mercy and grace, was so tender with them to wipe the tears from their eyes.

The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer

Chapter 8: 1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space
of half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven
trumpets. 3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given
unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which
was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints,
ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire
of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an
earthquake.

Commentary: There was a pause before the pouring out of the partial judgments which
represents the wrath of GOD. GOD is merciful and does not want to pour out His wrath, so
He gives humanity a moment to repent. The prayers of the saints that come before Him
are filled with prayers for the unsaved. But eventually the wrath must come to the
unrepentant, so the seven trumpets represent GOD’s last effort to awaken the world onto
repentance before He pours out His wrath in full strength.

The Seven Trumpets
And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 7 The first angel
sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the
third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.
6
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Commentary: The timing for the opening of the seventh seal which contains the seven
trumpets is the same time frame for the church of Laodicea, which was rebuked for their
fixation with the world. This timeframe extends from the end of the nineteenth century to
our time today. It is during this time of the investigative judgment, when GOD is deciding the
eternal fate of all humanity, that He allows the partial judgments, (the figure of one third
attest to a partial judgment) to occur to try to awaken the people to the pending judgment
and the opportunity of salvation to escape the coming judgment. There is some debate
whether these judgments come direct from GOD’s hand or they are allowed by GOD, as man
through his ignorance of GOD, does things to devastate the earth. We can remember the
plagues that affected Egypt were at the hand of GOD, so that He could perform a deliverance
for the people of Israel in the great exodus from Egypt, which was a symbol of worldliness.
GOD could be using the same method, accentuated by the folly of humanity, to affect a last
day exodus of His people from the worldliness of our age. The striking of the trees and
grasses would partially affect the raising of food and timber is vital to the economy. Is it a
coincidence that we see great fires in the clearing of the rain forests and wildfires in many
places?

8

And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea:
and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea,
and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.

Commentary: We are seeing a great devastation of our ocean waters as pollution and
garbage are causing great problems. Mercury is increasing in the sea life and plastics in
particular are plaguing life in the sea. The problem comes as the plastics disintegration into
tiny particles that the sea life then ingests to their detriment. We have witnessed scenes of
large quantities of marine animals die mysteriously and are washed up on shore. We have
not seen a great quantity of ships being destroyed but with an increase of natural disasters,
such a scenario would not be impossible.
10

And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it
fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is
called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the
waters, because they were made bitter.

Commentary: Pollution has been a major problem for our freshwater resources as industrial
pollution and the runoff of farm chemicals have polluted the streams. The result of such
pollution has been a number of large fish kills that have occurred. In fact, many species of
animals have declined such as the honeybees, which are necessary for pollination. Are these
occurrences solely the hand of man or is the hand of GOD found in these tragedies? If we
use the example of Egypt, the magicians were able to copy some of the plagues insinuating
that while GOD is in control, the hand of man can influence the result. Many of the ….
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…. people who reject GOD want to blame humanity for the great disasters that we are
facing. But is their assessment accurate? Or is there a part that GOD is playing in
what man has labeled climate change? The Bible would indicate that GOD at the very
least is using the effects of these partial judgments to awaken humanity to the coming
judgments.
12

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the
moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not
for a third part of it, and the night likewise. 13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst
of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabitants of the earth by reason of the other
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!
Commentary: We saw a similar effect in the opening of the sixth seal and we explored three
great occurrences: The Lisbon earthquake, the great day of darkness in New England, and
the night the stars fell in the southern United States. It would be logical that GOD could
provide an even greater display of these events to wake people up in this perilous time. And
since these events would occur in the heavens, it would be folly to blame these events solely
on manmade climate change. People would need to recognize the hand of GOD in the
affairs of humanity. The final verse in chapter eight gives an ominous warning that as the
plagues of Egypt grew worse and worse, the plagues of the seven trumpets will grow worse
and worse until the final climax of the seven bowl judgments which will occur right before
Christ returns. I appreciate the mercy of GOD as expressed in 2 Peter 3:9-13: The Lord is
not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein it shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in all holy conversation [manner of life] and
godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwells righteousness. GOD is merciful and does not want any to perish so He is
giving us warning after warning of His impending judgment on the wickedness of humanity.
GOD is pleading for us to repent and to seek Him will all our hearts so that we can be a part
of the blessed group that is worshipping at the throne of GOD. It is wisdom to heed the
Word of the Lord.

Chapter 9: 1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him
was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke
out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the
smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given
power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not
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the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that
they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he
strikes a man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and
death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle;
and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8 And they
had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as
it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses
running to battle. 10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their
power was to hurt men five months. 11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the
bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name
Apollyon. 12 One woe is past; and, behold, there comes two woes more hereafter.

Commentary: There are a variety of interpretations for this woe that can be leaned on to
understand this passage. Some interpreters claim that this passage refers to some
barbarian tribes that were attacking Rome. Another interpreter claims that the figures in
this passage refers to the formation of a new religion in the Middle East. I believe that the
wiser course is to follow the pattern of time periods that were represented in the seven
letters and the seven seals. This would place this woe in the time period of the seventh
church, the church of Laodicea, and would place this reference some time from the end of
the nineteenth century. Something of great significance was going to happen in the
twentieth century that would change the nature of the spiritual battle. We need to carefully
parse each verse to understand the meaning of this woe. In verse 1 we read of a star falling
from heaven and there would be an opening of the abyss or bottomless pit. The abyss was
a place where spiritual beings were being held to await their judgment, Jude 1:5. In Luke
8:31, Jesus was dealing with the evil spirits that possessed the demoniac and the spirits
begged Jesus to not send them to the abyss, the place of judgment before their time. When
we couple this reference with the nature of the falling star, we can gain a clearer insight into
what John was referring to in this passage. Jesus made the following statement in Luke
10:18: And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. A star was
thought to be an angelic being, so this star that fell would be Satan or Lucifer who fell from
heaven and was given authority to open the abyss, by nature of the key that he possessed.
So, the opening of the bottomless pit would symbolize the releasing of demonic forces into
the world. Thus, the imagery of the locusts with iron teeth and menacing features. Does
the Bible refer to such beings? It is interesting that in the Book of Joel we find a similar
description, Joel 2:1-6: Blow you the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD comes, for it
is nigh [near] at hand; A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick
darkness, as the morning spreads upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there
has not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many
generations. A fire devours before them; and behind them a flame burns: the land is as the
garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yes, and nothing shall
escape them. The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so
shall they run. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the
noise of a flame of fire that devours the stubble, as a strong people set in battle
array. Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather ….
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…. blackness. The account in Joel is very similar to the account in Revelation. These forces
are forces of judgment from GOD upon people who would not repent of their evil. Joel also
mentions the nature of the judgment in Joel 3:14-16: Multitudes, multitudes in the valley
of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon
shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. The LORD also shall roar out
of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but
the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. Joel
uses the same symbolic language as does John in explain the opening of the sixth seal. We
saw that the sixth seal portrayed impending judgment on the ungodly. The best defense
against the forces of darkness is to have a very close relationship with GOD. James tells us
in James 4:7: Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. The power to resist the devil and make him flee, does not come from us but is the
power of GOD. The closer we draw to GOD the more spiritual power that we will exercise.
But the opposite is true, for the further we withdraw from GOD, the more power that the
devil has over us. So, is it possible that as humanity draws away from GOD that the forces
of Satan will become more powerful on the earth? Let us test this hypothesis by exploring
some human history. We know that from the late 1800’s and into the 1900’s, there was a
concerted effort to demean the Bible and religion in general. Liberal theologians stripped
Jesus of His divinity and made the Bible to appear as a series of myths. Atheistic
Communism sought to destroy religion from their people. By the time that the fifties rolled
around, many commentators were claiming that GOD was DEAD. Atheists struck prayer
from the schools, Ten Commandment memorials were taken down, and Bibles were taken
from public places. What was the result of this withdrawal from GOD? The sexual
revolution destroyed the moral fabric of our country and the family structure. Drugs
became more prevalent, a problem that allowed demonic forces to easily influence people
through rock music. Satanic bands appeared to lure the youth into damnation. School
shootings and violence in general increased. And many other immoral practices were
legitimized that were contrary to the Word of GOD. Has humanity been subject to a
demonic onslaught from the bottomless pit? I would answer a firm yes, as the music,
movies, and other media sought to portray demonic messages to the public in cleverly
disguised characters that glorified evil and ridiculed believers. This woe has cause
immeasurable suffering on humanity without them catching on to the source of the attack.

13

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before
God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the
great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day,
and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 16 And the number of the army of the horsemen
were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in
the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the
heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and
brimstone. 18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the
brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for
their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. 20 And the rest of the men
which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not
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worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor
hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication,
nor of their thefts.

Commentary: The key to understanding this passage is to focus on verses 20 and 21: And the
rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their
hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone,
and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their
murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. We saw from the
last passage that humanity would face an onslaught of satanic forces as humanity drew
further from GOD. This onslaught would cause all manner of evil and wicked things to occur
to people. In this woe, GOD has taken His hand off from protecting the ungodly and they are
left to do harm to one another with limited restraint by GOD as suggested by the fact that the
one third figure is repeated as in the earlier trumpets suggest a partial judgment. Many
people try to apply exact interpretations to the features of these woes, but we need to
remember that this is symbolic language and does not imply a literalness to these features.
GOD often uses what may seem to us as hyperbole to express His judgment. Jesus often cited
the gnashing of teeth when referring to judgment which was an idiom or figure of speech.
There is the example of Sodom and Gomorrah suffering eternal fire, Jude verse 7. We know
that Sodom and Gomorrah are not still burning today but the effect of their judgment was
forever. So, while we may not be able interpret every symbol and features of these symbols,
we can understand the general theme behind the scenes. The seven trumpets are GOD’s
judgments on humanity for forsaking Him and he is trying to get their attention because the
time of probation is closing and there will be no opportunity to repent after probation closes.
The reason being that people will not repent of their evil so GOD will have no choice but to
close probation for the sake of the righteous as stated by Jesus in Revelation 22:11: He that is
unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. Let us not forsake
the opportunity to repent while we have the chance.

The Angel and the Little Scroll

Chapter 10: 1

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 2 And he
had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the
earth, 3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered
their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a
voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them
not. 5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to
heaven, 6 And sware by him that lives for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein
are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that
there should be time no longer: 7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin
to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he has declared to his servants the prophets. 8 And
the voice which I heard from heaven spoke unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is
open in the hand of the angel which stands upon the sea and upon the earth. 9 And I went unto the angel,
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and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make
your belly bitter, but it shall be in your mouth sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the
angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly
was bitter. 11 And he said unto me, You must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and
tongues, and kings.

Commentary: The study of prophecy is a bittersweet experience. We can become excited by
the knowledge that we are gaining regarding GOD’s plan for the end times, but when we
realize the wrath that will be poured out in the final judgments, we can become sad for those
people. We hope that all the people that we know will be in GOD’s Kingdom, but we know
that not everyone will make it, Matthew 7:13-14: Enter you in at the strait [narrow] gate:
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be
which go in there at: Because strait [narrow] is the gate, and narrow [constricted] is the way,
which leads unto life, and few there be that find it. It is also important to keep in mind the
character of the people that GOD is punishing. When people reject GOD, their hearts become
hardened and they lose natural affection and love for other people. The power of sin corrupts
their minds so that they become depraved in their thinking and character. Such was the case
of humanity before the flood in Noah’s day, Genesis 6:5: And GOD saw that the wickedness
[depravity] of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. The time that we live in is the time we have to make the
decision of how we will spend eternity. Some people think that they can live like the devil
and they will be saved. Wrong! Some people think that they are basically good people, and
they will make it. Wrong! The Bible says that no one is righteous no not one for all have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of GOD, Romans 3:23. Unless we repent of our sins, then
we have no hope of salvation for GOD will measure us by our obedience to the Ten
Commandments. Jesus says that if we love Him then we will keep His commandments, John
14:15. If we have broken even one commandment and have not repented then we risk our
eternal future, and most people have broken more than one commandment and have done
it repeatedly. The people of this world are being tested to see if they will receive GOD and
accept Jesus as their Savior or if they will reject GOD and serve Satan. These are the only two
choices that will be available in the end. And those people who reject GOD will receive the
judgments that is fitting for their disobedience to their Creator. And it makes no difference
if you do not believe in GOD for he will judge you by the commandments anyway, since you
did have the chance to get to know Him. It was important that we understand the wrath
portions of Revelation for the wrath may seem rather harsh, but when we understand the
result of people rejecting GOD and the suffering that is caused by this rejection and how
patient GOD has been for people to repent, then we can understand the nature of His wrath
as GOD winds down the history of humanity.

The Two Witnesses

Chapter 11: 1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.
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But the court which is without

the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they
tread under foot forty and two months. 3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two olive
trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if any man will hurt them,
fire proceeds out of their mouth, and devours their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in
this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as
they will. 7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead
bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead
bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that
dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because
these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three days and an half the
Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them
which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13 And the same hour was there
a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven
thousand: and the remnant were affrighted [afraid], and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second
woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.

Commentary: Many people make the mistake of trying to put a literal interpretation to
purely symbolic imagery. They will look for news headlines to interpret this symbolic
language rather than using history to understand the foundations for the end times events.
It is helpful to understand that after 1844 which was the of the end of the 2300 day/year
prophecy, there are no specific events other than the gospel being spread to the world and
the unveiling of the Mark of the Beast, which will signal the end of the investigative
judgment and the probation for humanity. So, the time from the end of the 2300 day/year
prophecy is the final appeal of GOD to humanity before the end will come. We are not to
speculate on the exact day of the end, but we are given signs so that we know that the end
is soon approaching. The end time prophecies given by Jesus in Matthew 24 lets us know
that the end time events will occur in a similar pattern to childbirth. The birth pains will be
low in intensity and will occur far apart. But as the moment of birth approaches, the birth
pains intensify and are very frequent. The suffering that is caused by the partial judgments
of GOD will intensify and become more frequent as the time of the end approaches and
the gospel message is being preached throughout the world. And this time will culminate
in the enforcement of the Mark of the Beast which will usher in the final judgments of GOD.
This vision is time locked by the reference to the 1260 day/year prophecy in verse 3 which
places the time from AD 538 to 1798, or what is referred to as the dark ages. It was during
this time that the Bible was forbidden to be read or possessed by the common person. It
wasn’t until the formal start of the reformation in the early 1500’s that the Bible was ….

76

…. being translated into more languages and with the aid of the invention of the printing
press, it became economically feasible to own a Bible. It is important to identify the two
witnesses of which there is a diverse quantity of opinion. The Bible provides the identity
of these two witnesses with the mention of the two olive trees and the two lampstands
in verse 4, which refers to Zechariah 4:1-6: And the angel that talked with me came
again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, And said unto me,
What see you? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a
bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven
lamps, which are upon the top thereof: And two olive trees by it, one upon the right
side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and spoke to
the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? Then the angel that
talked with me answered and said unto me, Know you not what these be? And I said,
No, my lord. Then he answered and spoke unto me, saying, This is the word of the
LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, said the
LORD of hosts. The Word of the Lord refers to the Bible which contains two parts: the
Old Testament which refers to the law and the prophets and the New Testament that
refers to the apostolic gospel spoken by Jesus. Jesus summarized this arrangement
when asked about the two great commandments, Matthew 22:36-40: Master, which is
the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. The Old
Testament brought the letter of the Law which showed people the holy requirements of
GOD and foreshadowed the coming of Jesus, the Messiah. The New Testament brought
the spirit of the Law since the previous types of the Law were fulfilled. Love is the spirit
of the Law and its fulfillment, Romans 13:10: Love works no ill to his neighbor:
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. It was these two powerful witnesses of the
truth of GOD’s Word that were attacked during the dark ages. People were killed for
having possession of the Word of GOD, but brave souls kept the Word of GOD alive
during this time until the Reformation, but they were under great duress. Evil people
hate the Word of GOD for it exposes their sin, so they do everything that they can to
suppress it. We have previously mentioned the work of atheists in a previous chapter
who are attacking the word of GOD today. The greatest example of the attack on the
Word of GOD came during the French revolution. The people of France decided to
eliminate all vestiges of religion which included burning Bibles, repurposing churches
and even beheading priests. They substituted human reasoning in place of GOD, and it
did not go well. Murder and terror reigned supreme when GOD was taken out of the
picture. The Bible warns us of trusting human reasoning, Proverbs 3:5: Trust in the
LORD with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding. And again, in
Proverbs 14:12: There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death. The Bible was right in reference to the French Revolution and was
right with the communist revolution that wound up killing millions of people while trying
to suppress religion. And even today we see the suffering cause by atheists as they seek
to remove GOD from the public square. There has been a decline in morality, ….
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and increase in criminal activity, including murders and thefts, and a general break
down of care and concern for fellow human beings. The Bible promotes morality,
honesty, care and concern for people while in the absence of biblical teaching the evils
of humanity reign supreme. I know that some people try to interpret the two witnesses
as human beings such as Moses, Enoch or Elijah but I have a hard time picturing them
with fire coming out of their mouths to destroy people. But I can imagine the fire of
conviction coming from the preaching of the Word of GOD. And this is why people want
to ignore the Bible for the Word of GOD sheds light on their sins. And rather than repent
of the sins and be forgiven, they choose to hang on to their sins, which will cause them
to suffer now and, in the judgment, to come. There is also the mention of the great
city of Sodom and Egypt, where Jesus was slain. These are symbolic terms that refer
to great immorality as in the case of Sodom, where there were not ten righteous people.
The reference to Egypt is symbolic of worldliness and the affection for the things of this
world over the things of heaven. And the crucifixion of Christ was a result of man
determining their own religion rather than relying on GOD. These false religions all
exalt the efforts of humanity to save themselves by following false doctrines and
teachers rather than trusting in the Word of GOD. People chose these false religious
systems because they do not challenge their sinfulness and they hold out a false hope
of salvation through good works or spiritual exercises.

The Seventh Trumpet
15

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 16 And
the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped
God, 17 Saying, We give you thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which are, and was, and are to come; because
you have taken to you your great power, and have reigned. 18 And the nations were angry, and your
wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that you should give reward
unto your servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear your name, small and great; and
should destroy them which destroy the earth. 19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there
was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings,
and an earthquake, and great hail.

Commentary: The people of our world are going into greater darkness as they seek to
eradicate the Bible and Bible believing Christians from this world. They think that are
becoming freer but in reality, they are becoming more enslaved to sin. In the end there will
only be two groups of people: Those who love GOD and those who hate GOD. This division
will be caused by the Word of GOD going into all the world so that every person will have
the opportunity to make their choice. When all the choices have been made then Christ will
return to gather His saints and take them to home in heaven, while the people of earth rests
in judgment for their rejection of GOD. We need to keep in mind that everyone will receive
the fate they have chosen.
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The Woman and the Dragon

Chapter 12:

1

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 2 And she being with child cried,
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4 And
his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood
before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 5 And
she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up
unto God, and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she had a place prepared
of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore [1260] days.

Commentary: There is a lot to unpack in this reference so we will start with the image of
the woman. A woman is a symbol of a church. In this chapter the woman is pure and
represents the church of GOD but in chapter 17, the woman is dressed as a harlot and
represents the false apostate church of the end times. The mention of the symbols of the
sun, moon, and stars represents the Hebraic foundation of the Church. It was Israel that
provided the heritage for the Savior to be born, and soon after His birth, King Herod sought
to kill him. Even the religious leaders at the time of Christ tried to kill him and eventually
succeeded. But Jesus rose from the tomb and ascended into heaven. Satan was enraged
that his ploy to get rid of Jesus backfired on him, so he took his anger out on the faithful
believers, the most dramatic persecution happened during the 1260 day/year prophesy that
we have previously discussed.

Satan Thrown Down to Earth
7

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ:
for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 11 And
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their
lives unto the death. 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens, and you that dwell in them. Woe to the
inhabitants of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because
he knows that he has but a short time.

Commentary: We know that Satan was originally cast from heaven because he rebelled
against GOD and was defeated. Satan was given permission to possess a limited space on
earth which was expanded when Adam and Eve fell for his temptation. Adam was originally
the representative before GOD for the earth but relinquished that position to Satan, who
then became the prince of the air and representative before GOD. Satan used this ….
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…. this position to accuse the faithful before GOD. We read of such an example in the Book
of Job, Chapter 1, verses 6-12: Now there was a day when the sons of God [angels] came to
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said
unto Satan, Whence [where] came you? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the LORD said unto
Satan, Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect
and an upright man, one that fears God, and eschews [hates] evil? Then Satan answered the
LORD, and said, Does Job fear God for nought [nothing]? Have not you made a hedge about
him, and about his house, and about all that he has on every side? you have blessed the work
of his hands, and his substance [livestock] is increased in the land. But put forth your hand
now, and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face. And the LORD said unto
Satan, Behold, all that he has is in your power; only upon himself put not forth your hand. So
Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. So, we can see that Satan is about finding
fault with believers as he did with Job. But the ministry of Jesus was able to take back the
authority of Satan to be the representative before GOD as He spread the word of the kingdom.
At one point when the disciples returned from their mission to spread kingdom authority,
Jesus made the following statement, Luke 10:17, 18: And the seventy returned again with joy,
saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through your name. And he said unto them,
I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

13

And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought
forth the man child. 14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into
the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face
of the serpent. 15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might
cause her to be carried away of the flood. 16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her
mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth
[angry] with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Commentary: The result of the ministry of Jesus was that Satan became terribly angry
because he knew His time was short. In our earlier studies of the Book of Revelation, we
learned of the various deceptions and persecutions that Satan perpetrated on the believers
in Christ. The greatest of these efforts was the creation of a false religious system that
persecuted believers if they would not adhere to the false teachings. This persecution
lasted 1260 years, which is the same as the time (one years), and times (two years) and
half a time (half a year). The Jewish year was 360 days which when multiplied by 3.5 years
equals 1260 days and was the fulfilment of the 1260 day/year prophecy found in the book
of Daniel. We know that true believers had to find refuge in the mountains and other
forbidding places to escape the persecution during this time. Eventually they were able to
find refuge in Holland towards the end of the 1260 years. From Holland they were able to
come to the new world to find religious freedom in a new country that was forming at the
end of the 1260 years. This new refuge is expressed as the earth swallowing up ….
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…. the flood of persecution and as we will discover in the next chapter refers directly to the
United States. We know from history that many people came to America to escape religious
persecution. Satan has never stopped his attack on the true believers and has accelerated
his attacks on the church. This battle on earth was engaged back in the Garden of Eden and
has been raging throughout the ages. Even the crucifixion of Jesus did not stop the battle
but intensified it. These are the words of Jesus in Matthew 10:34-39: Think not that I am
come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set
a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter
in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He
that loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that takes not his cross, and follows
after me, is not worthy of me. He that finds [keeps] his life shall lose it: and he that loses
[surrenders] his life for my sake shall find [keep] it. These words may seem harsh, but they
are meant to protect us from distractions from our goal of eternal life. The things of this
world, even family relationships, can cause us to miss out on the kingdom of GOD if we are
not careful. We must place all our attention and affection on Jesus over anything that is in
this world for the things of this world are temporal and they pass away but our relationship
with Christ is forever. It is important therefore that we understand the battle that we face
between the forces of Satan who are trying to keep us from eternal life and the forces of
Christ who are trying to lead us into eternal life. Satan moved his attacks from the family
to the greater society. Satan began to divide the unity of the true believers by fermenting
doctrinal differences between various church groups, causing a wide variety of
denominations that broke apart the unity of the Church. Satan attacked the Word of GOD
by getting scholars to doubt the veracity of the Bible. These scholars taught that the Bible
was just a book of myths and was not to be taken seriously. Satan then promoted modern
translations of the Bible by using manuscripts that deviated from the Received Text that was
the foundation of the King James Bible. These modern translations worked to downplay the
divinity of Christ so that the Bible would be accommodating to other religions that do not
believe in the divinity of Christ. But perhaps the greatest attack was against the Law of GOD.
Atheist groups successfully waged war on prayer, the Ten Commandments, and even the
Bible itself. Their efforts were to take GOD out of the public square, and they were highly
successful in their efforts. Another tactic against GOD’s law was to make the Law obsolete
by stating that the Law was done away with since we were living under grace. They were
being disingenuous in making this claim for the ceremonial law of Moses was made obsolete
by the ministry and sacrifice of Christ. The Ten Commandments that were given at Mount
Sinai were permanently etched in stone and were never done away with for they represent
both the character and government of GOD. The result of attacking the Law was the
proliferation of a doctrine termed hyper-grace which claimed that we could sin all we
wanted because all our sins were already forgiven. Such a doctrine is foolish and ignorant
of the ways of GOD. Jesus came to free us from our sin and not to give us license to sin, for
all sin is displeasing to GOD and will cause harm to the sinner. GOD did however promise
that a group would arise that would be faithful to all the Ten Commandments and would
hold to the testimony of Jesus. In other words, true faith would be a combination of
obedience to the Commandments of GOD while accept salvation by faith in the sacrifice of
Jesus. Satan would persecute this group as they would expose the deceptions of Satan.
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The First Beast

Chapter 13: 1

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of
blasphemy. 2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear,
and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great
authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed:
and all the world wondered after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto
the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war
with him? 5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power
was given unto him to continue forty and two months [1260 days/years]. 6 And he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7 And
it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over
all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 9 If any man
have an ear, let him hear. 10 He that leads into captivity shall go into captivity: he that kills with the sword
must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
Commentary: The first beast rises out of the sea, which symbolizes the nations of humanity,
so this beast which symbolizes an entity of power rises out of a very populated area. It has
seven heads and ten horns with crowns on them. It also has the form of a leopard, feet of
a bear, the mouth of a lion. Have we encountered these features before? Yes, in Daniel
7:1-8: In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his
head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. Daniel
spoke and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove
upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from
another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and
a man's heart was given to it. And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it
raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it:
and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another,
like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four
heads; and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it
devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was
diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns,
and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. We find mention of the lion which
symbolized the Babylonian Empire, then there was the bear which symbolized the MedoPersian Empire, then there was the leopard which symbolized the Grecian Empire, and
finally the terrible beast with ten horns that symbolized the Roman Empire. So, the beast
of Revelation 13 will contain elements from all four empires that preceded it. The
Babylonian empire and the Persian empires provided its religious components that focused
on sun worship. The Greeks gave it the philosophical foundation to its religious tenets,
while the Roman Empire gave it is law and dominating power. The ten horns are ten ….
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…. kings or kingdoms that arose after the fall of the Roman empire and the ten crown
signified monarchies or kings. The seven heads symbolize the seven hills or small mounts
on which the capital city of the first beast exists according to Revelation 17:9. It is
interesting to note that the dragon which gives the first beast its power is also identified
with seven heads and ten horns in Revelation 12:3, as having seven heads and ten horns,
and the mention of crowns. So, the first beast is completely identified with the dragon, who
is Satan and does not represent a religious system that is based on the GOD of the Bible.
We know this is not a power that favors GOD for it speaks blasphemous things against GOD.
It exhibits a religious façade but does not honor the GOD of the Bible but honors the
opponent of GOD, Satan. This religious power will persecute the saints for 42 months which
is the same time frame as the 1260 day/year period that we have been discussing. This
period ran from AD 538 to 1798. Verse 3 speaks of what appeared as mortal wound which
would correspond with the capture of the beast leader in 1798 which denied it political
power until 1929 when its political power was restored. This beast has an identity that has
a vast history in the affairs of humanity. The dragon is of course identified as Satan or fallen
Lucifer by reference to Revelation 12:9: So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and
his angels were cast out with him. So, if Satan is giving his power to the first beast then this
beast is operating in conjunction with the purposes and plans of Satan, thus the persecution
of the people of GOD and the heavy-handed authoritarian approach to its theology.

The Second Beast
11

And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke
as a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the power of the first beast before him, and causes the earth and
them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 13 And he does
great wonders, so that he makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And
deceives them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the
sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast,
which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed. 16 And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no man might buy or sell,
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let
him that has understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number
is Six hundred threescore and six.
Commentary: This beast comes out of the land which refers to a sparely populated area. The
New World was sparely populated at the time of the arising of this beast or political entity.
It had two horns like a lamb which is symbolic of a non-predator animal meaning that this
pollical entity would rise on its own and not conquer other nations. The two horns can
suggest civil and religious freedom. It should be noted that this entity arose near the time of
the fatal wound, around 1798. There is only one political entity that fits all these criteria
and that is the United States. The United States started out as a land of freedom and ….

83

a refuge for the persecuted saints who sought religious freedom. The Declaration of
Independence acknowledged unalienable rights for the people that came from GOD and not
government. The Constitution codified the rights of the people in the Bill of Rights. The
founding fathers established a republic that required the morality of the people to possess it.
Ben Franklin made this famous statement when asked what the constitutional congress had
formed; he said ‘it was a republic if we could keep it.’ So, what started out as a grand
experiment in civil liberty and religious freedom would eventually be corrupted and would act
more like the dragon than the lamb. Slowly the liberties of the nation would erode and the
liberties that were once promised were rescinded, and religious freedom was under attack.
We know this by the reference to the second beast creating an image of the first beast. The
image of the first beast was the combination of church and state, which the beast possessed
until the fatal wound in 1798. The United State would eventual be forced to combine church
and state to enforce religious unity and practice. We will speak more of the unity and practice
in following chapters but for now it is sufficient to understand that the working of the second
beast will cause the world to honor the first beast except for those believers who are written
in Lamb’s Book of Life. A famous writer once penned these word that spoke of the references
to the end times: The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord there will exist a state
of religious declension similar to that in the first centuries. "In the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors,
heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof." 2 Timothy 3:1-5. "Now the Spirit speaks expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines
of devils." 1 Timothy 4:1. Satan will work "with all power and signs and lying wonders, and
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness." And all that "received not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved," will be left to accept "strong delusion, that they should believe a
lie." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. When this state of ungodliness shall be reached, the same results
will follow as in the first centuries. The first three centuries saw a deterioration of the
principles of the Gospels as spoken by Christ and emphasized by the apostles. The falling away
from the true faith led to a false religious system that little resembled the church plan that
Jesus originated. The church turned into a hierarchy of church leaders who dictated to the
people what they should believe. It was always the intention of GOD for each believer to
address their spiritual growth through consistent study of the Scriptures rather than the
leadership of the church dictating religious doctrines and practices. We will experience and
have already experienced much of the same deterioration of faith in our time as church and
state are once again combining forces. And if anyone should question the United States
playing a major part in this deterioration of faith, then they need to examine what is
happening to our religious freedom today.

The Lamb and the 144,000

Chapter 14: 1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion, and with him a hundred forty and
four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven,
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping
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with their harps: 3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts,
and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which
were redeemed from the earth. 4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goes. These were redeemed from among men,
being the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are
without fault before the throne of God.

Commentary: It is important that we identify who the 144,000 are for the next sections
relates to all believers, some of which will qualify for the 144,000. One of the important
features of this group is that they are called ‘virgins’ from a spiritual sense. A woman is a
symbol of a church and the women mentioned here are churches that are not pure. In other
words, they are churches that have false doctrine in them. The 144,000 did not participate
in these false doctrines so they were considered spiritual virgins. We will learn more of the
pure doctrine in the next section and we will learn more of the false churches in later chapters.
It is important to know that deception is intended to thwart the growth of believers.
Therefore, Jesus warned us in Matthew 24:24 that the deceptions would be so great as to
even to try to deceive the elect—the 144,000. But they were not deceived. Another
important aspect of the 144,000 is that they follow Jesus to the tee. We are encouraged by
Paul to grow into the full stature of Christ in Ephesians 4:12. The goal of the believer should
be to allow GOD to sanctify them to the point that their life resembles the life of Christ. The
truly sanctified believer with walk in the righteousness of Jesus and there will be no guile or
falseness found in them. Do we need to be one of the 144,000 to be saved? And the answer
is no. There will be many people saved that were not completely sanctified. For some they
did not have time to get sanctified like the thief on the cross. Others will not have been
exposed to the truths that would have allowed them to be fully sanctified. While still others
will have chosen for one reason or another to not allow GOD to completely sanctify them.
They will still be in heaven, but they will not experience the blessings that the 144,000 will
experience, for they were willing to go through the suffering required to become fully
sanctified. We will all receive the rewards for the work we accomplish for GOD and will miss
out on the rewards that we would have had if we had been more obedient to the will of GOD.

The Messages of the Three Angels
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
6

Commentary: One of the signs of the last days is that the gospel message must be shared
throughout the world, Matthew 24:14: And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. One of the last
events before the second coming of Jesus is worldwide evangelism. We are seeing much of
this effort being conducted today with the aid of technology in media, broadcasting, and
transportation. And many people groups have been reached but there are still ….
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…. more to reach. The important aspect of this message is that we are to worship the GOD
of Creation. Many people worship evolution which displaces the GOD of Creation. The
problem with the theory of evolution is that it has never been proven despite the claims of
evolutionists. They falsely claim that evidence of micro-evolution which is the adaptation of
features within a species as proof of macro-evolution which is one kind of organism
becoming another kind of organism. There is zero proof of this ever happening, yet the
evolutionist will claim that macro-evolution has been scientifically proven. This is a boldfaced lie, and they know it but rather that acknowledging the GOD of Creation they promote
the godless theory of evolution. Modern science has shown that life even in the most basic
single cell organism is so complicated that there is no way that life evolved. Every cell of
every organism has genetic coding that will not receive new information. Any changes to
the organism will reduce genetic information and not increase it, which would be necessary
for evolution to work. We can witness this problem with the breeding of dogs. We can breed
many kinds of dogs with a wide variety of features, but each feature requires the loss of
genetic information not the gaining of information. The complexity of life requires a
designer, and that designer is the GOD of the Bible. The first angels message reveals that
the importance of worshipping the GOD of Creation for there is a judgment coming that will
negatively affect all people who either neglect GOD or reject Him outright. This message is
intended to encourage people to get right with the GOD of Creation and to give Him proper
worship. Proper worship includes honoring GOD on His day of worship which is the seventh
day of the week and not the first day of the week. Let us explore what GOD had to say about
His special day, Genesis 2:1-3: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he
rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made. From the very beginning of creation, GOD blessed the seventh day and
people were to honor the GOD of Creation on this day. And people of that time did observe
the seventh day Sabbath rest. Later when the descendants of Abraham were held as slaves
in Egypt, the wicked Pharaohs forced the people to work on the seventh day so the
observance of the seventh day was forgotten. Therefore, GOD emphasized the seventh-day
Sabbath in the fourth commandment given to Moses after the people of Israel had escaped
from Egypt. Let us examine the fourth commandment, Exodus 20:8-11: Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shall you labor, and do all your work: But the seventh
day is the sabbath of the LORD your God: in it you shall not do any work, you, nor your son,
nor your daughter, your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your cattle, nor your
stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath
day, and hallowed it [made it sacred]. Are we honoring this commandment today when
people are working on Sabbath for their jobs or working around the house doing chores?
GOD knows that people need a day of rest so that they will not be stressed out by continual
labor whether on the job or at home. I found that when I took that day of rest that I was
able to get more done in six days than when I worked seven days with no rest. But resting is
only part of the requirement of this day, we are to refrain from commerce and ….
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…. personal amusement as mentioned in the following references: Isaiah 58:13, 14: If you
turn away your foot [don’t travel unnecessarily or do unnecessary things] from the
sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy
of the LORD, honorable; and shall honor him, not doing your own ways, nor finding your
own pleasure, nor speaking your own [idle] words: Then shall you delight yourself in the
LORD; and I will cause you to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed you with the
heritage of Jacob your father: for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it. Nehemiah 13:1518: In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing
in sheaves, and lading [loading onto] asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner
of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified against
them in the day wherein they sold victuals [food]. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein,
which brought fish, and all manner of ware [goods], and sold on the sabbath unto the
children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said
unto them, What evil thing is this that you do, and profane [make unholy] the sabbath
day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon
this city? yet you bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. Jesus followed
the worship of His Father as stated in Luke 4:16: And he [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where
he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. The apostle Paul honored the seventh day Sabbath
after the death of Jesus, so Jesus did not do away with the seventh day Sabbath, Acts 17:2:
And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the scriptures. People throughout the centuries have keep the fourth
commandment when others have rejected it to worship on a manmade day of worship.
And the final proof of the sanity of the Sabbath is found in Isaiah 66:22, 23: For as the new
heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, says the LORD, so
shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon
to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me,
says the LORD. We will be keeping the seventh day Sabbath throughout all of eternity, so
do you not think that if the seventh day Sabbath was important enough for GOD to
establish it at creation, caused people to remember it by the fourth commandment, Jesus
and the apostles honored the seventh day Sabbath, and we will honor the Sabbath
throughout eternity, that it is indeed important for us to honor the seventh day Sabbath
today? We will see why the issue of the Sabbath is so important in the following angelic
messages.

8

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.
Commentary: The false religions of the world are trying to attack the divinity of GOD in
spiritual matters. The term fallen refers to the apostacy of this amalgamation of pagan
religions with the Christian religions in a false ecumenical movement. In other words, it is
the mixing of false doctrines with true doctrines to distort the Gospel message. The fact
that the word fallen is used twice, emphasizes the extreme apostasy of these ….
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…. religious systems. The reference to Babylon represents all false religious systems that
existed before the great flood, and then existed after the flood in the religions of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Babylon, Persia before influencing the mythology of Greece and Rome.
The Greek philosophers were largely influenced by these mystery religions and the Greek
philosophies infiltration the church of Christ. We can recognize some of these influences
in the doctrines that are popular today. One such doctrine is the immortality of the soul
which provides the basis for the belief that that the soul goes to heaven or hell after
death. The origin of this doctrine goes back to the mystery religions such as the Egyptian
religion that thought that the Pharaoh lived on after death, so they would bury his
servants with him so that they could serve him in the afterlife. There are other accounts
on these mystery religions that infer that the souls of people will live on after death. The
ancient Jews did not believe in the immortality of the soul and knew that GOD would
resurrect them on the last day. Jesus confirmed this point when referring to Lazarus
sleeping which meant he was dead. Jesus then told Martha, Lazarus’ sister that Lazarus
would live again, and she understood that this referred to the resurrection of the dead
when on the last day. Job understood this doctrine as he stated in Job 19:25-27: For I
know that my redeemer lives, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though
my reins [internal organs] be consumed within me. The book of Ecclesiastes is replete
with references to the dead knowing nothings since life ceases at death. And even the
religious leaders during the days of Jesus understood that there was no immortality of
the soul. The Sadducees even claimed that there was no resurrection, so no one was
claiming immediate life after death. So the idea of the immortality of the soul had to
come from extrabiblical sources and indeed it did through Greek philosophies. The false
religious systems used the concept of the afterlife to manipulate the masses into obeying
them for if the masses were cooperative then they would experience bliss in paradise but
if they disobedient the tenets of their religious system then they would be punished for
all eternity, which is not supported by the Bible. It was an effective tool for managing
the people, but it was not truth. The Bible clearly states that only GOD has immortality
and that all humans are mortal, thus subject to death. Mortals only become immortal
after the resurrection based on Paul’s refence in 1 Corinthians 15:52, 53: In a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. It is clear in this reference that
we only gain immortality at the resurrection of the righteous when Jesus returns and not
before. Such a belief that we go instantly to heaven is an example of the wine of
Babylon’s immorality with the churches. Another example of false doctrine is the
doctrine of hyper-grace where believers can sin all they want, and they will get into
heaven. Such a doctrine may be pleasing to the ear of unsubmitted souls to GOD who
desire to sin, but the consequence of such a belief is exemption from the kingdom of GOD
as expressed by Paul in Galatians 5:19-21, Where he states uncategorizably that anyone
participating in the deeds of the flesh, gross sin, will be exempt from the kingdom.
Anyone who follows the doctrine of hyper-grace will find out too late that their sins ….
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…. will keep them out of the Kingdom of GOD. Another doctrine similar to hyper-grace is
the false doctrine that the Law of GOD has been done away with since we now live under
grace. Jesus was quite clear that He did not come to do away with the Law, Matthew
5:17-18: Think not that I am come to destroy [overthrow] the law, or the prophets: I am
not come to destroy, but to fulfil [complete]. For truly I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot [smallest Hebrew Letter] or one tittle [accent point] shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. The portion of the law of Moses that was no longer
required was the ceremonial law that covered the temple service, feasts, and offerings
for these were the foreshadows of the ministry of Jesus which He completed. The moral
Law of GOD, which includes the Ten Commandments have never been done away with
nor could they for they represent the character of GOD. The Ten Commandments are the
constitution of the kingdom of GOD and anyone that that does not keep all ten of them
will face judgment. Jesus was quite clear on this matter when he spoke in Matthew
7:21-23: Not everyone that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name? and in your name have
cast out devils? and in your name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity. Lawlessness is not
keeping the Ten Commandments. Jesus is favorable to those who keep his
commandments as stated in Revelation 14:12: Here is the patience of the saints: here
are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. The patience of
the saints is their faithful endurance in obedience to GOD’s will and commands. We long
to hear these words spoken to us by Jesus in Matthew 25:21: His lord said unto him, Well
done, you good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things: enter you into the joy of your lord. One Scripture that people
use who believe that the law was done away with is Colossians 2:13, 14: And you, being
dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, has he quickened [made alive]
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses [sins]; Blotting out the handwriting
of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross. They like to contend that the ordinances were the commandments
of GOD when in fact the ordinances were the written record of our offenses to GOD. GOD
forgave us our sins by nailing the record of them to the Cross with Jesus. So the
commandments are still in effect. There are many other deceptions that are being spread
by the false religious systems which will be discussed in future chapters but for now we
will list a few deceptions that are popular in the churches but are not supported by honest
biblical examination. These deceptions include the false timing nature of the rapture as
being silent, the timing and character of the antichrist, the role of the geopolitical Israel
in the last days, and the misunderstanding regarding tribulation. There are many more,
but this sample is enough to illustrate the work of the enemy to confuse last day events.

9

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image,
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11 And the smoke
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of their torment ascends up forever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast
and his image, and whosoever receives the mark of his name. 12 Here is the patience of the saints: here
are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yes, says the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.

Commentary: We do not like to consider the consequences of our sin but when we do, we
find that our selfish sins have indeed hurt many people and have caused these people to
suffer. So GOD is righteous in His judgment of people who refuse to repent of their sins and
receive salvation. For GOD is quick to forgive the sins of people who sincerely repent of their
sins and seek to live a better life through GOD. We must keep in mind, as we explore these
final chapters of Revelation that GOD does not want to execute judgment on people and that
He desires that they repent, 2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering [patient] to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance. GOD does not want to pour out His wrath
for He loves all people, but the unrepentant sin of the people requires the wrath as justice for
the evil that was committed. The battle over the end times is fought over worship. Satan
wants to be worshipped as god, Isaiah 14:12-14: How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the morning! how are you cut down to the ground, which did weaken the nations! For
you have said in your heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars
of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Satan’s first tries at
overtaking GOD was to get people to believe in false gods. The apostle Paul writes of this
matter in Romans 1:18-23: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because
that which may be known of God is manifest [evident] in them; for God has showed it unto
them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Satan was highly successful with this strategy to get
even the chosen people of Israel to forsake GOD for worthless idols. Later when Israel forsook
false idols, Satan was able to get them to obscure the true nature of GOD by promoting
legalism that buried the love of GOD under mountains of rules and regulations. Jesus rebuked
the religious leaders for teaching the people incorrectly, Mark 7:6-9: He answered and said
unto them, Well has Isaiah prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honors
me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of
God, you hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such
like things you do. And he said unto them, Full well you reject the commandment of God,
that you may keep your own tradition. The rules became so burdensome that the religious
leaders rebuked Jesus for healing on the Sabbath. Another strategy of Satan was to get
people to reject the idea that there was god at all. Satan worked on many educated ….
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…. scholars to promote the ideas that the Bible was book of myths and that GOD was dead.
Such instruction caused the rise of atheism which led to communism and the oppression of
religious people. The rise of atheism was also a tool that Satan used to attack the three main
aspects of the Creation. Evolution was designed to replace GOD and free humanity to do
whatever they wanted to do which was the concern of GOD at the Tower of Babel, Genesis
11:6: And the LORD said, Behold, the people are one, and they have all one language; and
this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have
imagined to do. And what has modern man done with this power? They have chosen to
confuse people regarding gender. GOD said that He had created man as male and female.
GOD was not confused when he created males and females and included in the DNA the
marker that made one male or female. And for thousands of years people have been able to
distinguish between males and females. But now it appears that modern man has become
so enlighten that they cannot tell the difference anymore. Actually this confusion is a
deliberate attack of Satan to destroy the creation of GOD. In a similar manner, Satan has
attacked the concept of marriage that GOD established at creation when Adam
acknowledged in Genesis 2:23 ,24 GOD’s concept of marriage: And Adam said, This is now
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh. Now modern man is so enlightened that they think that
marriage can be between any two or more people, animals, and even inanimate objects. This
sounds like confusion and another attack from Satan. But the most important attack has
been on GOD’s designed day of worship. The seventh day Sabbath is a celebration of GOD as
our creator. Satan could not allow GOD this honor, so he has strategized to get people to
worship on his day of choosing which is the first day of the week. Many modern Christians
have accepted this change stating that Sunday worship is to honor the resurrection of Jesus
on Sunday. But neither Jesus nor His disciples made any such change to their pattern of
worship. We learn from Acts 17:2, that Paul still worshipped on the seventh day Sabbath. So
no change was made by Jesus or the disciples to the proper day of worship. Satan used
Constantine to bring an amalgamation of pagan practices to Christianity and promoted
worship on the day of the sun and discouraged worship on the seventh day. Satan has been
building on this deceptive ever since that time to the point that nearly all of Christendom have
forgotten the origin of the seventh day Sabbath to worship GOD as the Creator and replaced
the worship of GOD with church tradition that ignores this holy day. There is a sinister reason
that Satan has worked to get us to forget the seventh day Sabbath and to promote the first
day of the week and it has to do with his ultimate plan to impersonate the second coming of
Jesus. Matthew warned us that the deception would be so great as to deceive even the elect
if possible, Matthew 24:24: For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect. We learned in chapter 13 that the false prophet would perform great signs and
wonders, Revelation Rev 13:15-17, so this is all part of the grand deception. The mark of the
beast as alluded to in in chapter 13 and now in chapter 14 is not a computer chip or a tattoo,
but it is the acceptance of a man-made religious system that replaces GOD and honors Satan.
In other words, the mark of the beast is a test of faith to see if people we be in allegiance with
GOD and His Word, the Bible. Or if people would give their alliance to a man-made religious
system that in the end serves the purpose of Satan in his attack against GOD. All of humanity
will be tested and their response will determine their eternal destiny. And it is the ….
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…. nature of this test that reveals the character of the two opponents in this great
controversy. GOD will never force anybody to love and honor Him for He will give them the
opportunity to do so. Satan on the other hand does force people to go his way and will use
even the treat of death to force people to comply with his desires. The test will be great so
it is incumbent on each person to develop a great faith in GOD now so that they will be able
to pass the test later. If we try to get right with GOD later, it might be too late at that time
for the work of Satan will be so great that he may deceive even the elect. We must get
prepared now so that we can stand firm in that test.

The Harvest of the Earth
14

And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having
on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple,
crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in your sickle, and reap: for the time is come
for you to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on
the earth; and the earth was reaped. 17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven,
he also having a sharp sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire;
and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in your sharp sickle, and gather
the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into
the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of
God. 20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto
the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs [a distance about 600 ft].

Commentary: What GOD is describing is the separation of the righteous from the
unrighteous. The righteous will spend eternity in Heaven with Christ, and will be gathered
to Christ at His second coming. But the unrighteous will not only face the last seven plagues
of judgement on earth but will eventually face the second death in the lake of fire, Revelation
21:7, 8: He that overcomes shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my
son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers [fornicators], and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. Jesus described
this separation in His parables of which I will mention two of them. The first is found in the
Parable of the Tares, Matthew 13:24-30: Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when
the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the
servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, did not you sow good seed in your
field? from whence [where] then have it tares? He said unto them, An enemy has done this.
The servants said unto him, Will you then that we go and gather them up? But he said, No;
lest while you gather up the tares, you root up also the wheat with them. both grow
together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather you
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into
my barn. Tares are a weed that resembles wheat when it first comes up but then it changes
as it grows. Many people may seem like good people but eventually the true nature ….
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…. of their heart will be exposed. Those with the pure hearts as fashioned by GOD will
receive eternal blessings while the rebellious people will face the ultimate judgment. Jesus
also makes a distinction in the Parable of the sheep and the goats, Matthew 25:31-46: When
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats: And he
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world: For I was hungry, and you gave me meat: I was
thirsty, and you gave me drink: I was a stranger, and you took me in: Naked, and you
clothed me: I was sick, and you visited me: I was in prison, and you came unto me. Then
shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we you hungry, and fed you? or
thirsty, and gave you drink? When saw we you a stranger, and took you in? or naked, and
clothed you? Or when saw we you sick, or in prison, and came unto you? And the King
shall answer and say unto them, Truly I say unto you, Inasmuch as you have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me. Then shall he say also
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels: For I was hungry, and you gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and you
gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and you took me not in: naked, and you clothed me not:
sick, and in prison, and you visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did
not minister unto you? Then shall he answer them, saying, Truly I say unto you, Inasmuch
as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me. And these shall go away
into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. The nature of the two
groups is clearly seen in this parable. The righteous ones will walk in love and benevolence
to their fellow man while the unrighteous people will expose their evil hearts by not helping
people in need. The righteous people are those who accept the salvation of Jesus and are
transformed into proper citizens of the Kingdom of GOD while the unrighteous people chose
to remain in their sin and are shown to be unfit for a kingdom that is based on selfless love.
We need to emphasize the two harvests. The first harvest occurs when Jesus returns to
gather His saints to take them to heaven. This event is described in the following references:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep [in the grave], that you sorrow not, even as others which have no
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [precede] them
which are asleep [in the grave]. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore
comfort one another with these words. There is no silent rapture that takes people away
before tribulation for the return of Christ is very noisy and it will occur at the end of time
and tribulation and not before. It should be noted that we meet Jesus in the air and not on
the earth. Many people will be deceived when an impostor Christ will appear on the ….
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…. earth and they will follow him rather than waiting for Christ to return in the sky. Jesus
warned us s of this situation in Matthew 24:23-27: Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo,
here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it
not. For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even unto the west; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. The coming of Christ will be very visible as described in the
next reference: Matthew 24:29-31: Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son
of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. There will be mighty signs in the heavens
and there will be great joy among the believers who will be gathered in the air and great
mourning among the unbelievers who will meet their judgment on the earth. We read more
of this event in the next reference: Revelation 6:12-17: And I beheld when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth
of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as
a fig tree casts her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved
out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and
the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sits on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to
stand? The coming of the Lord will not be some wimpy silent rapture that no one will notice,
but it will be a great and cataclysmic event that will be witnessed by every eye. The
unbelievers will fear the judgement to come for good reason. We shall now explore the
second harvest. Contrary to popular teaching, there will be no kingdom set up on earth, for
the earth will be destroyed and the action transfers to heaven. We will examine the
following references: 2 Thessalonians 2:8: And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming. The godly people will all be caught up into the air so the only people remaining
will be the ungodly who will perish in the brightness of His coming along with the antichrists.
There will be no human left alive on the earth for the earth will be desolate from the
catastrophic events of the second coming and the destruction of life as noted in the following
reference: Jeremiah 4:23-26: I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and
the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all
the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens
were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof
were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. There will be no
millennial kingdom on the earth for all will be destroyed at His coming. The earth will ….
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…. be desolate for a thousand years until the New Jerusalem descends and the new heaven
and earth are created. It is important that we understand the dual judgments of GOD before
we cover the pouring out of the judgments on the wicked. It should be noted that GOD has
done all that he can to prepare people for the coming judgment but unfortunately many
people will reject these judgments and will experience the pending judgments. It was GOD’s
will that they repent but they chose not to repent so they will be the ones responsible for
receiving the judgment and not GOD who has to execute judgement based on His holy justice.
The wicked could have repented but they purposely chose not to. Please keep this in mind as
we cover the judgments that fall on mankind prior to the return of Christ.

The Seven Angels with Seven Plagues

Chapter 15: 1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven
last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. 2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with
fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over
the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 3 And they sing the song of
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are your works, Lord
God Almighty; just and true are your ways, you King of saints. 4 Who shall not fear you, O Lord, and glorify
your name? for you only are holy: for all nations shall come and worship before you; for your judgments
are made manifest. 5 And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony
in heaven was opened: 6 And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed
in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 7 And one of the four beasts
gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. 8 And
the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to
enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.
Commentary: GOD is ready to pour out His wrath on the rebellious people. The whole of
heaven is in expectation, not that they want to witness the suffering of people but the pouring
out of the seven last plagues means that the return of Christ is imminent. Soon the world will
be rid of sin and GOD will be able to recreate the world into the glory it once had. No wonder
that all in heaven are excited.

The Seven Bowls of God's Wrath

Chapter 16: 1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways,
and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 2 And the first went, and poured out his vial
upon the earth; and there fell a noisome [troublesome] and grievous sore upon the men which had the
mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.
Commentary: This plague is similar to the plague that fell on Egypt when Pharoah refused
to let the people of GOD go and instead, he increased their labor, Exodus 9:8-10: And the
LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, ….
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…. and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. And it shall
become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains
[blisters] upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. And they took
ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward
heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains [blisters] upon man, and upon
beast. The antichrist system will persecute the true believers just as Pharoah persecuted
the Israelites, so It would seem fair that they would receive the same punishment. And it
should be remembered that GOD is paying them back for the suffering that they cause for
the Scriptures say that we will reap what we have sown, Galatians 6:7.

3

And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and
every living soul died in the sea. 4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains
of waters; and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, You are righteous, O Lord,
which are, and was, and shall be, because you have judged thus. 6 For they have shed the blood of saints
and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. 7 And I heard another out of
the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are your judgments.

Commentary: Here are other plagues that are similar to the plague of the water turning to
blood by Moses in Exodus 7:17-21: Thus said the LORD, In this you shall know that I am the
LORD: behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in
the river, and they shall be turned to blood. And the fish that is in the river shall die, and
the river shall stink; and the Egyptians shall loathe to drink of the water of the river. And
the LORD spoke unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon
the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon
all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood
throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone. And
Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote
[struck] the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his
servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. And the fish that
was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of
the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. We must remember that
while these plagues are terrible, that GOD pleaded with the people to repent so He would
not have to pour out the plagues, but they resisted every effort of GOD to save them, so
now they must face the wages for their sin.

8

And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men
with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which had power
over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.
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Commentary: It is fitting that they would be plagued by the sun for the sun was the main
god in pagan worship. The sun was connected to Lucifer who was the light bearer and
thus the worship of the sun was in fact worship of Satan. Therefore the false religious
systems promoted the observance of worship on Sunday which was the day of the sun.
All the people who gave their allegiance to Satan agreed to accept Sunday as the false
Sabbath and thus rejected the holy Sabbath that was established by GOD on the seventh
day of creation, Genesis 2:1-3: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he
rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made. The mark or symbol of its ecclesiastical authority of the beast is
the forbidding of observance of the true seventh day Sabbath and instead people will be
forced under penalty of death to observe the false sabbath of Sunday rest. All who chose
to submit to this edict will be a part of the seven last plagues while those who refuse the
mark of the beast may be killed or preserved through the plagues, unharmed by their
effects. People will make their choice to obey or reject the commands of the false religious
system and their decision will affect their eternal destiny.

10

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness;
and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and
their sores, and repented not of their deeds.

Commentary: The plague of darkness is also fitting for the kingdom of the beast for the beast
kept the world in darkness as to its true intent, which as to keep people from experiencing
eternal life. Satan knew that he would soon be annihilated in the lake of fire and he wanted
to take as many people with him as possible. Unfortunately, most of the world will join him
in the lake of fire as they were deceived by his ploys. The truth was available for these people
to escape this deception if they would have read and studied the Bible, but they chose instead
to ignore the Bible, thus they fell into deception, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12: Even him, whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

12

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried
up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15 Behold, I
come as a thief. Blessed is he that watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his
shame. 16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
97

Commentary: The sixth plague is a very interesting plague which needs more exploration.
The drying up of the river Euphrates is symbolic of GOD preparing His forces to battle with
the forces of Satan at the very end. Cyrus of the Persians used the tactic of diverting or
‘drying up’ the river Euphrates that ran through the city of Babylon to conquer it. In a similar
manner the heavenly forces are preparing to come to earth to deliver the saints and exact
judgment on the unrepentant. And we need to realize that these events are occurring right
before the return of Christ. The mention of the dragon, beast, and false prophet are
significant for GOD is allowing the demonic forces to employ, unrestrained by GOD, their
work of deception to draw all the people to their final doom. We need to identify the nature
of these three entities. The dragon we know from Scripture is Satan, Revelation 12:9: And
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives
the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with
him. Satan represents paganism which sought to replace the true faith in GOD. It should
be remembered that when GOD set up the Kingdom of Israel, that Israel was the only
kingdom on earth that was not in one form or another involved in paganism, the worship of
false gods. The cruelty of the Roman Empire personified the dragon as this empire was used
to crucify the Lord. The beast was the false religious system that evolved out of the Roman
Empire that was a combination of the Christian faith with paganism. Such a compromise
was initiated by the emperor Constantine and was built upon in the following centuries. This
false religious system sought to replace Christianity and was involved in intense persecution
of Christians for the 1260 day/years of the prophecy which ended in 1798. Toward the end
of the 1260 day/year prophecy, the Protestant Reformation occurred that attempted to
bring the church back to the apostolic faith of the early church which had been corrupted by
the false religious system that included aspects of paganism. It was quite a struggle for the
reformers to bring truth back into focus and for hundreds of years the efforts increased
during the timeframe of the church of Philadelphia mentioned in our study of the letters to
the seven churches in other earlier chapters in this study. But under the influence of the
secularism many protestant churches fell into apostacy from the true faith, and they become
the false prophet that aided the worship of the beast as mentioned in the thirteenth chapter
of Revelation. The three entities will be used to draw the world into one last effort to
extinguish the faithful people of GOD from the earth by the issuance of a death decree for
all believers who honor GOD’s established Sabbath. They will seek to kill the saints, but GOD
will protect them. All of this occurs right before the end of the earth as we know it. It is at
this time that all the people of the earth who are under the influence of Satan will be united
spiritually in opposition to GOD and will be present when Jesus returns to execute judgment
on them all. It is the uniting of the dark spiritual forces which is referred to in the reference
to Armageddon, which is Hebrew word meaning ‘hill’ or ‘valley.’ The plain of Megiddo was
the site of many battles fought in the Middle East and it would have had great significance
to the Jews in particular. Armageddon is therefore a symbol of the last great battle between
Satan and GOD and not a place of physical battle in the last moments of human history. In
other words, Armageddon is a spiritual battle that involves the whole world and not a
physical location that would not facilitate such a battle on this scale. It is kind of insane to
think that the people of earth and the combined forces of Satan could ever defeat GOD but
that is the problem with sin, for it deludes the mind into committing unreasonable acts.
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The Seventh Bowl
17

And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple
of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings;
and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great. 19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the
fierceness of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And there
fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

Commentary: The seventh plague brings the wrath of GOD to a conclusion, for the next
occurrence is the return of Christ who will bring the final judgment to all who have rejected
GOD. The seven plague is designed to destroy the works of mankind as the hail stones are
estimated to weight about 75 -100 pounds each. Such a weigh would wreak havoc on
buildings as well as people. This hailstorm is reminiscent of the plague of hail that fell on
Egypt which destroyed man, beast, and crops. The topography of the earth will change
radically as earthquakes ravage the world causing the works of humanity to be destroyed.
One of the important aspects of this plague is the false religious system that is identified
as Babylon will fall into judgment.

The Great Prostitute and the Beast

Chapter 17: 1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me,
saying unto me, Come hither [here]; I will show unto you the judgment of the great whore [prostitute]
that sits upon many waters: 2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 3 So he carried me away
in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour,
and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations
and filthiness of her fornication: 5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 And I saw the woman drunken
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered
with great admiration [wonder].

Commentary: A woman represents in prophesy a church or religious system. In this case
it is not a pure church or religious system for it commits adultery which is the mixing of
what is pure and holy with that which is impure and unholy. The result is that the
inhabitants of the world become drunk from her influence and they lose spiritual
perspective which causes them to be in confusion. We know from the Bible that when
people are focused on GOD and the holy Scriptures that they are not in confusion for they
are firmly planted in the truth, John 17:17: Sanctify them [which means to keep them ….
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…. holy] through your truth: your word is truth. But when the truth is injected with
false teaching then the truth becomes adulterated, and people become confused. It is
important therefore that people learn what is true, so they do not become confused.
To learn what is false, one must learn what is true, then any element that does not line
up with what is true will be false. The basic element of the true religious community is
the foundation of the Bible, which is the word of GOD. The Bible is full of the truth of
GOD, but one must study the Bible to learn of this truth. Many people are too lazy or
too busy to study the Bible so they take as gospel what others say about the Bible and
this will lead to deception. We must be like the good Bereans who searched the
Scriptures themselves to discern the truth of Paul’s message. If we do not use the Bible
to discern truth, then we open ourselves up to many opinions and false interpretation
of the Bible. GOD did not give us the Bible to have us deceived. The Bible will interpret
itself if studied properly and is not merely used to present some new teaching or
doctrine by taking references out of context. All purported truth must be verified by
solid scriptural evidence. And here is where many false religious communities strive to
deceive people by claiming the Bible is too difficult to understand so it must be left up
to the professionals or that the Bible is not important for it is spiritual experiences that
matter. Any group that does not place the Bible as the primary source of truth is by
implication part of the false religious system and should be avoided. The second great
evidence of a false religious system is the reliance of tradition over biblical truth. Any
tradition that cannot be backed up by the Bible is to be avoided for the source of the
tradition is questionable. Many churches are practicing traditions that have their roots
in pagan practices but are dressed up in Christian contexts. Many of these traditions
have to do with our religious holidays that we celebrate which include elements that
came directly from pagan practices. Perhaps the most egregious of these traditions
has to do with Easter. The holiday of Easter is supposed to celebrate the death and
resurrection of Jesus. The correct celebration would be that of Passover which
celebrates the deliverance of the Israelites from the final plague against Egypt that
was the death of of the first born. The Israelites had to place the blood of the Passover
lamb on their doorway so that the angel of death would pass over the house. The
blood of the lamb symbolized the escape that we experience from the death sentence
for our sin. Jesus was that Passover lamb that took away the sin of the world, John
1:29. The resurrection of Jesus was the confirmation that we would one day be raised
from the dead to experience a new eternal life with Christ. The resurrection is a blessed
event but nowhere in the Bible are we instructed to have an official celebration of this
act. Our celebration of this event is a manmade tradition. The Jews had two manmade
celebrations, the first was Purim, which celebrated the escape from Haman’s death
decree by Esther, and the second was Hanukkah that was the celebration of the
rededication of the Second Temple after the Maccabees successful revolted against
their Greek oppressor which banned temple worship. Both of these events were based
on significant events just as the celebration of Christmas and Easter are based on the
most significant spiritual events. The difference being that the Christian celebrations
contain elements of pagan practices in them that detract from the spiritual significance
of the events. Christians celebrate Christmas with decorated trees that come from ….
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…. pagan traditions and Easter with bunnies and decorated eggs that celebrate the
fertility goddess Ishtar. Most people celebrate with these traditions not knowing of
their origin but in so doing they are ignorantly perpetuating pagan practices. We are
called to be holy which means to be separate from the world and not a part of its
celebrations. Another important tradition to discuss is the tradition of worshipping on
Sunday, the first day of the week, and ignoring the biblically mandated rest on
Saturday, the seventh day of the week. In the early days of the kingdom of Israel,
people would celebrate the Sabbath in their homes with family and perhaps some
friends. It was truly a day of rest from the toils of life and a celebration for the GOD
who had created them. Formal worship was instituted by the Jewish leaders after their
return from the Babylonian captivity by gathering in synagogues for Sabbath worship.
Such a formal means of worship was not mandated by Scripture but was consistent
with the command to rest on Sabbath for people did not seek their own pleasure, but
they gathered to praise the GOD who created them. There was no major departure
from this practice until the time of Constantine, who changed the day of worship from
Saturday to Sunday to appease the pagan recruits to Christianity. There was a faith
community who officially changed the solemnity of the biblical Sabbath to the
mandated solemnity of Sunday, which they claim was not authorized by Scripture but
was a mark of their ecclesiastical authority. And most Christians have been observing
this false sabbath and ignoring the GOD mandated Sabbath found in Genesis 2:1-3.
This will become a major problem for people when the biblical Sabbath is banned by
the ecclesiastical powers under the threat of death. What we can do now by free
choice will be mandated against by these powers to be. So why is all this talk of
traditions so important? The reason is that we are to be holy as GOD is holy, Leviticus
20:26: And you shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed
[separated] you from other people, that you should be mine. Holiness means purity,
it means to be sanctified 100%. We can take the example of Ivory soap, which is close
to being pure, 99.44%, but even that .56 of impurity is keeping it from being 100%
pure. The same is true in the life of the believer. We are to be 100% pure in our
affection and obedience to GOD, but when we allow unbiblical traditions into our life,
then we no longer can be 100% for we are practicing that which is impure. And it is
the work of Satan to keep us from being 100% pure for as long we have some measure
of deception in our life then we are vulnerable to him. But if we maintain a life that is
completely biblically correct than we leave no room for Satan. We must therefore seek
all that is based in the truth of the Bible and resist interpretations and traditions that
are not consistent with the Bible so that we will not be confused by the doctrines of
the false religious systems of the end times. It is especially important since theses false
religious systems will persecute and martyr the believers who resist them as they have
done previously. Foxe’s Book of Martyrs is replete with example after example of
what these false religious systems have done to faithful believers in Christ. She adorns
herself in the riches of this world as she is oppressing and persecuting the true
believers. History records the confiscation of property and possessions of the believers
that they oppress, and they extract wealth from the people who obey her demands.
She is correctly labeled as Babylon for Babylon is the extension of the Tower of ….
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…. Babel where the people of the earth resisted GOD and GOD wrought confusion in
their ranks, and that confusion has spread from the influence of false religious systems
ever since. The spreading of confusion is noted in her designation of mother of harlots
which implies that she fosters daughter systems that do her bidding. We are seeing a
combining of these daughter systems into one false religious system by means of a false
ecumenical movement that reduces Jesus of the Bible from one of the Savior of the
world to merely a great teacher, prophet, or a holy man, among others.

7

And the angel said unto me, Wherefore [why] did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman,
and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 8 The beast that you saw was,
and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the
earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 9 And here is the mind [intellect] which has
wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sits. 10 And there are seven kings:
five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he comes, he must continue a
short space. 11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goes into
perdition. 12 And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but
receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and
strength unto the beast. 14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 15 And
he said unto me, The waters which you saw, where the whore [prostitute] sits, are peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns which you saw upon the beast, these shall
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 17
For God has put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until
the words of God shall be fulfilled. 18 And the woman which you saw is that great city, which reigns over
the kings of the earth.

Commentary: The beast which we encountered in other prophecies is that amalgamation of
kingdoms in the Statue in Daniel chapter two which contained Babylon, Persia, Greece, and
Rome. These were also the beasts that were seen in Daniel chapter seven which were the
same kingdoms and were also present in Revelation chapter thirteen. So the beast represents
the continuous domination of humanity in great whole empires which started with at the
tower of Babel, continued through Egypt and Assyria, and culminated in the four kingdoms
mentioned by Daniel. Thus seven kings, five which had fallen, Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia,
and Greece. One ‘is’ which was the Roman Empire, that was in power in AD 95 when the
book of Revelation was written. One was to come after the fall of pagan Rome which would
rule through the 1260 day/year prophecy, and then suffer what seemed like a mortal wound,
Revelation 13:3, and then recovered after the 2300 day/year prophecy was fulfilled in 1844,
becoming the eighth that was of the seven. The mention of the 7 heads and the 10 horns
identifies the beast with Satan, who is described as the dragon in Revelation 12:3: And there
appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and
ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. We find the same identifying marks in the beast
of chapter thirteen which was given power by the dragon, Revelation 13:1: And I stood ….
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…. upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. The
dragon and the beast are locked in an intimate relationship where the beast carries out the
will of the dragon. It is important to remember this identification for the beast will try to
camouflage its true nature by using Christian attributes while acting in a manner that is
anything but Christian. We have mentioned the ongoing persecution of believers who did
not accept the false teaching of this beast system and were martyred for their faith.
Therefore the prostitute is pictured drinking the blood of the saints. And in case, were we to
overlook the Roman connection to the beast, the passage refers to the seven heads as the
seven hills or mounts on which the city that represents the beast and the prostitute and that
exerts influence over all the peoples of the earth. Rome sits on seven hills. And lest we
become confused over the depiction of the beast and the woman, we need to understand
that the beast represents the pollical power of the false entity, while the woman represents
the spiritual power of the entity. In other words, the beast and the woman represent the
combination of church and state which is never a good thing for the combination of the two
will always dominate the people. This is why the United States created a separation between
the pollical power of the country and the establishment of a state church. Separation of
church and state never meant the secularization of pollical power from the presence of
religion, for the pollical power needed to be exercised by people that held to the JudeoChristian heritage. The separation of church and state meant that the pollical power would
never be used to enforce a state religion as had happened in Europe. The secularization of
our political system has led to a government that is dominating the people and not protecting
the rights of the people as was prescribed in the constitution. This problem is not limited to
the United States for many countries are uniting behind the push for a legislative mandate
for a Sunday sabbath or day of rest. This religious community is uniting with labor unions to
push the legislatures to pass this law that would require all businesses to shut down on
Sunday so that families would have one day that they could be together. And not only is this
Sunday rest being promoted as good for the children, and it is also good for the environment
for it will limit carbon emissions. The problem with this legislation is that it ignores the GOD
mandated day of rest on the seventh day, thus depriving GOD of acknowledgement as our
Creator, Genesis 2:1-3: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of
them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on
the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and
made. And Revelation 14:6, 7: And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him;
for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters. GOD is thus ignored, and the tradition of mankind is
honored on the first day of the week, which was the day of honor of the sun god. We know
from the thirteenth chapter of Revelation that this legislation will eventual be enforced by a
death decree as the people of the earth seek to eliminate the people who hold to the GOD of
the Bible instead of holding to the traditions and edicts of the false religious systems,
Revelation 13:15-17: And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the
image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship ….
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…. the image of the beast should be killed. And he causes all, both small and great, rich and
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no
man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number
of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that has understanding count the number of the beast:
for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six. The reason
for the death decree is that the people influenced by the false religious systems will blame
the Sabbath keepers for the disasters that are occurring on the earth when in fact it is the
promotion of the false religious systems that are causing the disasters as GOD is releasing
His protection over the earth. The people of the false religious systems will realize their error
as the last seven plagues are being poured out but by then it will be too late. These people
will hate the false religious systems and will cause its destruction.

The Fall of Babylon

Chapter 18: 1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power;
and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 4 And I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my people, that you be not partakers of her sins, and that you receive not of her
plagues. 5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities
[sins]. 6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in
the cup which she has filled fill to her double. 7 How much she has glorified herself, and lived deliciously,
so much torment and sorrow give her: for she said in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall
see no sorrow. 8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she
shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 9 And the kings of the earth,
who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when
they shall see the smoke of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas,
that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is your judgment come. 11 And the merchants of
the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buys their merchandise any more: 12 The
merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk,
and scarlet, and all thyine [citron] wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 13 And cinnamon, and odors [incense], and ointments,
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and
chariots, and slaves, and souls [human lives] of men. 14 And the fruits that your soul lusted after are
departed from you, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from you, and you shall
find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar
off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 17 For
in one hour so great riches is come to nought [nothing]. And every shipmaster, and all the company in
ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 18 And cried when they saw the smoke of
her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! 19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried,
weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the
sea by reason of her costliness [wealth]! for in one hour is she made desolate. 20 Rejoice over her, you
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heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets; for God has avenged you on her. 21 And a mighty angel took
up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city
Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians,
and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in you; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft
he be, shall be found any more in you; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in
you; 23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in you; and the voice of the bridegroom and of
the bride shall be heard no more at all in you: for your merchants were the great men of the earth; for by
your sorceries [witchcraft and drugs] were all nations deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of
prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.

Commentary: All the false religious systems that have deceived and exploited the people will
have their day of judgment and be punished for their sin. And as we have covered in in
previous commentary, these false religious systems will eventually be combined under one
false ecumenical authority to carry out the final persecution against GOD’s people. One great
sign of a false religious system is its possession of wealth. This wealth is displayed in its
buildings and financial influence on others. The work of Jesus was conducted in modesty and
not in extravagant displays. The apostles followed this pattern as well as many faithful
groups throughout the church age. But the false religion likes to display her wealth. Many
false evangelists display their wealth as they attempt to draw people into their prosperity
doctrines. In other words, they become rich at the expense of the donors. The false church
has lined the pockets of merchants for centuries as these merchants carried out their bidding.
But now all is brought into judgment just as Christ is ready to return. A key point to remember
is that GOD is giving a warning for people to escape from the influence of the great false
religious system before its destruction. The spirit of God is working to bring light to the eyes
of those in darkness that they may see the falseness of the deceiving religious system and be
drawn to the true church that keeps the commandments of GOD and holds to the faith of
Jesus, Revelation 12:17; 14:12. Another important point to remember is that the false
religious trades in commerce and the souls of men. This was a charge against Lucifer, Ezekiel
28:18: You have defiled your sanctuaries [holy places] by the multitude of your iniquities
[sins], by the iniquity of thy traffick [commerce]; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the
midst of you, it shall devour you, and I will bring you to ashes upon the earth in the sight of
all them that behold you [the promise of the second death]. It has been the pursuit of
commerce and the acquisition of material possessions that have caused people to forsake the
ways of GOD to pursue the worldly ways and now that spirit of greed is being punished in a
very dramatic manner. There is nothing of this world that will escape the wrath of GOD.

Rejoicing in Heaven

Chapter 19: 1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia;
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: 2 For true and righteous are his
judgments: for he has judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and has
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for
ever and ever. 4 And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that
sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. 5 And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God,
all you his servants, and you that fear him, both small and great.
105

Commentary: The rejoicing is not that people are suffering under the wrath of GOD but that
the suffering that that unrighteous have caused is being judged. People thought that since
GOD did not immediately punish them that thy were going to get away with their
wickedness, but GOD was merely being patient hoping that they would repent. It is evident
through the events of the seven last plagues that these people will never repent, thus the
judgment that befalls them.

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
6

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice
of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigns. 7 Let us be glad and rejoice,
and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. 8 And
to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints. 9 And he said unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb. And he said unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10 And I fell at his feet to
worship him. And he said unto me, See you do it not: I am your fellowservant, and of your brethren that
have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Commentary: The marriage supper of the Lamb is symbolic of the Jesus receiving His
kingdom which includes the new heaven and earth, the New Jerusalem, and all the saints
who will inhabit it. It will be a glorious time when Jesus reigns over the kingdom that is
rightfully His for His act of great love in dying for the sins of the world. But first He must
come to execute the final judgment on the wicked of the world.

The Rider on a White Horse
11

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness he does judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his
head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which
were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he should smite [strike] the nations: and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron: and he treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he has on
his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel
standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven,
Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That you may eat the flesh of
kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit
on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19 And I saw the beast, and
the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse,
and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the
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remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his
mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

Commentary: Here is another symbolic representation of the return of Christ. In this
representation, Jesus is pictured as a warrior coming to execute the wrath of GOD on the
ungodly people. We know this is symbolic due to the natation of a sword that comes out
of the Mouth of Jesus. That sword is the Word of God which defeats the all the false
doctrines and deceptions of the Satan. People are destroyed by the brightness of His coming
in glorious majesty. The earth is shook to the core and all the works of humanity are
destroyed. Jeremiah describes the condition of the earth in Jeremiah 4:23-26: I beheld the
earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I
beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and,
lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the
fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence
of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. The destruction of earth at the coming of Jesus leaves
no room for a millennial kingdom to be establish on the earth for the earth will be desolate
until GOD recreates the world and the end of the thousand years. It is important therefore
to be in the right relationship with Jesus to avoid this destruction and to enjoy the pleasures
of Heaven with Christ.

The Thousand Years

Chapter 20: 1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan,
and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and
after that he must be loosed a little season. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for
the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years. 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he that has part in the first resurrection: on such the second death has
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Commentary: We have another symbolic representation of end time events. After the
destruction of the earth and the death of the wicked, there are no people for Satan to
deceive so He is caught in a chain of circumstance where he will have a thousand years to
consider the great damage he has done to the creation of GOD. After the thousand years
the second resurrection of the wicked will occur and will give Satan people once again to
deceive.
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The Defeat of Satan
7

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together
to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth,
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night forever and
ever.

Commentary: Satan works to deceive the risen wicked that they can defeat the
people of GOD by taking the New Jerusalem which had descended from heaven to
earth. But GOD sends down a great fire that destroys the wicked and Satan with
them. It is clear from the effort that the wicked make to capture the city of GOD
that they will never repent so GOD is just in totally destroying them so that sin can
be eradicated from the universe. It should be noted that often the Bible will use the
term forever and ever which is a Hebrew Idiom or figure of speech. It does not mean
literally forever and ever but it means that the effect of the operation is permanent.

Judgment Before the Great White Throne
11

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave
up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire.

Commentary: We are told that death is one of the certainties of life but what happens after
that? In Hebrews 9:27 we find the answer: And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment. In Romans 14:10, we are told that we will all stand before the
judgment of GOD. We are in fact being judged as we live but we will receive the result of
that judgment after we die. We are told that there are two resurrections, John 5:28,
29: Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. We need to seek the
resurrection of the righteous where our works will be judged and avoid the resurrection of
damnation where the wicked will experience the second death, the lake of fire.
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The New Heaven and the New Earth

Chapter 21: 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6 And he said unto me,
It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is thirsty of the
fountain of the water of life freely. 7 He that overcomes shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and
he shall be my son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Commentary: We now focus on the blessings of the resurrection of the righteous. The
righteous will experience a new heaven and earth that is devoid of any sin thus is free
from any suffering. The righteous will live in the magnificent New Jerusalem where the
righteous will have direct contact with GOD who will be with them. The righteous will
experience the great love and compassion of GOD as He wipes away their tears. But there
is also a stern warning against the unrighteous who will not experience the new heaven
and earth for they will be cast in the lake of fire and be separated from GOD forever.

The New Jerusalem
9

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues,
and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10 And he carried me
away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God, 11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates,
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israel: 13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and
on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city,
and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16 And the city lies foursquare, and the length is as large as
the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs [a furlong is a distance of
600 feet, and the total measure would be about 1500 miles if the measure is not symbolic]. The length
and the breadth and the height of it are equal. [Many people picture the city as a cube, but it might be a
pyramid in shape]. 17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according
to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel [a cubit is a bout eighteen inches, thus the wall would be
about 216 feet high or wide if the measure is not symbolic]. 18 And the building of the wall of it was of
jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were
garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the
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third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh,
chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprase; the eleventh, a jacinth; the
twelfth, an amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl:
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 22 And I saw no temple therein: for
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither
of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24 And the
nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory
and honor into it. 25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there. 26 And they shall bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 27 And there shall in no wise
enter into it anything that defiles, neither whatsoever works [causes] abomination, or makes a lie: but
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Commentary: The beauty of the New Jerusalem is breathtaking and is beyond what we can
imagine. It is however a fitting place for GOD to be with His people for all eternity. Perhaps
the most amazing feature is its size. If the measures given are not symbolic then the city
would be about 1500 miles in length on each side by one reckoning if each side were 12000
furlongs which would make it about 6000 miles in circumference. Or each side would be
about 375 miles if the total circumference is about 1500 miles which was a common
measurement of ancient cities. It is an exceptionally large city in either reckoning. The height
of the city is an issue for if one takes the height to be equal to the length and breadth then it
would rise to 1500 miles or 375 miles depending on the reckoning. Such a height would
extend well into the atmosphere and beyond. A more reasonable rendering of equal would
be to infer from the Greek that the height would be in portion to the length and breadth but
not equal to them. A proportional estimate of height would be made by comparing the
height of the wall which would be about two hundred feet thus making the height of the city
much lower. So, the most probable dimensions would a total circumference of 1500 miles
making each side 375 miles and the height probably in the hundreds of feet. We really do not
know the exact measurements and factoring in that all things are possible with GOD, this
would seem to the most probable size of the glorious city that will be home to the saints for
all eternity on the recreated earth.

The River of Life

Chapter 22: 1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and his name
shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of
the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: and they shall reign forever and ever.
Commentary: A beautiful picture of life with Jesus in heaven and on the new earth. People
will be happy to worship and serve GOD for He has deliver them from sin and blessed them
with all manner of heavenly blessings. This is the ultimate in healing and restoration.
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Jesus Is Coming
6

And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
his angel to show unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 7 Behold, I come quickly:
blessed is he that keeps [observes and tends to] the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8 And I John
saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet
of the angel which showed me these things. 9 Then said he unto me, See you do it not: for I am your
fellowservant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of them which keep [observe and attend to] the
sayings of this book: worship God. 10 And he said unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book: for the time is at hand. 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy
still. 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed are they
that do [act rightly] his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city. 15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers [fornicators],
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loves and makes a lie. 16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to
testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and
morning star. 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him
that is thirsty come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 18 For I testify unto every
man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this book. 20 He which testifies these things said, Surely I come
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

Commentary: These are quite the words of our Lord as He closes His revelation to John. Jesus
stresses the importance of keeping the faith represented in these words, for it is not merely
enough to hear or understand these words but one must incorporate these words into their
life. Jesus plainly stated the difference between the just and the unjust. The just will be with
Him for all eternity and the unjust will perish in the like of fire. There will be no unrighteous
or wicked person in the kingdom of GOD. It is important therefore that all people repent of
their sins and be perfected for life in the kingdom. Jesus does refer to the close of probation
when any effort to repent will be closed. We are in the final period of the investigative
judgment which started in 1844 and has continued onto this day. We do not know when the
probation period will close but close it will just as it did for the nation of Israel back in AD 34
when they formally rejected Jesus by the stoning of Stephen. It is important to soften our
hearts toward GOD and not resist the saving work that will prepare us for GOD’s holy
kingdom. Jesus offers the water of life to anyone that will partake of it, so it is important
that we help others come to the knowledge of the saving work of Jesus. It is also important
that we teach the words of this revelation for it will produce everlasting life. Many people
ignore the words of warning in Revelation for it seems too complicated but as we have
shown, it is easy to understand Revelation if you understand the symbolic nature of the book.
May you understand and spiritually prosper as you await the impending return of Jesus to
gather His saints and to execute judgment on the unjust. May we all be part of that great
homecoming that will result in everlasting glory. Amen

111

